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TRAVELS

OF

LADY HESTER STANHOPE.

CHAPTER I.

Preparations for a journey to Bélbec—Precautions agamnst
the plague— Departure from Meshmoshy — Heavy attire—
The author loses s road — Cheerless night — Driize hos-
pitality—Bartk — Bur Ehas—Village of Malaka —Cottages
m the Bkd — Hard dumplimgs —Grumbling servants—Misery

of willages m the territory of Bilbec—NMode of encampment
—Arrival at Balbec

A journey to Balbec had been projected for thus
autumn ; but obstacles of one kind or another had
caused 1t to be delayed until the season was very far
advanced. At length, however, every preparation
being made, we set out on the 18th of Qctober.
During the whole of the year, the plague had not
entirely ceased at Damascus, and in several villages of
the Bki, a plain which we should have to traverse
from one extremity to the other. Lady Hester was

strongly impressed with the dread of exposure to its

VOL. 1. B



9 TRAVLLS OF

contagion? from the carclessness of some of the prople ;
to prevent which the strictest precautions were taken.
and the observance of these considerably dinnnichied
the pleasure which such a tour would otherwise h'nc
afforded. We tiavelled with fents fo prevent the
necessity of sleeping m villages 3 and no fire was ever
to be lighted unless where the country supplied fucl
without having 1ecomse to the inhabitants for it
which was equivalent to a total imnterdict; as, with
the exception of a few orchards, theie was not a tree
thhough the whole plain o supersede the necessity
of cooking or buying provisions, a kind of minced
meat dumplings was made, enongh for the concumptiou
of 2 week. 'These, and biead-cakes baked for the
same purpose, were to be caten indifferently by all.
We carried with us litchen utensils, tents, beds.
coffee, rice, biirgol or malted wheat, soap, candles, ol
wine, vinegar, vermicelli, macaroni, cheese, tea and
sugar, syrups for sheibet, and fuel for Lady IXester.
whose sex .and delicato health necessarily prevented
her from submitting to the privations to which men
could willingly subject themselves, It was mecessary
hkewise to be provided with cords, nails, hammers.
axes, hoes, and some other things of this sort; so
that we had wherewithal to colomze as well as to
travel. For if, as it was reported, the plague still
raged at Balbee, the impossibility of obtaining any-
thmg from the town would expose us, if not ﬂm;, fur-

1 A few years afterwards she became more of a fatalist.  See
“ Memorrs of Lady ITester Stanhope,”
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nished, to great inconveniences. All this baggage
loaded fiftcen mules. The paity conssted of Lady
Hester, the diagoman, myself, cight nien-servants,
four women and a black female slave, making alto-
getixcr fifteen ; and we all rode on asses.

The extraordinary resolution of performing a long
and diffienlt jowney on asses was not a mere fancy in
Lady Hester : it arose from a deep feeling of indigna-
* tion at the neglected state in which she found herself
left by her friends and her relations, more especi-
ally by the then Marquis of B¥~*#¥»%¥%* . and she
thought, by assuming the mode of tiavelling commeon
only to the poorest pilgrims who traverse Syiia on
their way to Jeiusalem, to direct the attention of the
consuls and merchants of the towns through which she
passed to her deserted condition, imagining, no doubt,
that a report of it would reach England, and call
down animadversions on those from whom she had a
right to claim support and attention to her comforts.

Lady Hester descended the mountamn, and I was
preparing to accompany her, when I was detained by
a dispute among the muleteers, who declared that the
fifteen mules could not carry the baggage. Intending
to compel them to it, I desired my servant to lead my
ass down the mountam, saying I would follow; but,
after some time, Ifound that another mule was mdeed
required, and that there was not one to be had. Im-
patient of the delay, I mounted a horse belonging to
the owner of the house, and 10de to the monastery to

B2
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get one. Tho monks refused to lend or hire out their
mules ; and, sceing no alternative, I de-ired the Jug-
gage thus lefs should be taken caro of, and hastened
on foot to overtake the party ; but more than an hour
had clapsed, and they weie far before me.  De<cend-
mg into the plain on tho north-cast «ide, I continued
along the banks of the Bwely, passing the granite
columns, of which mention has alieady been made,
over the budge called Geser Behanngn. The 1oad
continued for a small distance farther in the ravine,
through which the river run< noith and sounth, when
it tuined to the right up an almo<t precipitous moun-
tain. which overhangs the 1iver, and the indentations
and strata of which corzespond exactly with {hose on
the opposite side. T hero became much fatigued
with walking and with the exertions I had made
during the morning, and 1 sat down to rest myself;
for I had on me a nding diess, with which, in Turkey,
1t is scarcely posuble to walk; as the breeches are
very large. T had bikewise a brace of pistols in my
gudle, the weight of which was annoying. Whilst
sitting by the 10ad-side, some Driizes, coming in an
opposite direction, passed me, and I questioned them
whether the English lady bad been seen by them,
and they pointed out the road by which she had gone.
I then offered them an unusnal priee if they would
let me have one of their mules to convey me to whero
she was ; but they averred it to be impossible, on ac-
count of their business, which took them another way.
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Renewing my journey, and ascending in a zigzag
direction, I reached the head of a deep ravine, into
which fell a cascade from the mountan above: I
then resumed a northerly course, and made as much
haste as my heavy attire would allow me. On the
left, but low down and out of hearing, was the river
Ewely, and on my night very high mountains, whilst
my path was, although stony and rugged, along level
ground. In thissway I walked till the sun was de-
clining behind the mountains, when I saw the lights
of a village, but at some distance before me, which I
guessed to be Makhtarah, the residence of the Shaykh
Beshyr, as 1 knew I had been tending towards it.
The path soon became somewhat intricate, in con-
sequence of olive, fig, and mulberry-tree plantations,
which wer¢ numerous hereabout. It now grew dark,

< and I overtook a man driving an ass, who, as faras I
could discern, seemed somewhat afraid of me and my
pistols, whilst I felt equally so of him; I therefore
turned out of the path, apprehensive, if T asked the
way, that he might guess my situation, and find means
to rob me; for, m the hurry of the moment, I had
not loaded my pistols, and my cartrdges were with
my servant,

The hghts were still before me. I knew that the
place of our encampment would be maiked by blazing
meshals (formed by fixing an iron-hooped cylinder on

a pole, and supplying it continually with tarred
canvas), and 1 thought that, at some distance on the
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.

left and beyond the village, I observed this very blaze:
1 therefore left Makhtirah on my right, and inclined
towards them. After I had walked about half an
hour, the blaze suddenly disappeared; by degrees, the
path, which, fiom the darkness of the night was now
no longer perceptible, became so uncertain, that I was
almost fearful to advance, when, on a sudden, T found
myself on a descent and within heaiing of the sound
of a torrent. Stepping with caution and difficulty,
I came to a bridge over a rushing water, which I
judged to be the iiver Ewely. I crossed it, but was
no sooner over than I lost all traces of the path, and
found my faither advance opposed by a precipice.
Heite my comage and my stiength failled me. I
judged it to be three hours after sunset, and the
darkness was not reheved in the abyss mnto which I
had descended by even the glimmermg of a star. The
jackalls howled around me; and whoever has heard
their night-cry, so ike what we may suppose would
be the screams of a child whom robbeis aie in the act
of murdering, will not wonder if I disliked the necessity
of sleeping m this wild place. I was not sme that
there were not leopards near the spot wheie I was;
and the jackalls alone, although they seldom o1 never
attack a man who is awake and moving, might yet
fall on me when asleep, and do me gieat mjury before
I could mse and defend myself. However, all these
reflections were of no avail against extreme weariness.
I lay down on the ground, fell asleep, and 1 the
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morning, soon after daylight and not before, awoke
refreshed and unhurt.

I looked round me, and perceived that I was in a
deep ravine; and, as I observed the path by which
Thad descended to the river, I blessed Providence that
had guided my steps; for it was dangerous even in
open day. About two hundied yards up the stieam
was a water-mill. I went to it, and, knocking at the
door, found an old Driize who invited me m ; but my
apprehensions of the plague caused me to refuse; and
I asked him where I was, told him how I had passed

" the mght, and nquired if he had seen a large caravan
go by on the preceding ddy. The biidge, I learned,
was called Geser Gedayda.

Having satisfied myself on these points, he directed
me up the mountain to a village, where, on my arrival,
I met another Drdze, who was just duving his oxen
to plough. I asked him for something to eat, and he
immediately twrned back, and led me to his own door.
His wife was yot nbed. He roused her, and said he had
brought a foreigner for a visitor, desiing her to set out
the table But, on expressmg my appehensions of
the plaguo, and on refusing to cross the thieshold, she
put out her homely faie on a straw tray.! It consisted
of cheese soaked 1n oil, a bunch of hung giapes, and
some bad bread-cakes. I had now fasted for twenty-
two hours, and was not disposed to quariel about

! These trays are made m contmuous circles, Iike the top of
a beeluve, and are very common m Syra
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trifles ; so she placed it on a stone, and on her re-
tirmg I advanced, and ate with my fingers. My
looks, dress, &c., were all examined by the woman
and a neighbour; but they both serupulously kept
their faces covered. )

Having satisfied my hunger, the man desired lus
son and daughter, children of six or seven years old,
to show me on my way ; but when I produced all the
money I happened to have about me, which was seven
paras (about two-pence), and offered it in payment for
my breakfast, his civility relaxed, and he suffered me
to set off alone. Inm the village of Gedaydy, for so this
was called, the inhabitants are Dxf{izes.

As soon as I was out of the village, I came on a
country barren and stony ; hardly was there a tree to
be seen. An hour’s walk brought me to a Drfize
village, called Ayn-wy—Za.yn.' Here, as theie was no
plague, I lured an ass and guide to carry me onward.
Soon after we entered among very extensive vineyards,
which continued as far as Barfik, where it will be re-
collected we halted for a night two years before.

Lady Hester had pitched the tents on the very
same spot where she had encamped at that time. She
had been, during the night, apprehensive that some
accident had happened to detain me, and my absence
had been produetive hikewise of still worse consequences.
For as, m the necessity there was that our provisions
should last us until we reached Balbec, the keys could
not be entrusted to the servants, I had them m my
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pocket. Upon the a.mva.l, therefore, of the party to
the resting-place, which they did not reach until eleven
at night, no provisions could be had ; and after so long
a day’s journey (the dragoman, who had turned off
the road to go to Makhtfirah to bear Lady Hester’s
compliments to the Shaykh Beshyr, not being pre-
sent), the mule-drivers and servants broke open the
provision hampers, and unnecessary waste ensued,
and caused us to be afterwards reduced to great straits

My pedestrian exertion brought on an intolerable
erysipelatous heat and itching in both my feet, which
nothing could appease but sitting with my naked feet
in the stream, just where it issued quite cold from the
rock,—a dangerous mode of cure, only to be justified by
the necessity I was under of pursuing our journey on
the morrow. We passed the whole of the 19th at
this spot, wiile Pierre went back to recover the lug-
gage which had been left at Meshmishy.

On the 20th, we ascended thelast ridge of Lebanon,
and, when at the summit, enjoyed that fine prospect
which has been deseribed m a former place We
descended into the Bki, and passed the hamlet of
Adney, a few miserable cottages, whither the husband-
men of Bardk go in the summer to plough and sew,
and, having finished these operations, quit them for
their homes until harvest time.

One mile farther we planted our tents. Here we
remained two nights, waiting for the return of M.
Beaudin ; but, not being come back on the 22d of Octo-

B5
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ber, in the morning, the tents were struck. We fook
anortherly diiection, along the plam close to the foot
of Mount Lebanon, and passed some small villages
part on our left in the mountain, and pait on our right
1 the plain.

¢
After a maich of about three leagues we came to

Bur Elias, a small village with a castle of modern
construction overhanging it. It was watered by a
1ivulet, which ran with a smart stream through if.
This stream was made to irrigate several well cultrvated
gardens and orchards, which so much embelhshed the
spot, that, until our arnval at Bélbec, we saw no place
to compare with it. There were also the remains
of an old mosque, with other evidences that the village
was once more populous than at present. In arock
on the south-west side are several ancient caverns,
which served as tombs, with sarcophagi hewn in the
stone ; and, at one part, on ‘the face of o small preci-
pice, chiselled smooth for the pmpose, was a square
portion of ten or fifteen feet, cut deep enough to admit
of a layer of stucco or marble with which it seemed to

have been coated, having mn its centre, towards the
bottom, three recesses, which had probably been filled

up with votive tablets, or basso-relievos, there not

being depth enough for statues,

Leaving Bur Ehas, we came next to Malaka, a large
village of two hundred houses, where terminates what
1 called the district of Bki,! and begins the Balbec

! There are sad to be about forty-four villages m the Bka.
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territory, which is, however, but a continnation of the
same plain. This village, although so large, 15 but of
two years’ date, and was transferred from about thiee
hundred yards off to 1ts present situation, by the emir
of the Difizes, who, having taken, by foice of arms,
from the Emur Jahjéh, the governor of Bilbec, the
village of Khurby, which was just beyond the line of
demarcation of hus domain, destroyed it, and made the
inhabitants build Malaka.

The houses in the Bki were not of stone, as on the
mountain, but of mud bricks dried in the sun. They
were low, and had the appearance of much misery on
the outside, although, as we weie told, very comfort-
able within. This we had no opportunity of ascertain-
mg, as the plague reigned about us, and it was by no
means prudent to approach, much less to enter, any
habitations. The dress of the people was different
from that of the mountaineers. No horns were now to
be seen on the heads of the women, who hkewise wore
red aprons, which weie umiversally seen towaids the
Desert, but never near the sea-coast. The Palma
Christi was cultivated very generally for the sake of
the oil, which is used for lamps. As harvest was now
over, we could not sce what were the particular pro-
ductions of the plain; it seemed, however, lughly for-
tile, being of that fine snuff-coloured mould which, at
Hamah and elsewhere, had been pointed out to us as

most uscful to the husbandman for agrieultwal pur-
poses.
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We encamped near Khurby, which jet had some
cottages among its rmmed walls.  Qur water was drawn
from a spring winch, from its vicinity to an ancient
sepulchire assigned by tradition to the patriarch Noah.
is called Ayn Naah. His body is caid to occupy «a
length of forty cubits, and his feet, for want of room.
to hang down in the well.

Our appearance here and elsewhere in the Bki
eveited much curiosity. Without guards from the
emir or pasha, demanding provisions nowhere, and
boldly encamping in the open plain away from every
habitation, we perhaps awed the very people who
would have attacked others marching with more cau-
tion. For the Bkil is entirely open to the incursions
of the Arabs, who overrun the tract of country be-
tween Bilbec and Hems, where no mountain inter-
poses to obstruet them, -although many maps falsely
lay one down.

The cfiby (or dumplings), which have been men-
tioned in setting out on this journey, were now be-
come so dry and hard that the servants and muleteers
refused fo eat them. T felt that they were justified
in their refusal ; for I, who, for the sake of example,
was obliged {o enforce the order for their consumption by
eating them myself, never suffered more from bad food
than on this occasion: but no representations could
make Lady Hester abate one tittle of her resolution.
The maids cried, the men grumbled and 1ebelled, and
the fatigue of keeping order among Christians, Driizes.
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and Mahometans, was more than I had hitherto ex-
perienced : yet no one fell ill. This day Pierre joined
us here, and brought with him the luggage which had
been left behind.

On the 23d we continued our route. The willages
m the territory of Bélbec were much less numerous,
and much more muserable, than those in the Bka
Such as were on the side of the mountain were built
higher up than they had been, as if the inhabitants
feared to be exposed to depredations from the plain.
No gardens or orchards were to be seen. After five
hours’ march we arrived at a Tel, where was a fine
rivulet, which, running from the mountain, turned a
mill wheel, and then flowed towards the river in the
centre of the plain, the ancient Leontes or Litanus,
called the Bélbec river” by our muleteers, and which
becomes the Casmia before 1t empties itself into the
sea. Herewe encamped, in a still more dangerous
situation than hitherto.

I had established a fixed plan of encampment; with
regular distances assigned for each tent, which was ad-
hered to every night ; but here the tents were brought
closer than usual. I was not at ease in my bed, and,
awaking M. Beaudin, the interpreter, he and myself
patrolled the ground alternately through the night.
The moon shone bright, and the scene wore a lonely
appearance. IFortunately we had to deal with a wo-
man whose composare of mind was never ruffled by
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10l danger, and whote ﬂlrr:p waz never brolen by the
apprehension of fal-e,

The Letanus passed very near thye Tel, fiom v liieh
cireumetanee it 12 evident that the slope of Anfi-Leba-
non extends ac1ogs two-thinds of the plain. At this
season of the year, and in thi< apot, a man might Iap
over the river,  Iigher up, one day’ journey we-t of
Bilbee, there is, according ta Abulfida, (p. 157) 2
pool or lahe. reedy and stagnant, whae thiv river
takes its somee, and the bed of the «trcam hald mony
1ceds in it where we saw it,

On the 2#th we crossed it. and nt noon reached
Bilbee. The lusuriaut seenery which the imagina-
tion 1cadily lent to the city and suing as scen at a
distance, internnxed with the decp green foliage of
trees, vanished on a nearer approach. The gardins
near the rumns were no more than orchards, sown, in
the mtervals between the trees. with maise, turnips,
and other vegetables: nor did the Temple of the Sun
impress us with all its grandeur untal cloce to it.
The inequalities of the soil in a manner buicd the
1uing, and then magnificence, at the first glance, seemed,
like that of Palmyra, to be le<s than, on a farther exa-
nunation, 1t proved to be.
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CHAPTER II.

Residence at Balbee — Visit to the governor, the Emir
Jahjih —Wretchedness of Balbec—Bath Scene—Encamp-
ment of Lady Iester at Ras el Ayn—=Scpulchral caverns—
Greek bishop of Bilbeec — Catholie priest— Climate — Depar-
ture from Bailbee— Ayn Ayty—Hurricane — Bsharry— M-
neral springs—Dress of women—Village of Xhden, conjectured
by some tobe the site of Paradise—Resort of native Christians
—Arnival of Selim, son of Milem Musa Koblan, of Hamah—
The Cedars of Lebanon—>Maronite monastery of Mar Antanils
—Lady Hester enters 1t 1 spite of the monks— Arrival at

Tripol.

, We encamped under the south-west angle of the

* “temple, in an open field, thiough which 1an the ri-
vulet that traveises the town ; but, considering that the
water we thus drank was no better than the washings
of the houses, and fearing also, from the concourse of
women and children who weie constantly surrounding
our encampment, that the plague might be mtroduced
among us, 1t was resolved to remove to a spot of
ground near the spung where the rivulet takes its
rise, called Ras el Ayn, the fountain head, about a
mile from the town to the south-east. Here, in the
ruing of an old mosque, her ladyship's tent was
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sereened from the wind 3 for {empests werz now ex-
pected ; whilst tho rest of the party encamped in the
open fields.

The day after our avrival I paid a visit to the gover-
nor, Emir Jahjsh, of the family of arfilsh, whowe sox-
actions from travellers passing through this placc
have beon recorded by more than onc zuflerer. Ie
was a necedy prince, who ruled, indecd, the district,
but was surrounded by too many cleftains as powerful
as himself ever to feel seenre.  For, on the one hand,
the Pasha of Damascus, to whom he was tributary,
was smd to take annually from him ity purees:
on the other, the Emir of the Driizes, tonands the
west, was watching, upon every oceasion, to muke
encroachments upon him ; and the Emir of Derny, a
neighbouring disttict of Mount Lebanon, was his
cnemy whenever it served his turn to be sn.  Jahjih
had been on one occasion displaced by his brother, the
Emir Sultan, backed by the Pasha of Damascu~: la
he afterwards iestored the usmiped province to Jah-
jéb, and they were now living in amicable 1elation-
with each other. :

I found the emil in a house with little appearance
of splendour about 1t. The room in which he received
me had no more than four whitewashed walls, with a
mud floor covered with & common rush mat  What
his harym was I had no opportumty of judging: but
the harym of one of Ins relations, to which I'went to
see a maid servant who was ill of a tertian ague, was
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very much of a piece with this. His brother, Emir
Sultan, to whom Inext paid a visit, seemed somewhat
better lodged : for his sofa was covered with yellow
satin, with a cushion of the same stuff to lean on,
but’ his guests wete obliged to sit on the flooron a
common mat. An earthenware jug to drink out of,
a towel to wipe his face and hands, a pipe and tobacco-
bag, a sword, a pair of pistols, and a gun—these
formed the furmture of his, as they do that of the
rooms of many other chieftains in the Fast.

I dined with Emir Sultan, a compliment from him
which I did not expect, as the rules of the Metoualy re-
ligion prohibit eating and drinking from vessels defiled
by Christians. Wanting to drink during the repast, I
called for some water, which to the other guests was
handed in a silver cup. To me 1t was given in an
earthenware jug: and, when we had risen from table,

- this jug'was broken by the servant close by the door of
the room, that no one of the house might make use of
1t afterwaids. I felt my choler rise at this unjust
distinetion made between man and man, but I pre-
tended not to observe it. YWhy it was done in sight
of us all T do not know, unless 1t were to remove the
imputation which might lie at lus door if it could be
surmised that an impure drinking-cup still 1emained
in his house.

Twice, when I was on a morning visit to Emir
Sultan, the butcher came, weighed his meat at the
door of ¢he room, and minced it in the window-seat
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before him, m order, as I guessed, to avoid all sus-
picion of poison, the constant dread of ca<lern po-
tentates, or clse 1o fulfil to the letter some pneeept
of his religion touching meats.

The plague was occasionally making its appcnmncc
in different famihes, so that T eould visit no one with-
out some degreo of apprehension. Respecting the
modern town, thig is the information I collected. It
contained now no more than from 120 to 150 families,
about thirty of which were Catholics.?  The Maho-
metan inhabitants were Metoualys or Shyas.? Nothing
could present a more miserable appearance than the
streets. Tivo sivths of the old town were now covered
with rubbish. Wretchedness was depicted in the rags
and looks of the inhabitanty, and poverty in the palace
of the emir. Tt is said that the emir himself, 1endoted
desparate by tho littlo quiet which the pasha of Da~
maseus allowed lim, had, of lus own accord, destroyed
wholo streets, that his town nnght be no longer an

1 These had a resident Frank priest, who acted also as
doctor, Ile was well known as having received all the Eu-
10pean travellers, who have paseed through Bilbee, at hus
little monastery.

2 The word Sluys or Shyas marks either the particular fol-
lowers of Aly, who do not acknowledge the legitimacy of the
first three Caliphs, or comprehends, generally, all heterodox
persons, born in the hosom of Islamism, n opposition to the
Sunnys, an expression hy which all Moslems of the four or-

thodox scets are designated. — (Tabl. Gen. de PLmp. Ou,
vol. 1. p. 95.)
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object of covetousness tohim Bélbec is situated in 33°
50 N. I observed two mosques, Jami ¢l Malak and
Baekiet el Cadi. Theie were four gates to the town,
which was divided mto seven parishes. The distriet
of Bilbec contained twenty-five villages.

South and by east of the temple, at the distance of
a quarter ofa mile, is an elevation which commands the
town, and affords a beautiful view of the rmns and of
the surrounding country. On the top of this eminence
was a well, hewn out of the 1ock, of a square form,
but now filled up with rubbish. The quarries, which
supplied the stone for building the temple, are to the
south-west of 1. Viewed from this spot, the plain of
the Bk4 seems to run north-east and south-west. The
last visible point of Anti-Lebanon, seen from hence,
lies north-east and by north half east, and the snowy
summit of Mount Lebanon bore north-north-west.

I forbear to give any description of the Temple of
the Sun. It was in the same state in which Volney
saw it 1n 1784, The 1mmense stones which form the
escarpment of the south-west coiner, and which are
alnays mentioned by travellers with so much wonder,
somewhat disfigme the edifice ;! for their monstrous
magmitude is solittlen coriespondence with the stones

! The largest of the stones 1n the outer (western) wall 1s smd
to be 62 feet 9 nches, that in the quarry 68 feet mn length, 17
feet 8 inches wide, 18 feet 10 mches thick, Wood and Dawkins,
who aver that they gmve all their drawings and plans from
measurement, are the best authors to rely on.
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which form the uppor part of the wall that they destroy
all symmetry, and impress an 3des of a building
less in size than its component parts were intended
for. -
Lady Hester’s first inquiry wae generally for 2
bath ; and, when she had ascertained that thern was
one, having reposed heyself for two or three days, she
was desitons of going to it : so it was to be cleaned
out for her 1eception. It was the afternoon, and, as
is customary, the women, who alwaya hathe from noon
to sunset, were in it. The bathmaster, eager for the
bakehysh, which he already anticipated he chould get
from a porson reputed so rich as Lady Ifester. re-
quested me to wait a little, and said he wovld order
the women out in & moment, and show it to me. Ac-
cordingly, he went into the centre roons, vociferating as
he entered, and then, driving them, wndressed as they
were, into a side chamber, he called me in. A fow
naked children continued to run about ; whilst the
women, curious to sco a Frank, pecped ont of their
hiding-place, and cared very littla what part of their
person was exposed to view. Had I boen anytlung
but a modical man, neither the bath-man nor I could
have risked such an adventure on such an occa-
sion. Thus the women of the east, veiled from head
to foot, and shut up with bars and bolts, still find
means, under the excuse of doctors, detvises, and rela-

tions, to admit men into places from which their
jealous husbands in vain would exclude them,
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RAS EL AYN, BALBFC

The spot at which we were encamped was one of
the most beautiful that it 1z possible to behold. It
was at the extremity of a valley, on the first rise of
the Anti-Lebanon, where several copious springs,
bubbling up in a circular basin of antique masonry,
formed a considerable rivulet, which watered the whole
valley down to Bélbec, one mile off. The valley was
covered with the dense foliage of fruit-trees, cypresses,
weeping-willows, plane, and fruit-trees of all kinds,
thiough which a shady path led to the town. Close
to the spring were the ruins of an old mosque, and the
remains of a gateway, the lintel and posts of which were
single blocks of stone. It probably had belonged to
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the temple ; and the circular basins, which confined
the springs, were once, to appearance, surmounted by
domes. Many large loose stones lay round about.
In looking from the bank, just above the spring, a
variety of objects filled up the landscape. In fhe
farthest distance wete the two most elevated peaks of
Mount Lebanon, covered with snow, contrasted with
a lower chain of the mountamn, wooded and dark-
looking. Over the tops of the gardens rose, in mag-
nificent grandeur, the six columns, which were still
standma, of the muer temple. Dispersed in the field
to the left of the mosque were the green tents, with
asses and mules tied up among them. It was but
to tuin one’s back on these cheerful objects, when the
barren dechivities of Anti-Lebanon presented them-
selves, heightenmg the beauty of the mixed scenery
at their foot by the contrast which they presented.
By an arrangement made previous to Lady Hester's
departuie fiom Meshmfshy, Selim, the son of Malem
Musa Koblan of Hamah, of whom mention has been
made duiing our stay at that place, was to meet her
here ; but, as he had not come, my servant was de-
spatched on a mule with a letter to him This
necessanily detammed us at Bélbec; and, when the
ruins had been seen, the governor visited, and the
prospects round about admired, a stay heie became
somewhat irksome: as the plague was so much m-

creased that it was necessary to abstain from entering
people’s houses.
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The death of a Sayd or Sherff of the plague
alarmed the governor so much, that he removed goon
afterwards with s household to a castle at a small
distance. But the motive he assigned was not consi-
dered by us as the real one: for we thought that he
was either afisid of Sehm’s coming, of which he had
Tieard, considering that he might be an emissary of the
Pasha of Damascus, who had long endeavoured to lay
hold of lus person: or else, apprehensive that m our
esposed emcampment we might be plundered, he
supposed, by removing himself from the towm, he
should not be considered as responsible, or charged by
the Porte with reparation.

In the mean time, as it happened everywhere,
Lady Hester never rode through the stieets, or ap-
proached the town, but she was immediately followed
by several persons. Ali, Emir of Derny,! was so far
attracted by cwiosity as to depart from ks dignity
and ride round our encampment, in the wish of getting
a sight of her. Affawrs with Emir Jahjsh bad brought
lim from his principality, which is on the north ex-
tremuity of Mount Lebavon, down to Balbec, and his
martial air, as he rode along with a dozen attendants,

strack me very foicibly ; but Lady Hester did not see
m,

' Of this emic A%, Burckhardt has these words (p 168) —
* the north dechivity of Mount Tabanus, a district goveined
at present (March, 1812)) by Ali Beg, 2 man famous for his
gencerosity, hberahty, and knowledge of Arabian literature,”
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At the begmning of November it came on to rain
most violently, and successive storms of thunder and
wet confined us much under our tents. In the in-
torvals of fine weather, I rode out in every dircction
round the town; but my reseamrches were unsuceessful
in discovering any 1emains of antiquity that had not
been before seen by other travellere,  About one hun-
dred yards from the north-east wall of the city there
are several caverns, the appearance of which demon-
stiated that stone was quarried there for building, and
that, at the same time, or subsequently, these caverns
had been converted into sepulchres forthe dead They
are very numerous, and fome were very spacious:
but, in all, the shape was neaily alike, being that of
an arch of six feet fiom the apex to the floor, and five
and a half or six feet long. They contained from three
to ten pits or sarcophag, and generally they weie just
deep cenough for the bieadth of a human corpse 'Somc_
had two abreast. Some sepulchres were flat-roofed,
and one had a centre embossment which might ori-
ginally have been sculptuied in relief. Many had in
them small niches as if for a lamp ; and in one was an
upright sarcophagns.

We found here some peasants filling sacks with
saltpetre, which they collected from these and other
caverns, m and about the place: they had amassed
four ass loads. On the talus of one of the shafts

of the quarry there were, although with difficulty to
be digcovered, some old Grecian characters,
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I was sitting one day under a clump of trees, by
the side of a 11vulet smoking, when a Greek caloyer
or priest approached, and saluted me. It proved to
be the bishop of Bélbee, whom I had known, in the
antumn of 1812, at Yabrad, the ordinary place of lus
residence ; for the fanaticism of the Metoualys, and
the oppression of Jahjih’s government, obhged him
to reside n a more tranquil spot His diocese ex-
tended from Hems to Maldla. He was a dark, ugly,
squnting man, but very loguacious, and seemingly a
very good theologian. His name, which, as a layman,
had been Wakyn, was now Cyrllus: and tius

assumption of an episcopal name is a common practice
among Bastern divines.!

! Bilbec has to boast of having given birth to a famous
physician, named Beder-ed-dyn Balbeky, who lived n the
third century of the hegira

I marked 1n charcoal, on the walls of the mner temple, the
name of Lady Hester with this laudatory quatiamn —

Quam multa antiquis sunt his meisa columms
Nomma! cum saxo mox peritura sunul

Sed tu nulla tunes obhivia fama superstes,
Esthe1, s1 pereant maimora, semper erit.

How many names, ¢lse never to be known,

Live for a while, mscribed upon this stone!
_But, Hester, thine oblivion shall not fear —

Fame will t1ansmit 1t, though not written here.

However, her ladyship requested me immediately to efface the
whole, and she declared she never had consented, when living

with her uncle, to be prased mn verse, or porf1ayed m pamting
VOL. III, Cc
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Giovanni was not yet returned from Hamah, and
apprehensions were entertained that he had been
plundered by the Bedoum Aiabs: yet, as he was
furnished with a paper saying by whom he was sent,
and as he was moreover known as having accompanied
us to Palmyra, 1t was thought that he would not be
molested. During the whole of this time, the mule-
teers and their mules were at a fixed pay per diem,
which made the delay very expensive.

I occasionally visited tho Catholic priest, a Euro-
pean  His house contained the only oven for baking
loaves in the place, and our bread was baked there
every two or three days. I was sitting with him one
day on a stone by the way side, m conversation, when
a sayd or gieen turbaned Mahometan passed us on
an ass, carrying before him a dish of lentils, which he
apparently had bought for his dinnmer. ¢ El mejd
hllah—(Glory be to God)”—was his salutation to us;
to which the priest immediately replied, ¢ dayman—

(for ever)”—and the sayd went on, and the piiest
continued the conversation, both quite unconscious
how strange their puritamecal language appeared.!

Bilbec 18 an extremely cold and exposed place in
the winter, but must, from the dry air of the neigh-
bouring downs, enjoy a very salubrious climate.

The weather still contimuung tempestuous, there was

! In the Syran monasteries, the customary salutation be-

tween the fmars who meet each other 1s that above mentioned,
and the answer hkewse,
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some hazard, should our departure be delayed much
longer, that the route over Mount Lebanon to Tripoli
would become impassable from the snow. Accord-
mgly, we left Balbec on the 7th or 3th of November
at 11 o’clock, after having remained there a fortnight.
We ciossed the plain in a north-west direction.
When we were half over 1t, we saw on our left, half
a mile out of the road, a single pillar : but, whether one
of many others now thrown down, or a votive column,
I had not time to examine.!? About four we reached
the foot of Lebanon, and passed the village of Dayr
Ahmar, We ascended, and, about half past five,
arnived at the narrow valley where stood the village of
Ayn Aty; so named from a source of water which
springs from the rock just above: and there 1s, as we
were told, a small lake near the spot.?

The wind was north, and blew very cold, with rain

11 have since read in some author that this column was of
the Coimthian order, fifty-seven feet lugh and five feet in
duameter, having a tablet for an inscription, now ecrased.
I cannot recollect whether it was before or after we arrived at
the column, that there stood a village (called Yyd or Nyd)
not far out of the road, wiich we were desirous of enterng :
but the mhaitants haled us from the roofs of the houscs,
and with muskets n theiwr hands threatened to shoot any one
who should approach them; for they were determined, they
said, to let nobody, commng from Bilbec, where the plaguc was,
have intercourze with them,

* For the propertics of this loke, sce Buscbius de vita Con-
tantmi, iy §5

s €Y
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and sleet. Pierre. who had undertaken to be our
guide, had promised that we should arrive before sun-
set at our station: but it was already dmk, and
Lady Hester, who suftered much from tho inclemency
of the weather, grew impatient and angry with him.
We continued to ascend thiough a scattered forest of
stunted oaks, with which the whole of the lowest
chain is wooded. Some weie of a good circumferenee
in the stem. but none were Ingh. Whilst 1t was yet
hght, 1 pﬁ:‘ked up two specimens of the rock, wich
seemied to be a sort of marble 1n a bed of argil.

We arrived, at length, at the sping-head, Ayn
Aty ;! but such a hunicane of wind and rain camne on.
Jjust as the muleteers were unloading. that they, one and
all, threw down tents, trunks. and beds, in confusion.
and betook themselves for shelter to caverns in the
rocks, so that we saw no more of themall night. In
vain did I call and threaten; they heeded me not.
The tent-men were desited to plant Lady Hester’s
tent, and leave the others fa1 the moment to shift as
they could . but, so strong did the wind blow, that.
as fast as they reaed 1t. it was blown down again.
The maids could keep no candle alight: even in a
lantern 1t was extinguished, and the darkness was
miense. With some difficulty, Lady Hester's tent
was at last secured, then that for the women. Her

! Ayn Aty s called by Burckhardt Ainnete, one word, but
T venture to think that he 1s mncorrect,
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ladyship, who had meanwhile taken shelterunder a pre-
cipice, was at length comfortably placed under cpver.

This was one of the mest distressing nights we
ever passed. When the other tents were fixed, and,
by means of fires, we had somewhat dried ourselves,
a laughable accident occurred from the teirors of
Pierre, who, having gone a short distance from the
camp, could not fiom the darkness find his way back
again; and was heard amidst the fury of the tempest
bellowing Justily for help. Neither the diagoman nor
myself slept the whole of the mght; as, on several
occasions, the tent-ropes flew, and it required all our
authority to induce the afdams or tent-men to brave
the weather and 1epair them.

November the 9th, assoon as 1t was light, the mule-
teers re-appeared, confessing that they had hidden
themselves for fear of being emplofecl through the
mght. We departed from Ayn Aty, clambermg up
the steep paths to surmount the second chain; and,
in about ftwo hours, we came to the summit, from
which the valley of the Bkd, as we looked down
behind us, seemed like a slip of fallow land, so much
were its dimensions narrowed by distance  In ascend-
ing Mount Lebanon, fiom the plam between Dayr
Ahmar and the spring Ayn Aty, the rock is of a
compact lmmestone, with a portion of iron intermixed :
at least, so I judged from its colour, which was,
where exposed to the air, red, and within flesh-coloured.
On the very summit of the mountamn, above the
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Cedars and behind the village of Bsharry, T broke off
a fragment of rock, which was limestone also. De-
scondmg on the other side, we saw the far-famed
clump of Cedars on our right; and, leaving them,
arrived at sunset at Bsharry. The shaykh, nared
Ragel, received Lady Hester into his house, although
he had made some difficulty at first, owing to his
dread of the plague, which we might have brought
with us from Bilbee. I was lodged in a house én the
opposito side of the street, and the rest were dispeised
about as the shaykh chose to billet them.

Bsharry is in itself a picturesque spot, and com-
mands views of other spots equally so. It wasa burgh
of two hundred houses, furnishing when necessary
five hundred muskets. From the martial character
of the inhahitants, who were hardy mountameers, and
accustomed from their infancy to carry firearms; as
also from 1its eclevated situation, difficult on all sides
of access ; 1t had, at different periods, asserted its in-
dependence by force, although surrounded by Driizes
and Metoualys, Turks, and Ansfrys They spoke of
the prosent government of the Emir Beshyr with dis-
gust, and pretended that, if the love of liberty, which
was so strong m their forefathers, had still existed,
they should yet have beon free.

In the environs of Bsharry, potatoes were cultivated
and eaten by the peasants as an article of daily food.
Therr int1oduction was of a fow years® date only. Some
Franks at Tripol, I afterwards learned, were accus-
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tomed to eat them occasionally ; but elsewhere than at
Bsharry I did not observe them to be cultivated.
Lady Hester caused some to be planted at Abia, but
the peasants prognosticated that they would die; and
indeed they came up very well, but the soil was too
much burnt uwp, and they could not find moisture
enough to come to matunty.

The inhabitants of Bsharry were of the Maronite
persuasion. They were said to be all good sportsmen.
I found few sick in the place, aud was told that per-
sons lived to an advanced age. Among those who
apphed to me there were cases of colic, so1e eyes, and
old sores, and one of a venercal natuie; but there
were no goitres, and yet snow-water is the only water
drunk. T collected here a few ancient coins, which
was generally the payment I exacted from the sick.
Theaiver Kadyshy takes its source above this village,
out of a rocky amphitheatre, and is precipitated by
small cascades into a deep ravine, where it runs until
lost among the windings of the mountains.

To the north-east another spring, from the moun-
tains that overhang the environs of the village, fell in
a pretty cascade, and, running close to the east point
of the willage, contiibuted to increase the stream of
the Kadysha, The water, where it formed the cascade,
and before it mixed with other 1iivulets, was said to
affect goats, drmking of it, with looseness ; whilst men
were exempt from this effect. The 10ads around were
stony and difficult. 1endered wet and muddy by the
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constant mtersection of rivuleis, which, at this scaron,
were very numerons.  To the east of Bubarry theie i
a convent dedicated to Mar Salgs.

The women hete, instead of veils of «ilk erape, wate
over their hieads coloured handkerchicfs, prineipally
sed. The tarey on the head was of the shaype of 2
truncated bell of mlver, to which wern appended by
the better sort of females jmaling gold and sibver
coins, to divert (as a hvely young woman fold me)
their tiresome husbands. Their pantaloons were
red; and, from the ficquent vesort of Tripoline
lndies to these heights for change of ar, they had
adopted fiom them the high-hecled slipper with red
soles, affected by the Obristtan women of that eity,
and by them borrowed from the Cypriotes.

In the same house with the shaykh lodged another
shaykh of the same family, named Girius, 8 man of
better appearance than his collengne, Seeing that I
inquired for antiques, he produced an intaghe, re-
piesenting an owl, for which I offered him a con-
siderable price; but he was quite exoibitant in his
demands. 1 had cvery 1eason to believe, fiom what
I afterwards heard at Thipoli, that this 1ing had ence
been the propeity of an Tinglihman, M: Davison,
who, on visiting the Cedars of Mount Lebanon, lost it
in the snow. It was picked up by a man sent by tho
shaykh to look for 1it, after Mr. Davicon had em-

ployed a peasant m (as he smd) a fruitless search for
it and had departed.
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We staid here the whole of the 10th, but Lady
Hester did not show herself out of doors, nor admit
the females of the house into her 100m ; and from this
circumstance origmated a report, which was circulated
at T1ipoli before our arrival, that she had guards to
prevent people from gazing on her as she passed along
the road.

From Bsharry? we proceeded to Ehden. The rainy
season was now set in, and the weather was exceed-
mgly cold in these high regions. Eden, or, as it s
more properly wiitten, Ehden, has been fancifully
supposed by some travellers to be the ancient Paradise ;
but it has no claim whatever to such a pre-eminence,
excepting in name, as there are many villages in the
mountam equally, or even more, romantic. Its
elevated situation renders it a pleasant summer 1e-
sidence, and the Franks of Tiipoh resort to it
annually in the hot months., In their eyes and those
of the native Christians, it 15 no small recommenda-
tion to these almost inaccessible spots, that they hive
here quite away fiom the Turks, whose gravity and
sobriety in the cities greatly repress their conviviality.
Ehden abounds in lofty and spreading walnut-trees
and mulberry plantations. Meandering rivulets purl
through it in every direction. The cottages are sub-
stantially and neaily bwlt, and we were nowhere

! For Aphaca, o temple dedicated to Venus, on the top of
Mount Lebanon, see Zosunus, 1, 58,

cb
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moto pleasantly lodged during the journey than here.
The curato’s widow gave up her best room for me.
It was a stono walled house, with a flat roof and a
floor of compaet coment. The windows were without
casoments. ' Tho whole village was much more neatly
Duilt than any of those that we had hitherto seen.

There was a man in this village named Yusef
Kawdm, who afforded much amusement. He might
be said to officiate in the eapacity of parasite to any-
body who visited Ehden, and who would pay him for °
playmg the character.

It was 1esolved to wait here for Selim, whose de-
partwre from home had been announced to Lady
Hester by letter. She was lodged in a small convent,
which had once belonged to the Jesnits; and every
arraugement for the comfort of so numerous a party
had been made by the shaykh of the village, named
Latdf el Ashy, who, having passed his youth at Tri-
poli, as a clerk m a mercantile house, spoke a little
TFrench. Two days aftorwards Selim ariived, accom-
panied by a boy fourtcen years old, Sulymfin, the
son of Milem Skeuder, of Hems, of whom mention
was made in o precoding part. Seclim had two ser-
vants with him, and Sulymfin one. Selim alighted
at the shaykh’s door, where an apartment was pro-
vided for him, and where I waited to receive him.
On hearing the noise of his horse’s feet, I ran to wol-
como him as an old acquantance, and condueted him
up the steps mto his room. A fow minutes after-
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wards I was surprised to find Sulymén did not follow,
and desired one of the servants to see if he had gone
into a wrong room. He returned and whispered to
me that Sulymén was at the foot of the steps. and
wduld not come in, unless I went and fetched him in
the same form as I had dome Selim. Surprised at
this boy’s ndiculous ceremomousness, 1 would have
laughed at him, but I found that he was in good
earnest. This ciicumstance is mentioned as illus-
trative of the pride of Christians in the Levant, which
swells wheie their demands on people’s avibity are
likely to be comphed with, and shrinks mto nothing
before Turks, or where they expect a repulse.

The mornings were spent by Selim and myself m
sitting and smoking by the side of the stream on a
carpet spread for the pmpose, or m riding. He had
with him a very beautiful horse, which he backed with
much clegance. Conducted by the shaykh, we went
to view the Cedais; but they have heen too often
deseribed to 1ender it necessary to say anything about
them. The neighbouring convent keeps so far a guard
over these sacred trees, that no native peasant dares
injure and cut them. Tiavellers, however, did not
scruple to take away as large a bianch or pece as
smted their wants; but latterly some 1estramt has
been put upon them. and it is now necessary to obtain
an order for that pmpose. These Cedars have a very
dubious reputation, and no great beauty to recommend
them. Those which grow in the grounds of Warwick
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Castle are (the traditions attached to the others ex-
cepted) almost equally worth sceing.

We remained at Eden a weck, and went thence to
the monastery of Mar Antanids, (St. Anthony) situate
about halfa league to the south of the village, on eno
of the most 1omantc sites that can be found in any coun-
try, half way down a deep and precipitous 1avme : and,
although we could look down upon it fiom Ehden, yet,
to get there, it was necessary for persons on hoiseback
to make a circuit of two Jeagues. At the bottom of the
1avine, which 1s well wooded, is a nver, the Kadyshy ;
and the summts of the mountains quite overhang the
monastery, which stands on a ledge of the 1ock scarcely
broad enough for its base, and which is only accessible
by a path, so narrow that habit alone could make
persons pass 1t with indifterence. TFrom the rock, in
the very centre of the monastery, issues a stream of
water, that, in summer, must give a delicious coolness
to the cloister, but now produced a cold and comfort-
less clull.

The frars are Maionites, fifty or sixty in number,
including 1esidents and mentheants. Many miracles
are attubuted, by the inhabitants of the surrounding
country, to the tutelary samnt of the place: such as
the cure of lunacy, epilepsy. and fits ; the incorrupti-
bility of corpses buried in the monastery ; and, more
especially, the certam mamfestation of his anger to-
wards anything of the female sox that presumes to
cross the thieshold of this holy place. I believe this
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to have becn the chief reason that induced Lady
Hester to turn out of her road to visit it. So tenacious
of violation is Saint Anthony in this respect, that the
hen-fowls are cooped up, lest they should stiay into
the sacred precincts, whilst the cocks run at large.

On our arrival, Lady Hester was accordingly lodged in
a house about fifty yards distant, bwlt for visitors;
whilst wo were 1eceived into the monastery. As soon
as she had rested a little, she sent a message to the
supe11or, announcing her intention of trying the Saint’s
- gallantry, and, saying that she would, on the follow-
ing day, give a dinner to him and to the shaykhs,
who had escorted her from Eden, m a room of the
monastery itself. She hinted at the authaiity with
which she was furnished from the Sultan to visit what
places she chose ; and that, consequently, any opposi-
tion on their part would be opposition’ to lum. DBut
there weie not wanting some priests who openly
avowed their abhorrence of such impiety, whilst the
greater number secretly murmured at this sacrilege on
the part of a heretie, and that heretic a woman. Selim,
who was 2 man of gieat”discernment and knowledge
of the world, which he concealed under a mock
frivolity and gaiety, which made many persons ima-
gine him to be half mad, pretended that, on such a
grand occasion, nothing less than a Cashmere shawl
must cover the sofa wheieon Lady Hester was to sit,
and that no common carpet would serve to rest her
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fect on.' For he was much afraid that some trick
would be practised by the monks, cither on the <of
or carpet, in order to presave the miraculous con-
sistency of thew saint. My own foresight went no
farthor than to desite that the ass should be caefilly
watched provious to her riding fiom the adjoining
houso to the monastery : for the path was on the edge
of a low piccipice, and a bramble under its tail, or
pm m the crupper, would have been suflicient to en-
danger the rider’s hife, YWhen the dinner hour arrived,
Lady Hester mounted ; aund, bemg deternuned that
the monks shonld have no subterfuge, she would not
dismount untal she had ndden on her she-ass into the
vory hall of the building ; and I verily believe, 1f the
wiser sort did not, that at least the servants of thoe
monastery. and her ladyship’s own, expected to sce
the pavement gape beneath hex fect and swallow her
up She visited the refectory and every place where
she could put her head ; but at one door there was a

' 1t must be observed that, in the East, a uewunl way of
doing honour to distmgwshed guests 1s to spread something
costly for them to tread or sit on.  Thus, when it was thought
that her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales would have
visited Damictta, the Lnghsh agent there, a 1ich mercharit,-had
arranged that the path fiom the side of the Nile to lus lhouse
door should be covered with Cashmere shawls  Carpets are
seldom left sprcad out in a room, but ne 1olled up and moved
from room to 100m as wanted, bemg generally small, and
never made singly to cover a whole 100m.
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momentary altercation between the two parties of
monks, who were for and against her entering. We
then sat down to dinner, and, at the expiration of four
hours, Lady Hester retired. The news of her courage,
as 1 was construed by some, and her sacrilege, as 1t
was called by others, soon spread through the moun-
tain, and was long the topic of general coaversation. -
This monastery had a prmmting-press, which lay
useless, owing to the recent death of an old monk
called - Seraphim, who was the founder and worker of
1t, having himself made the font of the types. I was
.presented with a specimen of his labours, being, a
single sheet containing a notice of the, miracles that
had been wrought by the tutelary samnt.
The glebe of Mar Antanitis produces, as I was in-
formed, to the amount of fifteen puises m silk.
Canubin and other convents in this distiiet,
although well worthy of the tiaveller’s attention, were
not visited by us on account of the weather. e left
the fizars, who were greatly satisfied with her lady-
ship’s generosity, and procteded, with the ram upon
us, to a willage called Keffer-zayny, on our road to
Tripoli. Lady Hester fell fiom her ass mn the way,
but réceived no hurt, for two lads always walked by
her, one on either side, who supported her knees and
back m craggy and difficult places. The ass was
without a bridle, and was left, with the sagacity for
which that animal is known, to pick his own way. We
were escorted by a guard of armed men. The difi-



40 TRAVLLS OF

culties of the road were more than commonly great,
A man, dressed in a splendid seailet vobe, pre<ented
himself to Lady ITester in the evening, and ercated a
meat deal of meiriment by Ins assumed aiis of im-
portance. °

On the following day we artived at Tripoli, amid«t
a tremendons storm of thunder and rain.  The yeport
of Lady Hester’s approach had spread through the
city, and the sticets through which she had to pa-~
were Imed with speetators, whase curiosity must have
heen great to induce them to stand the pelting of such
% sform.
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CHAPTER IIIL

Residence at Tripoli—The governor Mustafa Aga—Lady
Hester's visit to mm—Extraordnary civilities pmd by her to
Selim —Town and port of Tripoh—Greek bishop—Library—
Pamtings n the-church—Unwholesome climate—The author’s
journey to the convent of Dayr Hamyra— Illness of Maly
Ismael’s Khasnadir—DAMraculous cures performed at the
convent—The Khasnadar's wife—The monks—Castle of El
Hussn—Extensive view——Arrival of Selim at the monastery—
His character—Return of the author to Tripoh—Lady Hester's

plan of an association of hterary men and artists—Departure
for Mar Elas.

The Capuclun convent, an uninhabited buwilding,
was hited for Lady Hester ; and for Sehim, the dra-
goman, and myself, a spacious house, belonging to the
widow of the katib of the goveinor. The muleteers
were dismissed, and airangements weie made for a
residence of some weeks. As a clue fo many circum-
stances which occurred durmmg the time of our stay in
this eity, 16 will be necessary to say sometlung 1espect-
mg Mustafs Aga (nick-named Berber), the then
governor, 3 man 11sed by his conduct and valour from
the very dregs of the people.

Mustafa was the son of a muleteer, whose employ-
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ment consisted in transporting goods for hire fiom
place to place ; and he amself, m Ins youth, followed
the same occupation. He afterwards entered the ser-
vico of Hassan, emur of the Driizes, as an wunder-
servant of the houschold, Here he caught the cye of
the emir, and was advanced by him ; but, probably,
not liking to derogate from the character of a true
Mussulman by associating with schismatics, he quitted
his place and 1eturned to Tripoli Tiipoli, at this
time, was divided into two opposite factions, that of
the janissaries and of the townspeople. Mustafa sided
with the latter ; and, having shown himself a man of
talent and courage by lus lJanguage and demeanour, ten
or a dozen others formed themselves into a sort of
gang under his direction. s followers by degrees
inereased ; and at length a plan was formed among
them to strike at the very root of the power of the
janissaries by seizing the castle. Tlus, according to
the nature of the Turkish government, is the strong-
hold of the military power, and 1s bestowed generally
on some confidential servant of the Porte as a check
on the ewil governor, who is chosen by the pasha of
the department.

The aga of the janissaries, or governor of the castle,
was so little suspicious of the possibility even of so
bold an attack, that he resided in the eity, and left
only a few soldiers on guard in the citadel. Some of
these were gained over by the artful Mustafa; and,
at an appointed signal, ropes weie let down at might,
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by which he and about twenty others were drawn up,
and admitted unperceived through a window.

The fow soldiers who attempted to oppose them
were despatched or bound, and in the morning the
newk was spread that Berber had obtained possession
of the castle. The townspeople declared for him im-
mediately ; and his first care was to send to Mohammed,
pasha of Egypt, to request him to write to the Porte
to express Ins allegiance to lus sovereign, and to ob-
tain for him the post of Janissary Aga, or, in other
words, a confirmation of the power he had usurped.
After a lapse of some weeks, during which he main-
tained himself in the citadel, a firman arrived, pro-
cldiming him mihtary governor; but so powerful was
the opposmite faction, that ho dared never venture
through the streets of Tripoli without & guard of
fifty or sixty persons.

It was said that, ashe rode through the sticets, his
prercing eyes, which were turned in every direction,
watched the Jooks of those he mot; and wo 1o him
whose guilt was supposed to be betrayed in lus coun-
tenance—that moment was his last.

Next to the governor, a very important person in
every Twikish town is the katib, or government se-
cretary, Mustafa Aga had several ;! the two chief
were Wahby Sadeka and Mamy Garyb, his son-in-

1 Idined with these gentlemen at diffeaent periods, and was

generally expected to give about a crown as vails to the ser-
Yants on coming away.



44 TRAVELS 0P

law, a young man who had alieady acquired in hic
situation much deserved reputation. M. Guys, grand-
son of the anthor of a Comparison between Ancient and
Modein Greeee, was French consul; Mr. Cat-iflitz,
English agent. These are the public authorities With
whom travellers, generally speaking, have to do.

A day or two after om awrival, Lady Hester re-
caved Malem Wahby, the public secietary, sent by
Mustafa Aga to compliment her and to offer her his
services.

The visit was 1etmned to the governor a few day-
afterwards. He 1eceived her ladyship in the most
polite manmer to which his rough character eould
adapt itself; for his frank and hearty weleome was
strongly contiasted with the generally formal cour-
tesy of the Turks. Selin sat on the floor at the
governot’s feet ; for native Christians seldom obtain
the privilege of a seat on the sofa in a great Turk’s
presence, and are well content not to be kept stand-
ing Lady Hester found means, in a short con-
versation, to impress Mustafa Aga with a favourable
opinion of her talents and character ; and ever after-
wards he showed 2 stiong disposition to serve her on
all oceasions. Everything about the Asa wore a
martial appearance; and lus black slave, who stood
at a little distance from him, amed with pistols in his
girdle, seemed, by his attitude and air, to be the
fauthful guardian of hus master’s safety.

Mustafa Aga had several Christians among his
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soldiers, destined for the service of the police This
is uncommon in Asiatic Tuikey, for examples of it
occurred nowhere else, that I saw.

In coming away, 1 had an opportunity of judging
of the extreme simplieity of the Aga’s mode of living.
His dunner was laid out on a mat, on the floor of a
room which we passed, and consisted of six o1 eight
messes of pilau and yakbny, which are boiled rice
and a stew of small bits of meat and vegetables, and
these m dishes of common queen’s-ware. There were
no knives or forks, and the spoons were wooden. A
man in England, hving hke a temperate Mahometan,
would pass for a prodigy with some, and with others,
for one who took not emough to support Lfe; by all,
he would be considered as a most sober liver - for the
food of Mustafa Aga, like that of most of the follow ers
of Mahomet, was genetally confined to rice, boiled
mutton, vegetables, honey, and fruit. "Water was his
only drink ; and, on the very afternoon of this visit,
being requested to call on him that he mght consult
me respecting some ndisposition, when I advised him
to use a tincture, which he understood from me was
compounded of spint, he totally rejected 1t, upon the
plea that, in whatever state he might be, his abhor-
1ence of vinous hiquors was settled.

In the mean time, Mailem Selim was treated +with
the most marked civility by Lady Hester. The
public bath was hired for him an evening or two after
our arrival. Two sumptuous repasts were prepared
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for him overy day, and people saw with wonder the
deferonce that was paid, him by her ladyship. Dut
she had her ends to answer ; and on sucli oceasions it
might bo observed, by those in the habil of ln ing
near her, that she often would raise very Jumblo in-
dividuals to an clevation t¢ which they had not bren
accustomed, by which they were the more easily Jed to
forget their natmal prudence, and communicate more
readily the information she wanted. She knew that,
when these artifieial props were taken away. folks could
very easily be made to drop to their own level again.

In the middle ages, Tripoli was the seene of much
watfare. It was taken by the crusaders after a siege
of seven yeais, and retaken by the Satacens in 122
by sap.

Modern Tripoli is the head of a pashalik, extend-
ing noith dnd south fiom Nahr Ibrahum to Dyldn,
and bounded on the east by the highest chain of the
mountams which run parallel to the coast. Ali,
a pasha of two tails, held it, but resided at St. Jean
d’Acre as kekhyah of Sulimén Pasha, whilst Mustafa
Aga governed in his stead. It 15 the best built and
cleanest town along the coast of Syria ; perhaps, too,
the lmgest, certainly, at the time we are speaking of|
the most commereial ; although now supeiseded by
Beyiout. The castle is at the south-cast pait of the
city, and 1s of Saracen or Frank constiuction. Theie
are five or six mosques. The Greeks and Maronites
have their churches, and the Franciseans and Capu-
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chins their monasteries. A river runs by the city,
which serves to irrigate the gardens, As it is bul
at some distance from the‘sea,_ (about one mile) there
is a small town, called the Myma, close to the har-
bourif the insecure anchorage formed by two or three
rocks deserves that name. DBetween the city and the
Myna ave the orchards and gardens, which are the
boast of the place, both for their productions and
beauty. Oranges were now in season, which have been
before mentioned as very juicy at this place. One of
the chief sources of wealth to the city was the ma-
nufacture of silk turbans, sashes, bath waist-cloths,
and saddle-covers, which are in request throughout
Syma. The Cluistians here were of the Greek
church ; and so violent were they against schismatics,
that it was dangerous for a Greek Catholic to tarry in
the place for a few hours. The bishop of Tripoli
was an agreeable man, who spoke often in praise of
the English : for he had known many of that nation,
when our army invaded Egypt the second time under
General Fraser, at which period he was residing as a
priest at the Greek convent of Alexandria.

I had an opportunity of seemg, in the bishop’s
house, the linary belonging to the see. The books
had been thrown 1nto a lumber room, and left there to
be devouted by the rats, or more slowly consumed by
moths and damp. There were some Greek manu-
seripts ~ The church was undergomg a thorough
repair, and, to embellish the altar sereen, a Candiote
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painter had been sent for. whose #hill in hie art
seemed to me far from despicable, He showed me
some copies fiom Jialian engravings which were very
well exceuted : and, when I acked him if he did not
prefer them to the gilded daubs of Virgin-" and
Samts of his own churel. he showed himeelf pea-
feetly aware of the faulte of Ins conntiy men’s nanner.
but said he must paint to pleace, ov he could not live,
The climate of Tripoli is 1eputed to be the werd
in Sy1ia, and the cadaverous looks of the inhabitants
bore ovidence to the truth of the assertion; for,
although the season was far advanced. it was grievoue
to behold and hear of the number of the «iek. The
prevaling disease was a hilions remittent fever @ thie,
if not fatal, generally left an ague. which, ending in
obstructions, biought on diopsy and death. T wae
witness here to a fatal mortifieation from the appliea-
tion of leeched by a Fiench doctor to the foot: to
the only case of gont that came under my obeerva-
tion in Syria; to the woist case of epilepsy 1 ever
saw ; and to hysterieal fits, with lunar reewmiences,
from seven to fifteen times in the twenty-fomr hows,
which had now lasted two years These latter T
cured, and may cite that eure as having led o one of
those ingebious subterfuges, which were not 1me in
the Levant, to avoid the weight of an obligation.
When the young lady, who had been thus afflieted.
was found to be rcheved by my treatment of her,
she was hurtied off to the convent of Mar Antaniiis
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Kuziyah (famed, as I have already mentioned, for
muraculous cures) from which, in a few days, she
returned, and her parents and fiiends were loud 1n
theis admiration of the Saint, who took no fees, and
dumb on the ments of the doctor, who they were
afraid would.

“We had not been long at Tripoli,' when a letter
reached Lady Hester from her old friend Mily
Ismacl of Hamah, requesting she would allow me to
go to a monastery, eight or ten leagues fiom Tripoli,
whete his khasnaddr or treasurer, a man whom he
greatly esteemed, was lying grievously afflicted with a
stroke of the palsy. Accordingly, I set off a day or
two afterwards, on the 20th of December, and was
fortunate enough to hiie one of the muleteers, who
had accompanied us on the Bilbec journey, to carry
my luggage. 1 was mounted on 2 mnule, and placed
my man, Giovanni, with a few necessaries on another,
whilst the muleteer, named Michael, walked.

As we went out of Tripoh, about noon, the rain fell
in toirents, and we were soon wet through. Our
route lay about east-north-east ; and, after passing a
stony and ragged road, we came upon an extensive

! 'We heard here, with pleasure, a eulogium passed on two
of our countrymen, by the grateful widow and daughters of a Ml
Cuz1, who, 1 the prosecution of a yourney, as intrepreter, with
two Enghish gentlemen, Major C and Mr F, fell a victim to a
fever, and left a family who would have seen want starmg

them m the face, but for the hberal rehef afforded them by
these gentlemen

YOr. 11T
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us. A dozen tongues addiessed us at onee to inquire
why we had stopped short of the caravaurery, and
many jokes wero cracked upon our snicerable appear-
ance. In twenty minutes wo reached Nahr ¢l Kebyr,
a river, on the banks of which wa= a large, but dilapi-
dated caravansery, where we found a man, who, for a
small recompense, stiipped and walked before us
though the ford. The stream was rapid and deep, so
that for a moment I frared we fliould have bern
carried away by it: which, encumbered with dress a-
we were, wonld have been to our mevitable desirue-
tion.

We now advanced with as much expedition as
possible, and at Jast came to the end of the plain.
A gentle ascent brought us among some low hills,
covered with stunted shrubs, and shortly afternards we
camo to the monastery. The building was of stone,
and scemed of great solidity. 1 dismounted, and was
made to enter by a door, the lowest, bearing that
name, I had ever seen mn my life. Tor, a= this
monastery stands quite away from any town, and is
in the high road from Tripeli to Ilems and IIamah,
by which road troops are fiequently passing, a diffi-
cult entrance is a necessary precaution to prevent the
1cfectory fiom being converted into a stable: which
troopers, not hking to lose sight of their horses,
would often unceremomously do.

I was put into a neat 100m, and immediately
presented with o pipe and coffee, followed by a break-
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fast; whilst two garrulous priests told me why I was
come, which they seemed to know better,than myself,
and questioned me on the mews of Tripoh. With
respect to the khasnadar, my patient, I gathered some
particulars of his life. It appeared that he had been,
as a youth, a favourite of Mily Ismael, who, when
he arrived at manhood, created him his khasnadéar,
and gave him in marriage to one of his concubines, of
whom he himself was tired. Soon after their union,
the khasnadsr had a stroke of the palsy, which deprived
him of the use of his limbs and utterance. Every
known means had been tried for his recovery ; and, as

a last resource, it was resolved to send him to Dayr
’ Hamyra, this monastery, which was dedicated to Saint
George, and renowned far and wide for miraculous
cures, effected in the following manner. The afflicted
person was made to sleep in the chapel, his bed being
placed there for that purpose, and round his neck was
put an iron collar, jointed behind, and shutting over
a staple before, m which sometimes a pin was in-
serted. He slept; and, if the cure was within the
reach or the will of the Saint, the collar was found open
in the morning ; if otherwise, shut. Offerings, or vows
in case of success, were made to propitiate the Dragon-
killer, and it was said that from a rich man a trifle
would not content him, The khaspadir had made
the trial two or thiee times without success: when his
wife, who accompanied him, having heard of owm
arrival at Tripoli, thought that the request of Maly
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TIsmacl would be suflicient to bring me over to the
monastery to see him: and a horer solditr, a« hu
been said, was accordingly despatehed with « letter to
that efiect. .

After my bicakfast T went to <ce my paticnt, whom
I found with his wife in an adjoining room. A beot
carpet was spread for me; coffee and pipe. wen
setved  The khasnadir was a plethotie young man
about twenty-five; and, but for sichue-s, muct have
been very handsome. I« wife was veiled at first by
a shawl over her head, and pinched together by hu
hand so as to show one cye only 3 but by degirez she
let it fall open, and I beheld a mavculme wonion of
thirty or thereabouts. She was a Georgian, amd had
been a slave. 1 immediately took my patient in
hand, and, as it is always necessmy in the oast,
cnacted, m the course of an howm, the parts of phy-
sician, surgeon, and apothecary. I then left him, and
went to look over the monastery.

It was inhabited by thice caloyers only, who. ac-
cording to the rules of this Greck monastic order, are
permutted, except on fast-days, to indulge in coffec.
smoking, dimhing, and eating, to what extent they
Please, with the cxception of meat, which is allowed
only twice a year. Hence I was requested to ad-
minister medicines for the corpulence of the one, the
indigestion of the other, the pumples of a third. There
were three or four good rooms on the story which
they mhabited, and beneath weie storchouses well
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stocked with wine, oil, wheat, and eatables. There were
two or three servants, and 2 mule or two; and thus
this small community bived. As the extreme lownoss
of the entrance was still strongly piesent to my
thoughts, I asked them concerning it. They assigned
the 1eason I have above given, and added that the
mule of the convent had been taught to crawl thiough
on his knees, of which I was afterwards an eye-
witness, in consequence of my previous incredulity.

There was an annual festival celebrated at this
place, upon which occasion persons come from IJamah,
Hems, Tripoli, and other towns i great numbers.
At mdmght, the image of St George on horseback
" 18 seen agamnst the wall of the convent, at which vision
the people set up a shout, and rejoiemgs continue
until morning.

As this 10ad is much frequented, not a night passed
m which travellers or catavans did not stop. A sort
of shed sheltered the horses and mules, and the people,
if respectable. weie recoved into the mterior. The
monks supplied them with food, which was good or
bad in proportion to the recompence expected, and
tlus employment was so luciative that the monastery
was suppoited by it. Their funds had been enough
at one period to enable them to build a caravansery,
wlich they had begun, but were prevented from pio-
ceeding in by an order from the government. This
happened during the rule of Yusef Pasha. and the
half-bwlt caravansery adjomned the monastery.



56 TRAVELS OF

T expressed my wonder how a striet Mahomcian
could havo resorted to the shnine of n Chijstian saint ;
but the caloyers told me that this wae by no means a
1are oceurrence, and that, ift I stopped a few dayw
among them, I shonld sce many Ansiys, who ‘i
recourse to them in all their difficultics, and e=pccinlly
when their wives wished for children; and, in fact,
there did afterwaids come a pmty of ten or twelve on
account of sickness,

The evening was passed with the khasnadir's wife
in talking over the news of ITamah. On the follow-
ing day I had a visit from the katib of the district
(if so he may be called), the petson who was the ne-
credited agent? in all transactions between government
and the people. Ile too was in want of a doctor ; for
it is to be observed, that, although in the Bast no t1a-
veller has such advantages as a medical man, becanso
he is well 1eceived everywhere, yet no one is 0 much
halassed: and T sometimes thought the people pre-
tended to have maladies cither to get Englich medi-
cines given to them, which they prised greatly ; or to
learn what modo of cure was to be pursued in ease
such a disease really affocted them; for at no place
was 1 sccwro from interiuption fiom mowning to
night.

On the 15th I rode up to a castle, which stands on

! His name was Sulimin, the son of Tbrahim, katth of

Hussn and Saffun, which is an adjoming distrsct, and where
he lived.
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the highest part of the hills through which the road
passes fiom the sea-coast to Czle-Syria. From 1ts
position it commands the passage, in a certain degree ;

it is distant from the monastery about one mile and a
half,vas the crow flies. The road was of no difficult

steepness, and lay through small brushwood. A long,

dark, covered way, filthy with cow-dung and mire, led
to the gate, which appeared to have had a porteullis

and all the apparatus of early fortifications. I entered-
through it into a spacious court, in which were living
several Turkish families. The castle was composed

of a keep and outer works, flanked with round towers ;

but the whole was in a dilapidated state.

I was taken to a smoky stone room under the gate-
way, where a man, mn a tawdry yellow silk pelisse.
the shaykh of the village, recertved me with an air
which brought to my recollection Juvenal’s descrip-
tion of the magistrate of Cuma. It may be observed
of the Turks and Christians, that the former are often
more gaily dressed than their means warrant ; whlst
the latter, in spite of the humility of garb to which
they are condemned, swell sometimes with the pride
which a full purse gives, and excite the envy of
their bettor-diessed masters. The name of the castle
was El Hussn, which signifies a walled fortifica-
tion.! |

From the top of the keep I enjoyed a most ex-

1 It would appear that this is the place deseribed hy Abul-
feda (page 102), under the name of Hussn ¢l Kerad. His

DS
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tensive view, which is to be recommended to travellers
as favourable for obtaming a correet notion of the
natural geograplueal divisions of this part of Syria.
This keep bears from Tripoli north-east and by east-
half-north. I saw fiom 1t the wide plams towmds
Hamah and Hems narrowing mto the vale of the
Bk4, the Ceele-Syria Pioper of the ancients ; winlst the
whole tract of level country to the north and east of
the Bka was called Cale-Syria in general. As I was
now on the Inghest spot within the pass, I saw the
ewror mnto wlich the generality of maps lead, when
they mark a continuous chain of mountams from one
end of Syriato the other ; for, from the castle, I could
behold the north extiemity of Mount Lebanon reach
its gieatest height, and descend suddenly into low
hills down to the foot of the castle, upon which I
stood ; whilst, from the monastery, a new chain may
be said to begin, extending, 1f my information be just,
as far as the iiver Syr, and forming the ancient
Mount Bargylus, mentioned by Pliny.—(Hst. v., 17.)
I cannot expiess my sensations as I looked from the
place on which I stood over the Desert. A haze,

raised by the beat of the sun over the smface of the

country, dimmed the sight of objects so as to give the
distant plans a look more boundless and desolate than

-usual. I obtamed hee a few copper coins of no value

words are  “Hussn el Kerad 1s a fortified castle, facing Hems

to the west, upon the mountain. This castle is o day’s journey
from Tems, and the like distance from Tripoh
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The shaykh spoke with pleasure of an Enghshman,
who had passed a night there some years before, and
who was dressed in scailet, and slept under a tent.
These Mahometans were 1 an exposed position, m
casevof warfare, as they were surrounded by Ansfuys
and Christians

I retuined to the monastery much pleased with my
excuision. Selim and Sulimfn had now judged ther
visit to Lady Hester to have been long enough, and
left her during my absence. Their road lay past the
monastery, and they made it their station on their
way home, arriving hete on the 17th at night. Suli-
mén showed a pretty watch-chain, with other presents
which Lady Hester made him. The khasnadfr and
his wife were well known to Selim; and Sehm’s wife
was a native of a willage in this neighbourhood; so
that the monastery was a scene of festivity on lus
arrival, and several cavaliers, whom I had not before
suspected to be m the neighbourhood, came from
dafferent directions to visit lum.

But my patient, amidst all this, grew no better,
and I could do no moie than draw out a line of cure,
and beg the wife to adhere strictly to 1t, which she
promised to do ; for Lady Hester had written to me
to request me to return; and on the 19th, n the
morning, I departed, leaving Selim still there ; and m
him I bade adien to a man, the stiangest compound
of talent, frivohity, liberality, and hibertinism, that I
ever met with, He was the most wayward of mortals.
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He was over wiiting sonncts to his mistress's eve-
brow, and carried about with him small bags of mlk
stuffed with ribbon-ends, locks of hair, and seraps of
love-letters. Often would he cut up portions of a
lock of hair, and deliberately cat them, which. I feund
from him, is a favourite way in the East of marking
a lover's devotion. It was told me, upon creditable
authority, that he lay a whole night on the grave of
one of his mistiesses who had died. He would 1ecite
amatory poetry stanza after stanza, and his own com-
.positions were admired by such as pretended to be
judges. Upon oue occasion, at the commencement of
our acquaintance, dming with Mr. B. and my-<elf, e
tried a little while to make use of a knife and fork,
but, not managing them well, he threw them away
with vehemence, and declared, if he must not ecat
but with them, he would even go without his dinner.
He was an excellent hoiseman 3! and one of his feats
on horseback was to throw a stick, of the thickness
of a broom-handle and half its length, on the ground
in a full gallop, and to make it rebound so as to catch
it in his hand again. This is certainly difficult, as
* any horseman may prove by experiment, and 1equires
much force and expertness, but has no use that I know

¥ One of Sehm's horses continually moved his head up and
down. This 13 esteemed, m sthe East, 2 mark of a high-bred
horse, and is supposed to have somethuing holy in 1t, I behieve
because 1t resembles the motion which learned and deyout
Mahometans put on when reading the Corén.
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of, excepting to teach how to exercise the arm with
violence without losing one’s seat. Of his cleVerness
there was ample testimony from all quarters ; and of his
intriguing disposition there could be no doubt ; for he
was gver toiling to exalt himself, and pull down some-
body.r

My journey back to Tripoli was more fortunate than
the one out had been. Near the city 1 observed a
pretty spot by the road side, the name of which I
forget, where I saw certain fish in a pond which were
as tame as gold fish kept in a vase, and would<eat out
of one’s hand.

One day (January 12) Lady Hester spoke to me
of a plan, which she had been turning over in her
mind, of forming an association of literary men and
artists, whom she proposed mviting from Emope, for
the purpose of prosecuting discoveries in every branch
of knowledge, and of journeying over different parts
of the Ottoman empire. In fact, she aimed at cre-
ating another Institute, ke that which Buonaparte
led with him to Egypt, and of which she was to be

1 It perhaps may amuse some persons to knowthat parasites,
or toadies, as they arc now called, are as common n Syna as
m other countries. Selim, wherever he went, was generally
accompamed by a man, to whom, upon all occasions, he was
accustomed to appeal for a confirmation of his assertions This
man accordingly would attest, with violent asseverations, any-

thing, however hyperbolical or exaggerated, that Selim
advanced.
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the head. Chimerieal as ruch an wndertaking would
be for an individual, unlesy of great wealth, it must
bo allowed that a socicty so made up can alone
combino all the requisites for thoroughly investi-
gating the arls, sciences, statistics, geography, «and
antiquitics of a conniry imperfectly Jmown, like
Syria.

For a time her mind was entirely engrossed in this
anew scheme 5 and she even drew up memorials to be
prosented to differont persons whom she wished to
enlist and engage in the undertaking. Wonderful
wag the facility with which she would square every
word to the different tempers and situations of difle-
rent pergons, anticipate their different objections, and
(which way¢ no immaterial part,) show how contaibu-
tions were to be levied on the rich ; for she proposed
to do it by subseription. The esperiments, likewise,
which she iniended to proseeute on the plague, and
on the bites of vemcmous animals, by means of the
bezoar and sorpent stones, wero mow a favourito
hobby with hier; and she partieularly charged me
to write about them to certain peisons only, lest
somo ono should get hints enmough to anticipate
her discovories, and thus rob her of a patt of her
renown !

As thero was nothing to detain us longer at Tyipoh,
our depm ture for Mar Tlias was 1esolved on and, on
tho 16th of Tanuary, fresh muleteeis having heen Iured
ab three piasters and o halfl per day, wo proceeded
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on our journey. We were accompanied, during the
first stage, by Mélem Yanny, the brother-in-law of
Mr. Catsiflitz, a gentleman who, on several occasions,
had been very attentive to us during our residence at
Tripsh, officiating for Mr. Catsifiitz, the consul, who
was too old to be any longer active.



64 TRAVELS OF

CHAPTER IV.

Journey from Tripoli to Abra—Monastery of Dayr Nattr
—Grave of Mr. Cotter — Ruins of Enfeh—Batrin—ZRenc-
gado priest—Remarks on apostates — Gebayl, the ancient
Byblus— Mulberry plantations — Castle— Public-houses —
Nahr Ibrahim, the river Adoms—Taberjech—Ejectment of
cottagers in ram and cold—Nahr ¢l Kelb, the ancient river
Lycus—Insersptions—Shwifdd—Visit of Lady Hester to the
Syt Habus—Capugi Bashi sent to Lady Hester—DbIbarak, the
groom—His dexterity—Nebby Yunez, the tomb of Jonah—
Arrival at Mar Ehias—Precautions adopted against the Capugi
Bashi.

Instead of taking the direct road, we procceded
along the sea-shore About two hours’ march from
Tripoli we passed the village of Calamin, the ancient
Calamos : mhabited entirely by sheryfs, or descen-
dants of the Prophet, Mahomet. This was the birth-
place of Berber- and he was said to have paid but
one visit to it since lus elevation to his present great-
ness, although he often spoke of his humble birth and
former occupations : how far he would have liked to hear
the same remarks from other people’s mouths 18 not
clear. At Calamiin we turned towards the west, and
arrived at Dayr Natdr, where it was proposed to halt.
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Dayr Natfir was a monastery of plain and rude
construction, with a few small vaulted cells: the omne
wherein my bed was placed would but just contain it.
There was a well of rain water in the middle of the
yard, ind stabling for horses and mules. The church
had a few pictures of very ordinary merit : two monks
and a rays (or superior)? served it. The monastery
stood on a point of land projecting into the sea, and
forming one of the horns of the bay of Tripoli. It
was at this place that Mr. Cotter, an Englishman,
in the month of July, 1813, fell a vietim to the cli-
mate, having, with his companion, Mr. Dawvison, and
their servant, been seized with a bilious fever, which
carried him off, but spared the other two. I visited
his grave; and, although I knew him not, dropped
over it a tear of sympathy for his fate ; which, in the
name of fellow-countryman and from our common
perils in a foreign land, my melancholy feelings made
me readily deplore.

As Lady Hester was somewhat indisposed, we re-
mained here during the 17th, and I took this oppor-
tunity of accompanying Mélem Girius Yanny, who
was still with us, to a place called Enfeh, one hour’s
ride from the monastery, due south-west. The path
was by the sea-side, through a rugged rocky soil
admitting of no cultivation, except on ome or two
patches which were manured for tobacco.

'Rays means a captamn of a vessel, or the superior of a com-
mumty, or the head of any body of persons,
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Tnfoh! was now but a hamlet: formerly the same
site had been covered by a Jmge ey, probably the
ancient Trieris, There was a chureh still standing,
which had been lately repaired, scemingly of \"cm-tl.m
construction : and, on a tongue of land aboni a quarter
of a muile long. at the very oxtieme point, were fo
bo distinetly nade out the rums of a castle. This
tongue of land was eut across, at its 100t, by a ditch
made through the solid 1eck: the place of the draw-
bridge was yet visible, and two small chambers hike-
wise hiewn out of the rock were yet perfect. Onc we
found with the door blocked up by stones  On push-
ing them down, it proved to be a storeroom for salt,
collected fiom tanks and hollows closo by. The neigh-
bouring 10cks were full of excavations. presenting the
same appemances as those at Latakia and at other
paits of the coast of Syra, having been no doubt
sarcophagi.

Mélem Girius Yanny told me that at the back of
Enfeh there was a willage ealled Amyfm, with other
similar chambers. All these, most probably, were
anterior m date to the castle  YWe returned to Dayr
Nattir, where he finally took Ius leave of us, and re-
turned to Tripoh.

The next day we left Dayr Nattr, and, keeping by
the sea-side, passed, at the distance of thiee quarteis

! Buikhardt spells 1t Amfy. His words are, © Below, on
thesea-shore, at the extremity of a pomt of land, 1s a lone 11l
lage, called Amfy, and near it the convent Dair Natonr.”
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of an hour, Enfeh, seen yesterday, and a spring called
Muggr. The soil, thus far, had been rude and rocky,
and, where there was mould, had been 1ed. but he re-
abouts, 1t changed to black, and the mountain on our
left receded, so as to leave 2 small level, as far as
the hamlet of Herry, an hour and a half further.
Ilcro finished the district of Cirah, which is a low
mountain south of Tripol, and celebrated for its to-
baceo, which has the properties of scintillating, like
tho Gebely tobacco (or tobacco of Mount Lebanon).
At Heiry began mulberry-tiee plantations, for the
nourishment of silkworms.

Having 1csted an hour at Herry, we ascended the
Moeshlah, which terminates toward the sea 1 a pro-
montory, mentioned above under the name of Ras el
Shakdi. This promontory, the Theoprosopon, is con-
sidered by Strabo as the termination of Mount Le-
banon. and so it 1s, inasmuch as 1t is but a western
branch at tho end of that chain, which, however,
appears more properly to finsh at that part, where.
having attamed 1ts gieatest height, and being covered
with perpetual snow, it abiuptly sinks into low hills a
few leagues to the morth of the Cedars, near Calit
ussn.  Tho soil on the Mesilah is argillaceous.
and, as there had been rain lately, was very slippery ; so
that the mules and asses were continually falhng. In
wet weather, this hill, as we were told, was conaidered
by the carriers the most difficult road along the country.
The ascent and descent took up about an hour and a
half: after which we traveised a nairow valley in
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which stood a castle, perched on a pointed rock in the
centre, and at the foot of which ran a river, called
Nahr el Joze, a stream of some depth, but narrow. We
arrived 1 one hour more at Botrfin, the ancient Botrus.

Botrin is a seaport town, used only by small fish-
ing-boats, as it does not afford a safe anchorage for
large vessels. It was in the hands of the emir of the
Driizes, and was governed by a baihff deputed by
him There were few Turkish families in it: the
Christians were Maronites and Greeks. Thore are
several excavated tombs; and close to the town the
rock shows the marks of the chisel in every direction.
Botrln 15 a town of the highest antiquity, said to
have been built by a king of Tyre.!

I was visited in the evening by two persons, both
of whom had apostatized to the Mahometan religion,
and afterwards recanted. One was a Greek priest,
who became a follower of Mahomet for the sake of a
sum of money, subseribed by the Turks of Antioch
upon his pretended conversion. Having undergone
the requisite ceremony necessary on induction to the
Mahometan faith, he pocketed the money, fled with it,
and recanted. He was now living despised and in
wretchedness: nor could he quit the emir's territory
lest he should be seized and impaled. The other, a
native of Leghorn, had a2 more pardonable weakness
to excuse his conduct. His name was Ducei, and he
gave me the outline of his history as follows. He
became acquainted, early in Iife, with Colonel Capper,

1T T £ 29 " w -
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an Englishman, who had been sent on some mission
to Suez, and whom he accompanied to England :
where he remained more than a twelvemonth, and
learned the language. By the colonel’s interest he
was employed to go overland to India with despatches
for the East India Company. There he entered into
the Company’s service, in a regiment called * the
Europeans,” when Sir T. Rumbold was governor of
Bombay, succeeded afterwards.by Sir Eyre Coote.
He fought in seven engagements against Hyder Al,
when he obtained leave to 1eturn to England. In his
way overland he stopped at Aleppo, where he married
Miss Hayes, the English consul’s daughtfer: m con-
sequence of which connexion he was made English
agent at Latakia, to forward government and other
despatches to and from Ind:a.

After a lapse of some years, he formed a connexion
with one of his maid servants, who became pregnant
by him : when, to avoid the reproaches of his wife,
he turned Mahometan, obliged his maid servant to do
the same, and then married her?! according to the
Turlushlaw. Afterwards, feeling remorse for what he
had done, he recanted: but, dreading lest the Turks
should lay hands on him, he fled to the mountam of
the Drizes, the asylum of many others who seek to
hide their shame, or dread the retributive hand of
justice. s first wife’s relations nfade many attempts

! This kind of marmage 1s called mn Arabic El Menmah
=—conjugium temporarium,
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to induce him to quit his illicit commerce with his
maid servant, but in vain.

When I saw him, he was in great distress, and was
keeping a small shop to maintamn his family, now m-
creased by the addition of three childien: yet Signor
Ducci had once been the owner of the fine housewluch
we occupied at Latakia. Lady Hester gave him such
consolation as she could, and iwenty rubfas! We
passed the evening together. His manners were gen-
tlemanlike ; he spoke English remarkably well, and
I had reason to think that, for two or thiee homs at
least, 1 conveisation about India and England, he
forgot us misfortunes, and was comparatively happy.

The Iustory of Signor Ducei and that of the other
apostate prove that the lot of such peisons is not
enviable. Indeed, the Twks, as far as I could learn,
never oveilook a recantation : but, as a set-off to this,
they are never very severe with therr new converts,
if they will only preserve the external foims of their
religion ; but such as are really sincete 1n their con-_
version they will assist on every oceasion. Thus, at
Jaffa, as will be mentioned hereafter, I saw a venerable
shaykh, who, fiom a Christian w allet-maker, had be-
come a 1everend ulemé among the Mahometans, The
ifo‘tch private soldier, who, under the name of

ahyah, became physician to the son of Mohammed

> About £3 sterling. Roubles, rupees, rubfas, are all the
same word in different tongues
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Ali, certainly gained by the change; and, for the
general mdulgence which converts to Mahometamsm
are allowed, the whole troop of French Mamelukes in
Egypt, were standing examples ; for they had nothing
of Turks about them but the name. To say how far
a man may be excused for changing his religion, and
whether, upon any grounds, he can be excused at all, .
18 a matter upon which we do not pretend to speak.
Peaice, who resided in Abyssinia, seems to have acted
on motives of expediency. The groom of Captamn H ,
who puichased hoises for the English army, was pro-
bably a man of no rehigion : he became a Mahometan
for the sake of gain, and would have made himself
pagan for the same reason. Burckhardt had a nobler
object m view 1 his sumulation—the advancement of
knowledge: yet even Ius motives have not escaped
censure,

We quitted Botifm on the 19th ; and, still keeping
thie seca-coast, ariived, after five homs’ taavelling, at
Gebayl Through the whole of this distance Mount
Lebanon came down to the water’s edge, scarcely
leaving a mule-path between its foot and the surf of
the sea. About two hours before 1eachmg Gebayl,
the soil is 10cky beyond any part of the coast we had
yet passed; but still 1t was covered with mulberry
grounds. The cultivation of these grounds is lucra-
tave, no doubt, but they a1c disagreeable objects to the
eye, as the tiees look like so many tall posts; being
every year stripped entuely of themr branches
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Gebayl was anciently called Byblus.! Tt is now a
walled town, containing within its cireuit perhaps
300 houses, half of which were at this time in ruins.
It has a castle, apparently the work of the Savacens
or Crusaders, for Gebayl was taken by them, Over
ono of the gates was an heraldic shield, with a motto
or inseription beneath, but too disfigured and too high
up to be legible. The eastle is gquare, with ramparts,
and a citadel with double walls. Tt was repaired by
the Emir Abd-el-dyn. Hassan, the last emir but
one, 1esided here, and the two sons of Tmir Yusef,
successor to Hassan, had thewr cyes put out here by
order of their uncle, the Emir Beshy1, who dispos-
sessed them of the sovereignty. It had one picce of
ordnance broken in half. There were also two standards
preserved here — white, with a green band in the
mddle. *“The walls of the town consist of cuitains
and bastions. The port is veiy small, capable of
sheltering coasting boats ouly. By means of a mole
1t might, .as could almost all the ports of Syiia, be
made fit for large vessels. There 15 also a church,
which I went to see, but found notlung 1emarkable in

. At a subsequent period, the emir of the Drizes
Presented Lady Hestor with g figure of Isis on her

knees, holding before her, and betw cen her hands, an

! Strabo, xv1 755 1 Kings, v. Josh. xm 5. Ezekiel,
XIxvi 9. Ptolemy places Byblus

this agrees very nearly with five hoyrs'
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altar, on which was a scarabaus. This perfect piece
of sculpture was presented to the late Lord Lonsdale,
and is now 1n England. ~ It was found at Gebayl, by
some workmen whilst turning up thesoil. ~Adonishad
templgs in the city, but 1 know not of any Egyptian
worship having existed here.
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STATUE FOUND AT GEBAYL.

Gebayl had a motsellem, but ‘his power hardly ex-
ceeded that of an English constable. He was a Turk,
which, considering that the place belonged to the emn
of the Drfizes, and that almost all the inhabitants
were Christians, was somewhat extraordmary; but
the presence of a Turkish governor was in son:e degiee
necessary, as many capugi-bashis and emissames
of the Porte were continually passing thisioad. The

rocks round the-town were every where full of exca-
VOL IIL E
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aated sepulehies; and, in Abulfeda’s time, Gebayl
had a port, a bazar, aud a mo=que.

We temained hete the 20th and 21st of Jamuary.
on account of the weather, which was v\:ccm‘lingl_v
tempestuous : on the 22nd we again moved, althengh
the 1ain fell in torrents. The road was still uneven
and stony. TFiom Tripoli, Lady Heter had adopted
the plan of breaking the day’s journey by an honr's
rest at somo spot half way ; and, for this purpoe. at
was generally neceseary to cause a peasant’s cabin to
be emptied and swept: but the fleas somedimes
swarmed to such a degree, that it was imporsible to
gct ud of them. On these oceasions the practicr of
the servant employed on this duty was fo zo into the
mmddle of the room, bare his leg, and wateh how many
fleas jumped on him from the floor. Sometimes they
might bo seen like iron filings drawn to a magnet.
blackening the skin. Tlus day the 1esting-place was
on the banks of Naln Ihiahim, the auncient river
Adoms, in a small public-house, clo<e by the Lridge.
These public-houses, for no moie precise name can be
given them, generally consisted of small sheds, the
walls of wlich were bare 10ough stones or mud, no
better materials being used in their counstruction.
Adjoinmng was another large shed, to afford shelter for
beasts of burden. Corn, straw, coffee, and tobacco,
were sold 1 them as well as wine and biandy, this
being m the teritory of the emir of the Driizes, where
Christians might do with impunity what they daied
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not do in other provinces of the Ottoman Empire ;
nor is there any road, that I recollect, where these
places of entertainment are so numerous as on the
coast Joad from Tripoli to Beyrout.

Nahr Ibrahim is wo hours’ distance from Gebayl.
Its stream was, ab this time, about as large and as
deep as the river Cherwell, where it empties itself into
the Isis at Oxford ; but we weie nowin the very height

of the rainy season; the stream, therefore, would
" probably be very much less in summer. It had over
it a light elegant bridge of three arches.

One mile and 2 half more brought us to Taberjeh,!
where it was intended to pass the night. Whilst Lady
Hester was resting at the bridge, I rode forward, and
was told by the servant that the cottagers, with teais
in their eyes, begged that they might not be turned
out of doors in the wet and cold. This hamlet con-
sisted of a few cottages, and, as usual, we were for-
nished with an order to select the most convenient for

! So it is written in my notes, but X am inclined to think the
name of this hamlet 13 Mynat Bergeh, or the port of Bergeh.
It was in going to tlus place, that, finding one of the Turkish
muleteers exceedmgly careless, I dismounted, and lnd a stick
sharply across lis shoulders. This was the only time,
thus far in my travels, I ever struck a Mahometan; and,
although he merely vented his dudgeon in words, I was very
appreheusive that, on our armval at Beyrout, he would take
an opportunity of raising o mob against me. I would not

advise a European ever to strike a Mussulman, whatever the
provocation may be.

E2
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our lodging. Upon these occasions the tenants were
sent for the night to the houses of their fijend« and 1ela-
tions. But we were <o many in number, and the eol-
tages so few, that, the rain falling in totients, a re-
moval seemed an act of cruelty 3 thic, however, I was
reluctantly obliged 1o enforce. In one entinge a young
woman had lain-in five days only, but was up. and.
though she did not seem to consider her cace peeuliarly
hard, an exemption was made in her favonr: thus, hy
degrees, and from the hopo of a handewme 1ecom-
pense, the cottages were vacated, and contemment wasg
restored. So incessant was ihe rain, that, for this
night, 1t was fortunate we were not sleeping under
tents instead of mud 100f<.

Tabetjeh 14 a fishing hamlet by the sea-mde, close
to a small creck, i wlneh were anchored two or three
fishing-boats.

On the 23dwe loaded our mules, and eontinued our
journey over a 10cky so1l, and along a mo«t diffieult road.
In thiee quarteis of an hour we came to Nahr Maha-
meltayn, over which was a bridge. the work of the
ancients. Thoriver was scarcely knee-deep. and, like
many others which obtain that name in sultry coun-
tries, was. propeily speaking, no more than a water-
course. After Mahameltayn, the soil became sandy.
Hero began the district of Keserwan (falsely spelt by
many authois Castervan), the most populous, it is
said, of all Lebanon. The willages certainly stood
very thick, with hamlets and cottages at small mter-
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vals between them. The monasteries, also, with their
b elfuies, denoted the liberty which the Christians here
enjoyed, a bell being in Turkey a distinctive emblem
of thgir religion, which (as prohibited by the Maho-
motans) they take more prido in erecting than they
would an hespital.

Gimyh (pronounced Jewny), an hour and a half
from Taberjey, 18 a hamlet by the sea-side, with a small
pavilion or pleasure-house to which the emir some-
times 1esorted. Half an hour farther is a small rocky
cape  Passing this, the strand is again sandy, during
one hour, as far as Nahr el Kelb, the ancient Lycus, a
river somewhat larger than Nahr Ibrahim, and with a
bridgoe over it the precise counterpart of the other, but
of a later date  Here commenced the district of Met-
ten. Ascending a rocky cape, which 1s close to the
river on the south side, several inscriptions were seen
on the faces of the rock, which had been smoothed for
tho puipose; but, as it was nearly dark when we
passed, Thad no time to read or try to read them, and
they aie very fully desciibed in other books of travel.
They are said to relate to the road,! which bears maiks
of having been anciently cut, with gieat labour, in the
solid rock ; forin the middle me still seen steps, eight
or ten feet broad, each step jagged, to prevent beasts
of bmden from slipping. There seemed also to have
been a causeway on each side, and a parapet on the
side next the sea

' Vin Antoniana. This road was made by Aurclius, (Pococke )



78 TRAVELS OF

After crossing the promontory we again found our-
sclves on the sandy stiand ; and, at the distanco of
one hour and a half from the river Kelb, diverging
from the seaside somewhat into the mountain, we
stopped at a village ealled Kunet Elas, in a small

. Maronite monastery. The shafts of two granite
pillars lay at the entrance; but I amn not aware what
ancient edifice occupied this spot.

On the 24th, we-quitted Kunet Elias, and. in one
hour and thiee quarters, crossed the bridge of Beyrout,'
distant from the city more than a league. The 1iver,
which runs beneath it, is the ancient Magoras.?
Numerous mulberry plantations i every diiection
denoted the prmcipal product of the distiict. To cross
the bridge we had been led considerably to the V.
of our direct road ; and, when over it, we inclined to
the S.E , and, leaving Beyrout on our right, in three
boms, reached Shuifid, a large burgh on the first rise
of Mount Lebanon.

Lady Hester’s purpose in going thuther was to

! Beyrout was taken from the Saracens, by Baldwin, in
1111, and lost 1n 1187. It was anciently a famous school of
civil Jaw. .

? Some say the Adoms (Brown); some the Tamyras (Poc.);
but Brown seems to have been exccedingly inaccurate i
assigming names to places and things along the coast of Syria;
and Pococke places the Tamyras, which we shall presently
pass, and which is the modern Damiir, some mles too far

Noith The smmlarty of Tamyr and Damér might have
saved Pococke fiom this blunder.
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visit the Syt Habils,! a celebrated Drtze lady, sprung
from a noble family, who had in her own hands the
administration of several villages, which she farmed
from the Shaykh Beshyr;—a smgular thing in this
country, where the women seldom take upon them-
selves or have any other duties but such as are
domestic  Shmfid, where she resided, was a
populous burgh, consisting of three large parishes,
separated from each other by deep water ravines,
worn by the mountain torrents descending through
the burgh. It 1s distant from Beyrout one league, and
commands a fine view both of the forest of olive trees
which covered the plains of Beyrout, and of the sea
beyond.

If the Syt Habiis was an object of curiosity to Lady
ITester, the latter was mot less so to the Syt. DBut
their meeting did not take place until the 26th, as her
ladyship was much fatigued, and wished to enjoy a
hitle repose. The habitation assigned to her i the
first mstance was so indifferent that her health would
have suffered unless a hetter could be provided:
accordingly we were desired to choose one wheiever
weo liked.

It was at this place that Sir S. Smith gave the
meeting to the Emur Beshyr (in the year in which the
T'rench vetieated from Acre), wpon occasion of some
festivities which the cmirmade in his honour. With
Sir S landed a corps of marines, who peiformed the

* Dame Habis
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military oxercizo of the wushet, to the great smuse-
ment of the speetators, some of whom spoke to me
of that event as a very 1emathable one; fur ut that
portod diceiplined troops had not been ~ern on Mount
Lebanon,

In tho evemng T paid 2 vi<it to the Emir Y.
brothor-in-law to Syt Tlabfie, a talkative old man, but
appmently well 1ead in Arabie literatme.  He
showed me rome enmmon Fnglish packet-handker-
chiefi, whereon battles and figuies were printed, which
he seemed highly to value, There were puicent the
Emitr Hyder, Bmin, and Al, who were all duissinl
in gaudy silks.

On the 26th of January, M. Beaudin rode down
to Beyiout ; and, in the aftesnoon, returned with the
news that a Capug: Bashi way at that town on his
road to Sayda, who, it was 1eported, was going to
arrest Lady Hester, and carry her priconer to Con-
stantinople,

My servant, Giovauni, who had been sent with
M. B., coming back late, X questioned him on the reason
of his delay, when, to excuse himself, he said, as he
was 1iding through the sticets, his mule was pressed
by a Tartar, to earry the luggagoe of a Capugi Bashn,
going to Sayda from Constantinople. It iy usual for
all persons tavelling on the service of government to
have a Taitar w:th them, who presses horses and
mnules for the service of his masters as they go along.
The muleteer, with Giovanni, deplored the lot of lns
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poor animal, and entreated him to liberate it: for
the Tartars have no compassion, and greatly maltreat
the animals furnished them. With tears in his eyes,
he bggged him to go to the governor’s, where, he
assuted him, the bare mention of my lady’s name
would be sufficient. Giovanni accordingly went, and, on
mentioning Lady Hester’s name, was immediately
questioned by the great Turk himself (who was sitting
with the governor), as-to where the English lady
could be found, for he had urgent business with her.
As this story agieed with the report which M. B.
had brought, I lost no time in telling Lady Hester ;
but she knew perfectly well what his coming meant ;
and, having long expected him, was not disturbed by
the report. Immediately, although the evening was
far advanced, a dragoman was sent for, to write a
letter to the Capugn Bashi, appointing a meeting at
Abrah ; for letter-writing is made a craft in the
East, and few are competent to 1t. Hence comes the
name of katib, or scribe, as an office in the smte of
all gavernors and great Turks, which is generally filled
by Chmstians. Such a one, indeed, 1s eapected to
make himself acquanted with all the forms, official
and ceremonial, used in writing letters, petitions, &e.
This event abridged Lady Hester's stay at Shuifid.
She had seen Syt Habls in the morning, and found
her tobe a money-getting woman, with her keys by her
side ; clover, perhaps, but with nothing very lady-like
Eb
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about her. The interview took place in the pre<ence
of the Shaykh Beshyr, and I acted as interpreter:
for, by this time, I understood Arabie, and could
express myself tolerably on oxdinary subjeets.

On the 27th wo left Shwfid, and proceeded to-
wards Abrah. I rode fornaid with a servant, to find
a resting-place for her ladyship, half way on the day’s
journcy. This man, one of the walking giooms, was
named Mbirak, a native of Disra, the son of the
curate, of which circumstance he was exccedingly
proud. As he knew this part of the country per-
feetly, he pointed out to mo a 1ctired cottage, m the
midst of a mulberry plantation, very propex for our
pwipose. It was found to be empty, and the door
locked with ome of the wooden locks used very
generally ! thioughout Syria. But he gave me a
proof of his cleveiness, by cutting a twig of a par-
ticular shape, by means of which he picked the lock,
and we entered. Suspecting that this invasion of
private propeity would not escape notice, I waited
in the orchard, smolkmg my pipe, to see the issue of
1t; when a man came running from a village on the
slope of the mountamn, whence he had seen us enter
his grounds A promise, however, of half a ciown
for the use of lus cottage pacified him ; the moie
particulaily as 1 told lnm wo had an ordcr fiom the
emit {1 free quaiters. I then rode om to Nebby

! Vad Niebubr o1 Pococke,
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Yunez,! a mosque built over the tomb of Jonas,
him of Nineveh, said by the Moslems to have been
vomited up, and also, after his death, to have been
burieq here. At this place the arrangements for the
night were somewhat difficult ; for the rooms, though
good, were not sufficient to hold the whole party ;
and there were, besides, a few pilgrims seeking
lodging, many of whom, for the sake of devotion,
occasionally resorted thither. The water from the
“well of the mosque was brackish and unpalatable:
but we caused a supply to be brought from Berdja, a
village close by, from which likewise fuel was sent
to us.

Lady Hester did not arrive; and, somewhat
alarmed, I rode back to meet her. She had been
delayed by the river Damfr, the ancient Tamyras,
which was to be forded; and, not then having a
bridge, this was no easy matter on asses. There is,
also, great danger from giddiness to those who, in
crossing a rapid stream, look down on it. Never-
theless, Werdy, one of the maid servants, a native of
Acre, was 5o intrepid in dangeis of this sort, that she
often put the very men to shame. I forded the river
seven times on this occasion, in assisting Lady Hester
and the maids.

On the 28th, we resumed our journey. As the

1 Supposed by Pococke to be the Porphirion of the Jern-
salem Itmerary, eight mmlesfrom Sidon* but Nebby Yunez
18 from fifteen to esghteen, being six hours' nide.
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mountain tises close to the sca-shoie, the road is
on the sands  We arrived in four hours at Mar Elias.
I hastened to my cottage, whichl now looked onas my
home. The peasantiy came, and cronded round my
door. Their felicitations, though unpolished. scemed
to have too much sincerity not to please me: and if,
as I have giown older, I have since thought that interest
might have had some part in them, 1 still 1ccollect
with pleasure their expressions of welcome at my return.

We were scarcely settled, when a messenger came
to inform Lady Hester that the Ziym® or Capugi
Bashi was anived at Sayda, and wished to see her at
the governor’s ; meaning that a Moslem of such con-
sidetation as a Capugi Bashi never could demean
himself so far as to go to a Christinns house. DBut
Lady Hester sent such an answer, that the Capugi
Bashi, who best knew lus own affairs, suddenly
ordered hoses ; and our dinner was just over, when
a great bustle was heard in the courtymd. with the
trampling of horses’ feet and the voices of the
setvants. The Capugi Bashi was soon afterwards
announced. Not yet apprized of the preeise nature

'Ziym means, I believe, the superior of any order I
should translate 1t by the word president. Capugi means a
doorkeeper, and Capugi-bashi, a head doorkeeper.  But these
appellations do not convey to the mind the nature of the
duties allotted to such persons by the government. A

Capugi-bashi and a Ziym are great men, who are cutrusted
with the most important mssions.



LADY IHESTER STANHOPE. 85

of his mission, I must confess I felt some inclination
to believe, with the people, that his arrival portended
no good. M. Beaudin, the secretary, was of the
same opinion; and when, to my inquiry of Lady
Hester whether she apprchended any mischief from
his presence, her answer was intentionally equivocal,
I communicated my suspicions to M. Beaudimn, and
we agreed to put our pistols in our girdles, fresh
primed, determined that, if we saw ¢he bowsting
dangling from under the Capugi’s robe, at least no
use should be made of it whilst we wore there.
To account for these seemingly unmecessary pre-
cautions, I ought to premise that, in Turkey, a
Capugi Bashi never comes into the provinces, unless
“for some affair of strangling, beheading, confiscation,
or imprisonment. These are the missions upon which
the emissaries of a secret court are sent 3 and their
presence is always dreaded, as it is seldom known
whete the blow will fall, and as their presence rarely
portends any good. Various were the whispers
which went about: some thought that he was sent to
arrest Lady Hester, others to order her out of the
country ; some to give her money for secret service to

the Porte. But his 1eal object will be known in the
succeeding chapter. -
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CITAPTER V.

Probability of the exstence of Jlidden Treasures m the
Tasp — Manuseript  pretending to reveal sunch Trensurcs,
brought to Lady Ilester—She obtains firmdns from the
Porte authorizmg her to make 1escarches—She sends to
ITamah for Milem Musa——Her letter to the Pashe of Acre—
Her plans for rasing money—dJourney of the Author to
Damaccus—~His Visit to Ahmed Bey—Ambergris—Damascus
sabres—TIIorse Bazm—Horse Deahng and Horse Stealing—
M Beaudmm's mght journey to Tyre—IDis horee stolen—
Detection and pumshment of the thieves—Return of the

Aauthor to Mar Elas—His dangerous sxtuatwn m a snow -storin
—Interior of a Drhize Cottage.

I will now endeavour to explain the business upon
which the Capugi Bashi (or Ziiym, as he was moe
frequently called) had been sent by the Sublime Porte
to Lady Hester. In thepicceding year, berladyship,
during her illness, had upon seveial occasions hinted
at the existence of ludden treasures, a clue to which
she had by some means become posscssed of; but
finding me 1ncredulous on the subject, she diopped if,
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and never more spoke of it until the day after the
Ziym’s arrival ; when, as I was to assist in the
management of the business, she gave me a history of
it, ag follows :—

A manuseript was put into her hands, said to have
been surreptitiously copied by a monk, from the
records of a Frank monastery in Syria, and found
among his papers afier lus decease. It was written
in Italian, and disclosed the repositories of immense
hoards of money, buricd in the cities of Ascalon,
Awgy, and Sidon, in certain spots therein mentioned.

Persons, whom a 1esidence in the East has made
acquainted with the usages of IBastern nations, con-
sider such events as very probable and worthy of ex-
amination + for therc are causes among them which
mduce the concealment of riches, not operating in
other countries. To make this clearer, it may not be
amiss to enumerate the reasons: firstly, the want of
paper cuirency, or the bulkiness and weight of specie ;
secondly, the non-existence of banks, wherein money
may be deposited in safoty ; thirdly, the insecurity
of mivate propeity ; fourthly, the fiequeney of wars
and tumults lastly, the particular circumstances
of the times in which the treasures in question are
stipposed to have been buiied, combining all these be-
forementioned difficulties.

Fiistly, Ttis only in Europe and America, that the
public confidence in the government and 1n 1ich in-
dividuals has been suflicient to give general curtency
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to pieces of paper bearing the value of specie: in
the Fast, no such paper money existy, unless it e in
China. Governors of towns send theirtribute to then
pasha in bags, on mules and other beasts of bupden,
guarded by soldiers: whilst private peisons generally
pay therr debts where they can in goods and by
barter, rather than send specie. which would be too
declaratory of their wealth, A rich man, whe has
not the means of investing his money n tho purchase
of jewels, houses, lands, &e., feels the hazard of lay-
mg up specie in a trunk o1 closet, especially as the
locks and keys in the East affnd little security,
and as iron chests aie no where seen oxeepting
in the counting-houses of TEumopean merchants, esta-
blished among them. Banks and public funds are,
generally speaking, unknown. He is, theicfore,
reduced to concealment, erther in o hole, or m some
subterranean place constructed for the purpose: more
especially if, leaving his house on a journey, he holds
his wife so hittle worthy of tiust that hLe daies not
make even her acquainted with the seceret of lus
treasures ; a case by no means raie in Turkey, and
not uncommon elsewhere,

Not a year passes that a pasha or governor docs
not lay violent hands on some rich man, whether
Turk or Nazarene. Excuses are never w anting,
either fiom the frequent peculations which peisons
employed under government habitually practise, o1
from alleged treasonable correspondence with Franks,
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or from any other motive which arbitrary injustice
holds good enough for its purposes. To such as have
imprudently made a display of their riches the ransom
will bg propoitionally lugh. They have, therefore,
no other means of avoiding simlar difficulties than by
carefully hiding what they possess, even from their
nearest connections, among whom instances of trea-
chery have put them on their guard. It 1s obvious
to every traveller in Turkey, how much the extreme
of mdigence is affected in the dress and houses of rich
individuals, The receiving apartment of a Chrstian,
more especially when visited by a Twk, is generally
the hall of s house, sometimes a bénch at Ins door,
where everything intenfionally indicates poverty :
whilst a Twk puisues the same course towards every-
body. Relatives and intimate friends alonme see the
interior of each other’s houses, and it 1s before these
only that a person displays lus smait pipes, his
pelisses, his shawls, and his rich silks; so that, m
the most tranquil state of such a government, every
possible caution is necessary to escape the invidious
eyes of oppressive masters.

But, when weadd to all this the extreme frequency
of popular tumults ; of plunder by troops, who own
no control ; of rebellion, and, its consequences, sieges,
pillages, and precipitate flights ; we shall not wonder
if a prudent man never thinks hus wealth safe until 1t is
under ground  Let us take Trpoli for an example.
Within the last twenty years it had undergone five
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sieges, and every siege had terminated by sacking the
caty. The peaceable inhabitant, if he fhes, cannot
take lus money with him because it is too heavy, if
to any amount, even for a mule to carry (consiglering
that Twkish coins are very bulky, as are Spanish
dollars, the coin cluefly hoarded) ; and, if he shuts it
up in the strongest chest, he knows that it will ine-
vitably be rifled. He therefore, 1if obliged to flee,
either throws it mto the well, the cistern, or the
water-closet ; or, if he has had prudence and foresight
enough to be prepared for such a calamity, he deposits
it in some hole made with a view to this paiticular
purpose.

From such hke reasoning as this Lady Hester had
no doubt of the possibility of the existence of hidden
tieasures. She next ecxammed the manuseript ; and,
on observing that it had no signs of antiquity about
it, she was told this was a copy of the ouginal paper,
which, thiough fear of losing 1t, had never been taken
out of the house. Keeping the copy, therefore, Lady
Hester insisted on seeing the original, and pretended
to treat the matter hghtly unless she should be con-
vinced by the sight of a more authentic document
than that before her.

The inhabitants are strongly possessed with the idea
that the Franks who come among them have no other
object than to seek t1easures concealéd 1 anctent ruins.
They look with indifference themselves on the works
of the ancients as specimens of archutecture, and do
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not understand how others can be so eager in re-
searches after what they despise. The admeasure-
ment of an edifice, the copying of an ancient inserip-
tion, is, i their eyes, nothing better than taking the
marks of a golden hoard. Nor can this opimon
have originated in anything else but the certainty,
from their own experience, that tieasures are often
discovered.! Can it be wondeired at, therefore, that
they should often have asked me these questions®—
¢ If my lady is not come to seek for treasures, what is
she come for? Is she bamshed? No: Is she on mer-
cantile affars ¢ No: 'Well, but if she is come, as
you say, for her health, surely in Syma there ame
more pleasurable spots to be found than the barren
sides of Mount Lebanon.”

With this opmion, therefore, so strongly impressed
upon their minds, she considered that the document
nught be no more than a forgery fabricated on pm-
pose by some of the emissaries of the Porte, to make
a tual of her eagerness about 1t, and theieby assure

* themselves whether she were travelling for such an
‘object, or (which is another very flatterng opinion
they sometimes have of travellers) as a spy. To

! Thus, whlst we were at Acre, there were Roman coms of
the mddle empire on sale at the goldsmuths’ by threes and
tnos and as one three disappeared another supplied its place.
It was plam that a jar of comns had lately been discovered, and

it was sud that Shaykh Messadd of Hartha was the fortunate
finder.
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accept the paper, then, was a lews dangerous cour~c than
to refuse it. for it is better to be considercd as a
ireasure-hunter than as a secret agent of & guvern-
ment. )

The original copy was ptoduced, and considered by
Lady Hester as genuine.  Thoe donor had, mo<t pro-
bably, looked to the certainty of an immediate precent
for his dicclosure, as he had often experienecd Lady
Hester's liberality : but there were many rea~ons for
not immediately renmding him ; and, knowing the
impractieability of a similar attempt without exposing
herself to some risk and to moie expense than she
could afford, she determined on making an application
to the Poite, offering them all the pecuniary benefit that
might acerue, and reserving for herself the honour
only. She accordingly submitted a succinet statement
to Ilis Excellency M. (afterwards Sir Robert) Liston.
to be presented by lum to the Reis Effendi. Whether
any correspondence took place on the subject, or
whether the business was primd facie considered so
well worth a trial as to demand no farther inquiries
into 1t, I do not know: because, as was said before,
the whole affair was matured for execution before I
became acquainted with it.

It may not be improper to add that much rehance
must have been placed on Lady Hester’s judgment,
since the manuscript wanted the very essential con-
firmation of a date. Therefore, as no clue could be
obtained, after the priest’s death, to the records from
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which it was copied, it was not clear at what period
the treasures were hidden. That they were so, when
the mosque, mentioned in the manuscript, was still
standipg, we gathered from the allusions made to pil-
lars, walls, &c. We might go farther back, and con-
clude the deposit to have been made before the edifice
was appropriated to the Mahometan worship—because
Christians are not allowed to enter a mosque, much
less to remain long enough to dig a hole, or take the
precautions necessary for such a concealment. This
therefore carries us back to a period of seven or eight
centuries.

How is it possible that a treasme counld so long lie
untouched, when the secret of its existence was known 2
The answer 1s, that digging and rummaging in ruins
always excites dangerous suspicions in the Turks.
Every traveller 1n the Levant has heard how certainly
the discovery of a jar of money leads to the ruin of
the finder, if known. In vain he immediately caiiies
it to the governor Ins greedy masters suppose that
he has concealed a part for his own use ; and the bas-
tinado, nay, often torture, compels him to yield up the
supposed remainder by sacrificing all he has in the
world. His property is confiscated, and poverty and
blows a1e his reward. So much do examples of tlus
kind terrify, that some, who have fallen accidentally
on jars of coms, have been known to cover the spot
carcfully up, and never to speak of it but on their
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death-bed 3 a disclosure moro likely to do mi-chi f
than good to their heirs.

On tho 28th of January, 1815, Derwich Mustafa
Aga, the Ziiym, artived, as we have ahcady seen,
after a journey of many weeks, fiom Constantinople,
deputed to mvest Lady ITester with eveater authonity
over the Tuiks than was, probably, ever granted ¢ven
to any Buropean ambassador ; certainly, than to any
unofficial Cluistian.

Derwish Aga was a short man, about 50 yvears old.
As soon as he had supped, Lady Tlester 1equested Ins
presence in the saloon, to which he moved mo~t slowly,
moaning and whining on entering the dont as thongh
he had been ill. Gioigio acted as the interpicter:
and the aga and her ladyship remamed in private con-
versation until past midnight. ITe was the beaver of
three firmans or imperial o1ders, empowering her to
demand what assi<tance she might want for the prose-
cution of her purpose: one was addiessed to the
Pasha of Acie; another to the Pasha of Damascns;
and a thiid to all governors in Syria generally. Der-
wish Aga was to put humself entirely under the di-
1cetion of Lady Hester, and was to do nothing without
consnlting her,

On the 29th and 30th he had long conversations’
with her ladyslnp, and tried every device to wind
about her, m order to judge what were her motives

* for offermg to the Porte treasures which others would
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have appropriated to their own use - but he invariably -
found them to be such as she had professed. He next
wanted to make the fiist excavation at the spot said to
be near Sayda, but he ladyship msisted on Ascalon, and
1t was finally so arranged. Considering that an affair of
this magmtude ought not to be tiusted entirely to the
Capugi Bashi, (and those enlisted into this service by
him) she bethought herself of Mdlem Musa of Hamah,
father of Selim, in whom she had perceived a vast
capacity for business, and on whom she felt she could
rely better than on any other native of her acquaint-
ance. Accordingly a letter was sent off by express
to Hamah nearly in these words. * You know I am
a stiaitforward person. An affair has happened which
demands your presence at Acre., Be not alarmed;
there 18 nothung serious m it * but let nothing prevent
your coming, short of illness. In such a case, send
Selim, and with hum some one who reads and speaks
Turkish fluently. But it would be better that you
came together; you to give counsels, and he to exe-
cute them ™

Lady Hester, just returned from a long and fatiguing
journey, felt almost unequal to undertake another:
but the Ziym of course urged the necessity of her
presence, and she probably did not wish him to act
without her; so 1t was aranged that he should pre-
cede her to Acre, to make the necessary preparations.
He accoidingly departed, accompanied by Giorgro,
who was promoted to be dragoman, and was farmshed

>
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with the following letter to the pasha :—*T send your
Highness my dragoman, who will acquaint you with
his business, according to the tenor of a paper which
T have put in his hands. In a few days T shall be
with you myself to explain the whole.” Thé paper
was to ilns effect :— A person had put into my hands
certain indications of a treasure. IIié object was to
get money from me: but, as the benefit was not to be
mine, (since I never seek to appropriate to myself the
propeity of others,) it was not for me to reward him.
Tt would have been natural for me to have immedi-
ately acquainted your llighness with it: but T con-
sidered that there might armse a double mschief from
this: fist, that, if the treasme did not exist, the
ridicule would fall on you; and scecondly. that. if it
did exist, and you had presented it to the Porte, you
might have been suspected of having appropriated a
portion to yourself, and would have been avamzed.!
I therefore addressed myself directly to the Sultan,
assigmng to him the same reasons for having kept
you in 1gnorance that I now give you, and having
spoken of you in such terms as, had you been present,
you would have approved of »

On Wodnesday, February 1st, Derwish Aga and
Giorgio departed, and it was fixed for us to follow in
ten days. ,

Lady Hester had considered how she should be

. able to support”the expense which this affair would

1« Avamized ” 1s the Levant word for “muleted.”
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bring upon her. Her limited income scarcely sufficed
for her ordinary expenditure, and she had exceeded 1t
greatly in her late tour to Balbec. She therefurc
came 1p the resolution of asking (or, a3 she expressed
it, of obliging) the English government to pay her;
considerng that the reputation which she was giving
to the English name was a sufficient warrant for ex-
pectmw this remuneration. * I shall beg of you,
doctor™ (she smid) “to keep a regular account of every
article, and will then send in my bill to government
by Mr. Liston; when, if they refuse to pay me, I
ghall put it in the newspapers and expose them.
And this I shall let them know very plainly, as I
consider it my right, and not a favour: for, if
Sir A. Paget put down the cost of his servants’ liveries
after his embassy to Vienna, and made Mr. Pitt pay
him £70,000 for four years, I cannot see why I should
not do the same.”

As both Lady Hester and myself were in want
of many articles necessary on a long journey, she re-
quested me o go to Damascus for them, as well as to
pick up some horses for our 11ding. Two days before
Derwish Aga departed for Acre, I left Abra, taking
with me Mbérak, thelock-picking servant, and a mule-
teer. Ourroad lay to-DBisra, already deseribed, and
from Bisra, ascending the mountain upon which I lost
myself in October, 1814 we came to the cascade. Here
we struck off to the north-east, and ascended another'

mountain, at the back of a village called Ayn Matir,
VOL. 111 F
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from the top of which there is a view of the plain of
Bisra, of the glen throngh which the river Ewely
winds, and of the mountains in which these romantic
sccnes are embosomed. We then turned fo the
east, continuing over a rocky but somewhat level
ridge, and reached, about sunset, a village where
Mbérak, the servant, had some respectable relations.
I was taken to their house; a warm room was im-
mediately provided, and in due time "a hot supper
made me forget the fatigues of the day.

This willage was the highest to be seen hereabouts,
before reaching the summit of the mountain. It had
some good substantial stone dwellings, and the in-
habitants, I was told, were all above want, or, in
other words, i1n comfortable ciicumstances. The
plague was raging at another willage half a mile off,
even at this unusual season of the year. I retired
to rest, whilst, in the adjoining room, Mbfrak’s re-
lations sat the greater part of the mght listening to
the recital of lus adventuies in the journey to Bélbec,
to which he did not faul to add as many marvels as he
could convemently invent.

The next morning, having thanked my hospitable
hosts, I proceeded on my journey. Half an hour
brought us to the foot of the last and ghest chain of
mountans, where the snow now lay very thick.
When almost at the top, we met two women on foot,
one of whom had neither shoes nor stockings. I
stopped her, and, having a pair of yellow shoes loose
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in a bag, I gave them to her, and received her thanks.
We soon afterwards arrived at the summit, and,
descendmng rapidly into the Bk, mclined to the left,
until ye fell into the same track which we had followed
in 1812. The passage over the mountam by which I
had now come lies two or three leagues to the south
of that of Barbk. Passmg Jub Genyn, we did not
halt until we reached Aita; and on the third day, we
aruived at Dainascus.

'We had scarcely reached the precincts of the
orchard grounds, when we were stopped by an officer
of the excise, who, with a follower or two, was lurking
about the road for the purpose of preventing smug-
gling IHe was attracted by the sight of my camp-
bed, which, m the manner 1t was rolled up 1n its case,
looked hike a bale of raw silk. Nothing short of open-
ing the case would satisfy him that it was not silk,
and, after giving me much trouble, he giumbled at
lus disappointment, and allowed us to proceed. I
rode straight to the house of M. Chaboceau, the
French doctor, of whom I have spoken in a former
part of my jownal, where I had 1eason to suppose I
should be hospitably welecomed—nor was I mistaken.

One of my first visits was to Ahmed Bey. His
son, Sulymfin, of whom mention 15 made so largely at
my first visit to Damascus, was no more. Some
months before, in looking too eagerly over the edge
of the housetop, he fell fornard, and, unable to save
himself, nas dashed to pieces. Yet he had survived

F2
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the plague in 1813; although Ahmed Bey ai that
timo lost twenty-one persons of his family, smong
whom was his amiable wife. But how was T gratified,
yet afthieted, by the visit of the lovely Fatima ! »ho<e
exceeding beauty and amiable character, knowu to me
during the protracted illoess of her mother, whom
1 attended when at Damascus before, had almost
made me forswem the faith T way born in, and
become, for her sake, a convert to Jslamism. In=
formed of my amnal, she hastened, with the aged
Hadjy Murt Mohammed Aga, to see me. I was
shocked to find lier blooming youth poioned with a
sickly yellow hue, and her laige and once brilliant
cyes now deprived of their lustre. She had had the
plague, and was yet, though so many months had
elap=ed, Jabowring under 1ts teriible effeets.

I took Shukhr Aga, one of the bey’s people. with
me, and went fiom bazar to bazar making purchascs.
T was shown the largest picee of ambeigris I ever saw.
It was of the size and nearly in the shape of a human
skull, which it resembled also in being hollow, this
form being given by the calabashes in which it is col-
lected. It 15 much used by the wealthy and luxurions
to perfume coffee, which is done by fixing a piece the
size of a pea at tho bottom of the coffec-eup, Each
time the boiling coffee is powmed upon it, 1t imparts an
agecable flavour to the bevaage. Ambeigns enters
frequenily into the composition of aphrodisiacal
stimulants, much used by Mahometaus.
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I purchase;l a Damascus sabre for 172 piasters.
Tt was of that kind called m Arabic tabane, which
means tempered. It will not be amiss here to advert
to the, sabres known in Europe by the general name
of Damascug blades, but which are more accurately
distinguished in Turkey, either from their temper,
their metal, theiwr form, or therr age. Their temper
18 known by the cleainess of the waves which cover
the suiface and indeed penetrate the metal ; and the
more dense these are, the better is the metal: to
such is apphied the texm of tabane. If the blades
are very black, then the Turks name them kara
Khorasan (black steel of Khorasin) : if they are of a
lighter hue, tabane Hindy or Indian-tempered, in
which case the waves are farther apart, and their
outhne 1s sometimes broken.

In looking along the blade, the back more especi-
ally, a flaw or eiack may sometimes be discovered
This 18 caused by hammering out the blade from two
eggs, or balls, of metal instead of one, or from thicken-
ing, or from piecing, the blade where defective. Gilt
letters engraved on them are often placed to conceal
some such defect, and, m Turkey generally, detiact
somewhat fiom their value, unless the legend happens
to mark gieat antiquity or the name of a celebrated
possessor.

The form most admired, and which pecuharly be-
longs to those blades called Damascene, 1s the nar-
10w blade, cmved with an equal bend. The broad one



102 TRAVELS OF

is called the Stambfl or Constantinople blade, and is
double-edged from the point up to onc-third of its
length. There 1s a blade of a wore silvery gray and
of a broader wave than the Indian tabane, which is
called neryz, as I conjecture from the name of some
place where a celebrated manufactory was. All the
above mentioned blades are, 1n a certain degree,
ancient ; for the modern Damascus blades, of which I
possess one, are inferior in every respect, and are
known by looking somewhat like blades made wavy
with aquafortis.

1 was desirous of buying a shawl for a turban ; and,
from the inquiries I was led to make on that occasion,
compared with what I have observed since my return
to England, T have no doubt cashmere shawls are
cheaper here than in Turkey, as are, at this moment,
Damascus sabres, since the peace has thrown a great
many of both into our market.

The horse bazar was held overy morning about
half an hour after sunmse, in an open space in the
middle of the town. I resorted thither, and looked
about for such horses as I was in search of. I found
that horse-dealing was a system of cheating as ex-
tensive 1 Damascus as in London ; but the public re-
gulations to prevent the ignorant from becoming the
dupes of knaves were good, and, as I was told,
generally speaking, rigidly enforced. I saw, among
many ordinary horses which were sold, a Bedown
filly of two years fetch 500 piasters, or £35.
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She was iron-gray, which 1s rather the prevaling
colour of Arab hoises; and, although not of the
finest breed, still it was evident that she was eagerly
caught up. On coming into the bazar, you are sur-
rounded by several delals (brokers.) These men
endeavour to find out what your wants are, and busily
set about satisfying them. Horses are ridden at a
walk, trot, and gallop, backward and forward between
the double rows of spectators, whilst the delals,
mounted on their backs, cry aloud what has been
bidden, and thus sell them by auction.

Shukhr Aga, always with me, sought out the delal
generally employed by Ahmed Bey, and told him
what I was in search of. Forthwith he brought before
mo several steady mares, among which I selected one.
stout, bony, and in good condition ; and, having seen
her tried, after much altercation with the owner, the
bargain was struck, and the mare paid for. The delal
was paid at the regular market agency about one
and a half per cent; and there was bes:des a fee to
the bazar. Horses thus bought are subject to three
days’ trial, within which time they may be returned,
and the money reclaimed. But the best illustration
of horse-dealing in Damascus will be m relating the
adventures of M. Beaudin’s horse, stolen from him,
and sold in that very market.

M. Beandin had left Mar Elias for St Jean d’Acre
on busmess for Lady Hester. He rode a brown
bay mare, and carried under him his saddle-bags.
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His heavy Inggage was on an ass condueted by a
dnver. Night overtook lum near old Tyre, at Ras-
el-ayn. a village in which are the celebiated waters,
called by Pococke and other travellers Solomon’s
springs. They turn several water-mills; and one of
these he entered, with a determination to sleep out the
night, and pursue his journcy when day broke. He
tied up his mare, hung the corn-bag to her nose ; and,
putting the saddle-bags under his head as a pillow,
covered himself with his abah, and attempted to
sleep. The mmller was attending to lus business at
the hopper. M. Beaudin had scarcely made himself
comfortable when he heaid the footsteps of peisons
entering the mill; and, Ifting the abah off his face.
he saw two ill-looking men, who had come in, as they
said, to escape the 1ain which was falling very fast

M. Beaudin thought their appearance suspicious ;
but he argued with himself thus: ¢ DMy saddle-bags

are under my head, my mare’s bridle 1s almost in my

hand ; they cannot do me¢ much miscluef, and let the
miller look to himself;™ so he coveled up his face,

and went to sleep ; the ass-dirver probably had better
secured his own ammal, and went to sleep also.

An hour or two afterwards M. Beaudn awoke,
and, looking from under his cloak, saw, to his
utter astonishment, that his maie was gone. He
sprang up, and accused the muller, who was still at
woik, of conmivance m the theft. The Poor man
seemed as much astonished as M. Beaudm at the
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audacity of the thieves, and ran out immediately’
in pursmt of them ; but they were already far away:
and, although Beaudin strongly suspected the miller of
bemg ja party m the crime, 1t was afterwards proved
that he was altogether innocent.

The mght was dark and stormy: M. Beaudin re-
solved, neveitheless, to gain the town of Tyre, and
hire a horse to pursue lis journey. Accordingly,
desiring the muleteer, as soon as 1t should be day-
light, to go forwaid on the Acre road, he set off on foot
by himself for Tye, distant about three miles from
Ras-el-ayn. He knew that the way by the sea-
shore was the surest in the dark ; but he had nnt
proceeded far, when he found himself embariassed
among several rivulets; and, inclming inland to
avoid walking through them, he lost his way. He
had a brace of pistols at his girdle, heavy Twkish
tiousers, and an abah or cloak. The weight of s
clothing was increased by the ram, which continued
to fall, while 1ts pattering drowned the roaimng of
the surf, and prevented him fiom regaining the sea-
shore. He wandered about for some time, until at
last he came to a sugar-loaf hill, well known to such
persons as have passed near Tyre, wlich stands m
the middle of the plain, and has on 1t a mosque
crowned with a double dome, called, from the simi-
larity of the two, El Ashik w'el Mashik (the lover
and the beloved). This mound formerly was the
site of some ancient edifice, as there are portions of an

F5
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aquednet still remaining which Ied fiom old Ty10
to it, whilst vast stone~ whieh lir reattered abont ite
foot, hear evidence of maronty of no modern dats
IFrom El Ashtik aroad lead- to T'yre. M, Br"mtlin
followed it, and anived at the gated of the town befire
they were opened. e seated himeelf on the ontwle,
and waited patiently until daylight. vhen he obtained
admittance.  He then pnacceded to the moteellem or
governor, and informed him of what had happened.
The motecllem despatched people in zearch of the horee
and 10bhora, while M. Beaudin hired o mule and eon-
tinued his jowney to Ace. On arriving thrre
Malem Hiiym, the pasha’s minister, was wformed of
his loss, M. DBeaudin (after he had exrcuted his
commirsion at Acre), was about to dcpart for Mar
Elias when he was furniched with a buywmdy or
géveinment order to the motscllem of Tyre, enjoining
that officer to give him his own horse until the stolen
one should be found. The partienlar ho13e =0 as<igned
was twice as valuable as M. DBeaudin's, who, there-
fore, politely told the motsellem that he did not requite
the pasha™s order to he exceuted to the letter, and
accordingly recetved a common horse for present use,
until his own could be recovered, Whilst delayed at
Tyre in these arangements, ke received a small serap
of paper from Lady Ilester, whom he had informed
by a letter fiom Aere of his lows.  Upon this rerap of
paper was written, * A7 vous aver perdu votre Jument
trourez la” The motsellem promised, and was
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bound, to make every exertion to bring the robbery
to light. M. Beaudin then proceeded to Mar Elas,
and had a severe reprimand from her ladyship for Ius
negligence !

Soihe months elapsed, and M. Beaudin still rode the
motsellem’s horse, when it happened that he was de-
spatched by Lady Hester on business to Damascus;
and, on Ins way back, was stopped by the snow, which
had blocked up the roads. He formed part of a
caravan ; and, ag he was sitting in the caravansery.
during the evening, conversing with a horseman who
was one of the number, to pass the time he related the
story of the loss of his mare. A muleteer, who was
listening, asked him to describe her, and then said he
thought he knew where she was,

1t appeared that the robbers had immediately taken
her from Tyie to Damascus, where, in the puble
bazar, they sold her to a Persian for 600 piasters
(about £30). The laws of the bazar are, that every
horse sold there must be warranted as known not to
have been stolen ; and responsibility, to its full value,
falls on the company of delils. So the stealers, unable
to produce a security, had her returned on their hands
In selecting a Persian, who might be setting off imme-

- diately for lus own country, they thought to have
evaded this requisition: but the dealers, who have
their eyes on everybody and everything that passes.
felt that they might be called upon for the money, and
so prevented the sale. The stealers tried a second
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and a third time, but without suceess. At Inst an
aga o1 gentloman, who had seen the mare more than
once in the bazir, and who suspeeted something wiong
in the business, pretended to bid for her. and inguited
where she was biought fiom. The <tealers mafioned
a village in the Metoualy conmtiy: but, as come
persons were known to the aga in that very village,
he put some questions respecting them ; and, when
he found that the stealers conld not give corect
answers, lie seized the maic's biidle, and said— My
fiiends, I take this mare home to my stable. When
you can prove to me that you came by her fanly. T
will then 1estore her.”  Guilt, we may suppose, made
the men fearful: for. after some words. the agn lud
the maie away without any 1esistance.

M. Beaudm was informed by the muletear of the
residence of thoaga ; but, on account of the inclemeney
of the weather, deferred gomg thither at that moment.
e returned to Mar Elias; and, in a few days. went
after the mare The aga, on heaumng his story, de-
livered her to him ; and information was laid against
the pretended owners. They weie appchended,
convieted of being the stealeis, and ome of them
was hanged, without any law expenses whatever.
The peculiar vanations, from beginning to end, in the
suspicions, diseovery, and pumishment of the theft,
compared with a similar event in England, are too

obvious to make 1t necessary to point them out to the
reader.
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To return to my narrative, I was much surprised to
find Mélem Musa at Damascus ; and, knowing that
an expiess messenger had, as I have before men-
tioned, been sent off to hum to Hamab, T told him of
it, and repeated from memory the letter, the contents
of which I knew, as having been privy to the writing
of it. The conduct of Musa on tlus occasion will
show how wary Lovantines are in incurring the sus-
picion of being in seccret correspondence with Kuro-
peans. Although the business concerned nobody but
himself, and was known to nobody clse, he immediately
communicated it to the Jew serafs, MAlem Yusef and
Rafiiel, pretending that he was all astonishment at
what Lady Hester could mean by wantmng him. I,
however, judged 1t proper to send off a letler to her
ladyship, mforming her that he was here, and
begging a corroboration, under her hand, of the tom-
munication I bad made him. The muleteer was, on
the 10th of February, despatched with this letter, and
with another from Mélem Musa During his absence,
which was six or seven days, I completed the pur-
chases I had to make. Yhen Sulymén (that was the
muletcer’s name) retwined, Milem Musa received
perxfnssion fiom the pasha to go to Acre, wheie he
was to meet Lady Hester; and, having finished my
business, I set off for Mar Elias.

Much snow had fallen in the mterim. There were
twg mule loads of baggage, and I was mounted on

Lt =R
,‘my nenly-puichased mate. The highest part of the
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Antilebanon is very elevated ground ; and we suffered
greatly fiom the wet and cold, when, on the first
night, we arrived at Halwell, where I slept almost
under my horse’s legs, in a place no better than a
shed. The sccond night we reached Jib Genyn,
where we were informed that the pass of Mount
Lebanon was impracticable, owing to the snow.
However, as my return, I knew, was waited for im-
patiently by Lady Hester, I resolved to attempt it on
the following day.

Fiom J&b Genyn we amived at the foot of the
mountain early in the day, when we began to ascend 3
and at noon we had reached the part where the snow
lay. There was no fresh track. by which we plamly
understood that none but omseclves had made the
trial that day. We had nearly reached the summit,
when, as we were advancing, a storm of snow, or
what is called on the Alps a fourmente, came on, and
in 2 moment the view around us was bounded to
fifieen o1 twenty paces. Sulyméin was a daring and
resolute Droize, and promised yet to carry me thiough
it. 'We had advanced about a hundred yards, when
one of the mules slipped mto a hole, which the
snow had covered, fell, and could not, from the weight
of his load, rise again. e wunloaded him; and,
when extricated, replaced his burden on lus back.
We had not advanced much farther when my mare
sunk in up to her belly; and, in plunging about,
caught the end of my cloak in her fore-foot, and pulled
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me off. The mule, that had fallen before, at the same
time swerved from the path, and rolled over. Being
unable to rise, the girths were cut to relieve her.

It ’has been mentioned more than onee, that stock-
ings and gloves are not worn in Syria. Mbérak, from
the exertion he had used in assisting the muleteer,
became afterwards very cold, and now complained that
his feet and hands felt almost frozen. We made many
ineffectual attempts to reload the mule, but the snow
and wind were so rigorously sharp, that we began
to think, if we delayed any longer, we should be lost
altogether. I therefore resolved on abandoning the
luggage, which was accordingly put together i a heap
on the snow; and on the heap was a species of otter,
alive in a box, which I had brought from Damascus
as a curiosity. As we had evidently lost the track, we
took the direction which we thought would bring us
to it ; when, after wandering about for half an hour,
every moment tumbling into holes and over stumps of
trees, we found ourselvés, to our dismay, close to the
luggage again. Sulymén’s courage now became de-
speration, and, drawing his yatagin, he was going to
stab his mules, saying it was better to kill them out-
right than leave them to be frozen to death. This
design I prevented, insisting that we must now try to
retrace our steps to the plain of the Bkd as the only
chance we had of saving our lives. Mbarak, by this
time, had begun to complain most bitterly, and eould

scarcely be persuaded to advance. e were unable
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any longer to discern the footsteps we had oursclves
made in coming; for the snow had alrcady cflaced
them, Foitunately, the bend of the trees, caused by
tho prevalence of a constant wind, suggested {o Sulymiin
the direction we ought to take, and, guided by this,
we slowly returned. Piovidence aseisted us. We had
gone on for about half an hour, when the fourmente
ceased, and a compaiative serenity in the atmosphere
enabled us to 1egain the path by which we had
ascended . but Mbirak was now helpless, and we had
much ado in keepmg him from sitting down, for I
opposed lis riding, as the onuly chance of preventing
the fatal effects of the cold on lis extiemities.

It was dark before we 1eached the foot of the moun-
tain, and some lights dnccted us to a few wretched
cottages, which Sulymin knew to be the hamlet of
Khuiby,' and where, when at Jib Gengn, we had been
informed the plague was 1aging; but, T believe, if
worse than the plague had then faced us, we should
have thought it pieferable to what we had just left:
so we knocked at the first door we came to, and 1e-
quested that some empty stable or outhouse might be
given us, where, having made a fire, we sheltered our-
selves,. 'We had searcely entered when Mbirak
famted away. Sulymdn was much astonished when T
1nsisted on his being laid in the corner farthest from

! “YVe reached the plain near asmall village, inhalited only
during the sced time.” Burckhardt, v. st p 207, This village
was that where we now sought shelter,
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the fire, whore we rubbed Lis limbs and his feet, until
he came to himnself, when, from pain and fear, he kept
up a giievous moamng. Sulyman next procured some
barley for the ammals, and I endeavoured to find a
dry spot to he down on, but it was impossible. The
villagers at first refused to give us anything to eat.
but there is a law which subjects any place wherein a
person dies from want to a considerable fine ; and the
appichension of Mbarak’s penishing durmg the mght,
which, as he lay, seemed bkely, frightened them, and
they brought us some biead and porridge.

What a miserable night did I pass! Morning at
length came ; and then the person calling himself the
bailiff of tho hamlet offered, for a reasonable reward,
four men to assist us m recovering the baggage. These
people are well acquanted with the mountam. They
gu;dcd us up, and we were fortunate enough to find
every thimg as we had left.it The otter was alive,
nor did he dio until some time afterwaids. The Ing-
gago was cantied on the backs of the peusants and of
Sulymiin, until we 1cached the descent to the west ;
when, having reloaded, T 1ewaided the peasants, and
in a short time we 1cached Bailk, where the snow
disappeared In order to make up for the loss of tune
on the preceding day, Snlyman was told to hurry on:
We left Dayr el Kamar on the 1ight of us, and
artived at sunset at Ayn bayl, a Driize village. inha-
bited chiefly by muleteers, among whom was one who
had sexved Lady Hester in the journey to Bilbee.
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To his house Sulymén led me to pass the night. The
wife gave me the best entertainment in her power;
and to convey some idea of the interior of a Dilize
cottage, I will relate how T passed the evening,

A narrow carpet, kept doubled up, excepting on days
of ceremony, was spread on one side of the clay floor,
which, fiom being well rubbed with a smooth round
boulder, shone like a mmror. The cottage was of
stone, one story high, and flat-roofed, with a shed
close by which served for a stable, and no other out-
houses whatever. The cottage was divided in two, by
a partition not reaching to the ceiling, which was of
beams and rafters, trimmed with an adze only. Round
the room were several sun-baked clay barrels, about
three feet high, but of small circumference: these
were filled with wheat-flour, figs, borgdl, lentils, rice,
&c. The muleteer’s wife busied herself in preparing
my supper at a fireplace, made of a few rude stones
outside of the door. As she came in and out to
fetch the different articles which she wanted, she
carefully concealed her face by pinching together her
veil. which was of long white crape, falling gracefully
from the point of her horn, so that only one eye was
secn. In the same room with me sat Sulymin and
Mbérak, with six or eight Drfizes, who diopped in
one by one on the news of our arrival, and to whom
Sulymén was earnestly relating the adventures of the
preceding night. They invariably, as they entered,.
civilly saluted everybody, and there was much decornm
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in therr manners, which is, however, not peculiar to
the Driizes, but is universal among the different
classes of society throughout Turkey. henever the
husband spoke to his wife she answered in low femi-
nine accents, for it would have been discreditable to
her, had she, whilst strangers were by, laughed or
vociferated.

‘When supper was 1eady, which consisted of a dish
of boiled rice, some dibs and leben, and a few figs and
raisins for the dessert, it was served up on a wooden
table about two feet in diameter, and six inches from
the ground, with boxwood spoons alone to eat with.
After supper, my own travelling stock afforded coffee,
with which the whole party was 1egaled, smoking their
pipes, and appearing as soberly merry as pious Christians
round a winter fire ; for nowhere will you see so much
cheerfulness without loud laughter, and sedateness
without gloom, as among this people.



116 TRAVELS OF

CITAPTER-VT.

Journey of Lady Tlester from Mar Llits to Ascalon—
Bussa—Acre—She presmls on Mr  Catafugo to nccompeny
her to Asenlon—1lnces of Al Pasha—TFrofussonal visits of the
Author — Abdallah  Bey, the Pasha’s ron —TLxtrordinary
honours pad to Lady Hester—Iler departure from Acre—
Tremendous storm—M. Loustaunw; lus prophecies—Ie
history—~Don Tomaso Coschuch arrives with despatches from
Sir Sydney Smith to Lady Ilester — Substanec of them—
Presents rent to the caie of Lady IHester by Sir Sydney
—Ilis character 1 the Enst—Crsrea — Um Khaled—
Village of Mensel— Jafla — Mohammed Agg, the gosernot

ordered to accompany Lady Ilester—Ihs character—Arrival
at Ascalon.

The next morning we 1csumed our journey, and
arnived at noon at Mar Elias I found lady Hester
busily occupied m prepaung for our departure for
Acie, which, now that I was arrved, was fived for the
next day  Tn my absence she had purchased a gray
mate fiom Mr Taitbout. the French con-ul of Sayda.
The next moining she departed with nemly the same
attendants, as she had taken with ler to Bilbee.
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not being quite ready, I followed her the next day,
wlich was the 16th of Februaiy, 1815.

I shall pass over the names of places on the road to
Tyre, as having alrcady described them when coming
tlus way before, The weather was still tempestuous
and wet; and, a very few hours after her ladyship’s
depmture, thete was a hail-storm, which, had glass
been in use for windows, would have broken every
pane. She slept at Bl Khudder. About noon, I
overtook her there, and found the tents just stiuck
for maiching . so, without dismounting, I jeined comn-
pany.

+There are two roads from Sayda to Tyre, as also
from Tyre to Acre, fiom which ciicumstance, as being
not gencrally known to travellers themselves, there 1s
often an apparent discrepancy in the names of places
and their relative distance. In the winter season, 1t
is customary to follow the windings of the strand of
the seashoie, wheie the sand always affords a firm
footing for the amimals: in the summer, a strait road,
sometimes close to the sea, and sometimes, fiom the
bends of the coast, two, o1 thice hundred yards, or a
quarter of a milo distant from it, is pieferred: but
1t is too full of holes and too decp 1n mire to be
passed in the wet scason.

We slept that night at Tyre. Tho rains still con-
tmued. 1 departed noxt mornmmg emlier than Lady
Hester, to provide the evening station. Passing Ras-
cl-ayn, I came to the promontory called Rasel Nakina,
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Ascending this, and riding through a level beyond it
covered with underwood, T came to the Gufter or toll-
house, on the left hand of which, as mentioned in a
former place, is the willage of Nakfira. This I
thought a convenent distance for a halfway sta-
tion between Tyie and Acre. Accordingly, in-
quiring for the shaykh’s house, I produced the
buyurdy, by which wo were to be furnished with
lodging and entertainment on the road. The shaykh
very civilly professed his wilhngness to do so, but
said that the station was specified in the order for the
village of Bussa, wlich was farther on. I thanked
Inm, perceived my error, and, 1emounting my horse,
descended the Iull by the Burge Mshenfy into the
plain of Acie. At tho foot of the hill, the road to
Bussa turned short to the left. The incessant 1ains,
for some weeks past, had so soaked the ground that
my horse could with difficulty get along.

Bussa was about one mile from the Burge Mshenfy,
and was a small village surrounded with olive g10ounds,
in which it seemed to be partienlauly rich. The soil
appeared lower than the seacoast; so that, on my
arrival at the willage, the street was fairly flooded.
T was directed to the menzel or khan, as strangers
generally are: but I inquired for the shaykh’s house,
and was, as it always happened, followed by tlieo or
four people to learn my business there.

The shaykh, in compliance with the buyurdy,
desired me fo choose what cottages I liked best: but,
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here the chowce was truly puzsling. Each cottage
had a courtyard, where dung and wet lay in the same
manner as in the old-fashioned farmyards in Eng-
land : each cottage hkewise comsisted of a smgle
room, half of which contained a -yoke of oxen, and.
the other half, somewhat raised, the tenant of it and
his family. Fmding that they were all alike, I
caused three to be cleared out, and set the peasant
women to work, to sweep and carry off the dung and
other filth. Mrs. Fry, Werdy, and the black slave,
soon afterwards arrived; and, by the aid of mats,
carpets, and other contrivances, metamorphosed the
sheds into something hke a habitation.

But there had been a mistake, on the part of M
Beaudm, as to the meaning of the buyurdy ; and he
conducted Lady Hester, who departed late fiom Tyre,
to Nalktra, where she was informed that I had gone
on to Bussa. The mght had already set i, when she
arrived ab Nak(ra : but, she was obliged to continue,
on account of the Inggage* and, for her protection,
" the shaykh of Nakfra and two armed horsemen ac-
companied her. I waited anxiously for her, until
owing to the extreme darkness of the night, I
became alarmed, and 1esolved to ride back in search
of het  The 10ad, which was no better than a slough,
presented a most formidable obstacle iif the dark, and
my horse had already floundered half a mile through
it, when the welcome sound of voices reached m
ears. Nor was Lady Hester herself less glad to
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Lear mine: for fatizue, wet. and apprchonsion, od
agitated her mote than I well rumedinber to have et
on any other «imiliat oceasjon,

Bucwa is inhabited by Mahometans,  Theavomen
hiad <omewhat the appearauce of Dedouine, in die-~
more especially in the pointed <oft slecves 1eaching
alnost to the ground:  We luft thi- place next moin-
ing for Acre. As the 1oad had now diverged nmile
from the sea. we had an opportuniy of obzervivg the
fortiity of the plain. Tt must, howeser, he unwhole-
some, since the seachore 1= plainly higher than the
soil mland, which prevents the 1ains from running off 5
s0 that theie ave many stagnant pools,  The plam is
semiciiculai. and the hoins of the mountain~ which
enclose 1t are, Mount Caimel to the south. aud the
Nakfua, over which we had just pacsed, to the uerth.
We soon aunrved at Aere. A small house had heen
provided for Lady Ilester, where she lived with her
fenale attendants only. M. Beaudin and my=elf had
apaitments m the coin khan.

In oider to avoid all foul play on the part of thoso
with whom she might have to do, her ladyship en-
gaged Signor Catafago, at whose house she lived on
her first visit to Acre, to go with her, as beng a
cunning man, and used to the intrigues of the country.
Ve remained at Acre until. the 17th of Mareh. In
the mean time, Malem Musa artived fiom Damascus,
having with him two men servants, Lady ITester

saw from dhy to day Malem Haym, the Jow ; and she
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paid a visit to the pasha, who roceived her with
pecubar affability. “Whenever she went out, she was
followed by a crowd of spectators ; and the curiokity
and agmiration which she had very generally excited
throughout Syria were now inereased by her sup-
posed influence in the affairs of government, in having
a Capugi Bashi at her command.

She was returning one day from the bath, i which
she often indulged, muffled up to keep out the cold air,
and mounted on her favourite black ass, with a groom

_on either side-to support her, “when the ass took
fright, and, turning suddenly round, threwher. The
man on whom the fault chiefly fell was named Harb,
a Mussulman, who had been hired expressly for this
journey, at Sayda, as a janissary, he having been
janissary to the French Consul. Although Lady
Hester wag not hurt, the Jew Seraf caused him to be
bastinadoed on the feet, that he might take more care’
of his mistress in future. No Turk now paid her a -
vistt without wearing his bengsh, or mantle of cere-
mony: and every circumstance showed the ascen-
dency she had gained in public opinion.

I have already described the caravansery in which
I was living (called Khan el Kummah) on a former
occasion. I was lodged in a room the window of
which overlooked the harbour, which isno more than
& small nook sheltered by a dilapidated mole. During
this time there was a most vislent storm, and I was

witness to the strandmg of a polacea, which,

YOL. 111 “ ¢ @
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although moored by two cables through portholes in
the mole, rode o uncasy that she broke the cables and
drove on shore.

About this time, an order arrived from the Foite to
the pashas of Syria, desiring them to enforce the
wearing of kafks, the cloth bonnet of Constanti-
nopolitan Mahometans ; and which, mote especially,
was affected in the Levant Ly government officers, or by
Turks, in contradistinction to the natives. with whom
ithe tmiban was the favourite covering of the head.

On our arrival, a request wasmade me to attend on
Ali, pasha of Tripoli, whom we have before spoken of
as 1esidmg with Sulymdn Pasha in preference to re-
siding on his own pashalik, and who was, at present.
dangerously ill of a pulmonary complaint. He had
been treated by eight doctors, all at variance with
each other in their opinions : and, duing three weeks
previous to my arrival, the metits of bleeding had been
diseussed in consultationsheld beforethe pasha’sfriends,
whilst the patient’s malady was gaining ground. The
casting vote was given to me, and I decided for it. One
of the anti-phlebotomists, however, who performed the
operation, made the orifice too small to give issue to the
required quantity of blood : this was a medium anceps,
which appeased both parties ; the azm was bound up, and
the trial wasnot repeated. I generally visited him twice
aday ; and never surely had I scen the path of death so
smoothed to a dymg man.

Ho was attended by a certain Shaykh Messafid,

L4
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spoken of heretofore as head of an ancient family and
governor of Beled Hartha. Seeing this gentleman
and one Hassan Effendi always with Ali Pasha, I
inquired the reason of their close attendance; and I
was answered—- They are two clever persons who are _
kept near the pasha to amuse him, to pacfy lum
“when his temper 1s ruffled, to give the tone in conver-
sation, and to raise his spirits when depressed by me-
Ianclioly forebodings.” The office of toady in Turkey
at least requires some talent, where an unlucky observa-
t10n may lead to a bastinading : but, when this talent is
exerted in alleviating the sufferings of a sick bed, a
toady ceases to be a despicable person.

His complaint was pulmonary, and his intervals of
ease were few. When I paid my evening visits, an atien-
dant, m waiting in the antechamber, would lead me to
the door of the room where he was sitting, and, draw-
ing aside the red cloth emtam embroidered in gold,
wouldin a low whisper tell me to enter. The salute to a
great personage in the East, on entering hus presence,
is by walling up to him, and kissing the hem of
his garment or his hand, when he makes a sign to
him who enters to sit down. All this was dispensed
with from me, as a foreigner ; but I saw it done by
every one else. VWhen seated, I was asked how I did,
and how her Presence, or her Felicity, the dame, the
emiry ! did, “:l_‘lich civility I acknowledged by a mpoo-

! Emury is feminine, emir masculme.—These were the titles
the pasha always gave her in speaking of her. I thercfore con-

a2
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kmois.? I might then look round the room, and, in
dumb show, by carrying my hand to my mouth and
forehead, recognize those whom I knew. There were
generally present the chief men of the place ; such as
the mufti, the divan effendi, some ulemas, and always
Malem Haym, the Jew serdf, the minister, that won-
derful man who was present everywhere, and directed
everything. The pasha was seated in an arm-chair
(2 very uncommon thing unless in illness) and on each
side of him stood 2 page, one holding a pocket-hand-
kerchief, and the other a small vase to spit in. The
rest of the party were seated on the floor: for who

ceived they were what she was legitimately entitled to in that
country. Her Presence 1s no more an absmd fitle than her
Highness, her Grace, his Excellency, us Worship, and many
other terms and qualities which use has consecrated to rank.

* By mpoorivyos I understand the salutation, in use among the
Romans, of carrying the points of the fingers to the mouth, and
kissing them, which is the customary mode still practised through-
out Turkey froman inferior to g superior. Our word adoration (0s,
oris)1s derived from this gesture, and by no meansimplies prostra-
tion or genuflexion Sir R. K, Porter, in his Travels in Persia,
P 665, I think, makesa mistake, in attributing this mode of sa-
lutation to another cause  His words are—* In front of the
Sovereign appears a manin a short tunic and plain bonunet,

carrymng s right hand to hus mouth, to prevent his breath ex-

haling towards the august personage ” Sir R. seems not to have

been aware that the answer to every question put by a great
man to an inferior 1s accom

panied by this very gesture Facer-
olatr (Tot. Lat. Lex.) defi

nes ados atio by “ precatio, manu ad
0s admot4 et flexo corpore facta.” - iy
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would dare sit on the sofas when the pasha himself
' did not? who, so to say, would presume to sit higher
than the pasha!

Awfpl indeed was the moment of feeling the pulse,
when 1t was necessary to render an account of every
pulsation: and how 1s it possible not to dissimulate
on such occasions? At every favourable turn which
manifested itself, happiness and complacency seemed
to illumine every countenance, and a bystander
would have said, « The pasha will be'well to-morrow.”
When the visit was over, I was generally taken into
another room by Haym, to confer with Abdallah Bey,
the .pasha’s son.! Here I found the young lord,
sitting between two venerable shaykhs, who were
expounding to him the Koran, or commenting on
some abstruse points of faith. When with the bey,
pipes and coffee wero served to me, the latter of which
alone was given me in the pasha’s presence. The
state of his father’s health was then inquired into,
plans for the next day were devised, and so the cure
was conducted.

On one occasion, when ushered into Abdallah Bey’s
room, I observed an unusual degree of gaiety in the
conversation. Inquiring the reason of this from one
sitting by me, I was told that the bey had, in the
course of that day, made a very clever throw with his
gird or javelin, on horseback, and that nothing had

! Afterwards Pasha of Acre, until taken prisoner by Ibrahim
Pasha,

b
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sinco beon talked of but his great skill as a perfeet
cavalier.

Soon after our arrival at Aecre, the weather beeame
fine for a fow days, and it was resolved to yemove
Ali Pasha to a pavilion which ho had built a few
miles from the city. I 1ode over to see him, accom-
pamed by tho kumriikgi or collector of the customs,
Ayth Aga, who was very attentive to me dming my
stay at Acre. There was an oxtensive garden round
tho pavilion ; o thing of easy cieation in Syzia, where.
as was the easo here, copious springs and running
streams wore found. It was from this spot that the
aqueduct, destroyed by the French in their invasion
of Syria, couvoyed water to Acre. But Ah Pasha
received no benefit from his removal, and was soon
conveyed back again.

In relating the caso of tho pasha, I am forgetting
Lady Hester, who was now recady to depart for As-
calon. In compliance with the orders contained in
the firmans of the Sublime Porte, she was honoured
with distmetions usually paid to princes only: In
addition to her own six tents, about twenty moro were
furnished, ome of which was of vast magnitudo, and
under which Her Royal Highness the Princoss of
Wales slept, on her journey to and fiom Jerusalem.
As a part of the alleged misconduct of that princess
was said to have taken place beneath it, and as its

particular shapo exeited some discussion in the House
of Lords, o sketch of it is annexed.
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PRIMCESS OF WALES'S TENT

This tent was double, like the calix and corolla of @
flower inverted, the same post supporting both ; and,
when planted, the distance botween the two at the
bottom was about twelve feet. It was of a green
colour on the outside, studded with yellow flowers
and stars. In the centre of the inner tent was placed
a sofa, behind which, and bisecting the tent, was sus-
pended a curtain made of broad bands of satin of the
most vivid colours. Nothing could be more showy or
more elegant. There were twonty-two akiims or tent-
pitchers to accompany us, headed by one Mohammed,
a person whose activity, as I afterwards heard, made
him conspicuous in the suito of Her Royal Highners
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traordinary seasons, when every sensible person re-
mained in-doors.!

I did not arrive until after sunset, when T found
the encampment, in consequence of the tempest, in
the greatest confusion, which continued to augment as
the night advanced.

The station was at the western gate of Hayfa, on
the outside, being that which we had occupied on our
previous passage. Un ontering the dinner-tent, I ob-
served a stranger, in a long threadbare Spani<h cloak,
whom, by his salutation, I guessed to be a Irench-
man.  He seemed to be neaily sixty years of age, his
hair grizzly and uncombed, and his whole person ap-
parently very dirty. He held under his left arm a
book, which he never seemed to let go or lay down.
We took our dinners in great haste, as the storm in-
creased so much that the lights could not bo kept in,
and it was necessary, in the sailor’s phiase, to make
all snug, and prepare for a busy night. The stranger
Soon went away ; and I then learned that ho was a

! The obstinacy of the English, and of Europeans m general
who visit the East, often leads them mto disagreeable and dan-
gerous situations When endeavours are used to divert them
from any purpose where the difficulties which are represented

are not quite obvious, and can onl

y be forescen by persons used
to the country, they fancy their advisers are playmng with them,

and thus persist in their purpose, until they find themselves

attacked by robbers, carried ay ay by a torrent, or embedded m
snow,
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Frenchman, who had now, for two years, lived in a
shed in the orchards of Hayfa, where the alms of the
inhabitants maintained him. The book he carried
constantly under his arm was a Bible, which he 1cad
incessantly, and, whenever questioned by any one who
knew his failings, he would interpret texts from it as
applicable to the existing state of the world. But
Buonaparte was the chief subject of his prophecies.

No sooner had Lady Hester made her appearance
at Acre, and the town-talk of Hayfa had informed
hin of the preparations that were making for her
escort, than, ignorant of her real destination to As-
calon, he fancied, like many others, that she could
be gomng nowhere else than to perform the pilgrimage
to Jerusalem. He accordingly searched out a2 number
of texts wherein he pretended that her coming was
announced, and was prepared to greet her with them
on her passage through Hayfa. Her ladyship had
admitted him just before my arrival, and had tieated
him with that kindness which the unfortunate ever
obtained from her. His history has already been re-
lated m a recent publication.!

The storm continued, and the wind was so powerful
that it blew up the tents like so many umbiellas.
Méalem Musa’s, which was twelve or fourteen feet in
diameter, was thrown down on hum, and he lay buried
under it for some minutes, roaring for assistance, until

! Memorrs of Lady Hester Stanhope, 1st edit , vol. i P-184
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exttieated By the b st dale Heoon, Ve ety
soenrity, ol bedabs o b 108 by tont e At
quitted the Tare o, Teoepite e © el m 180 o e
ecautions whieh wens vod, By fivane oo s e tlor wiale
ward ade of ity and by plasie s b o I the
piekats, whr wan tedes Bl vmoolond, Ansious By
her =i op, Tramsitn §oon foad the whele o thor 1azhe,
ad was eapyeed 1o the fury pfth eonte piding el ate
Ealy in the evenitr, Sienor O m s Lsbone S
m the tawn at the Carmehte m swpry s 1hr-ich
Ara, the Znym, had dose the wame ; and et g0 bl
wae hit, The wealeys beason eadd aot b kept
alizht, snd the aliim, or Gatoyn were nem out by
sa often «etting up the blowg, dotas 2ot
About midnight, Wirls, ano of the nomen, came
in haste to inform me that ther wis 3 Peanl in the
dinner tont, just ardvoltrom Arre: 1 ropedee | i i
immedintely, and T found a younz moan in the act of
putting on a Brid b vaval unibrm eont, 1 salnted
him in Halian, without reflocting that T wes sldneo-
ing him in a languace foreion to his dresy o but T wae
tight.  IHe told ane in the cpne breath that be wes 5
Dalmatian, m the Fnglich <uvice, who held aesme
paied the Princess of Walew jn the capaity of
dragoman from Paloimo o Con~tantinoply, in her
voyage of 1813, and that he was now vome to condurt
Lady Hester and all of us to Bngland. 1 wae mther
surpriced al his embassy 1 more especially when 1
learned from whom he came: but, having given
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orders for providing him a supper, which was no easy
matter m such a storm, I took his despatches, and
carried them to Lady Hester. In the midst of the
hurricane, she immediately read them. .They were
from Bir" Sydney Smith, and were most volu-
minous, relating to matters very different from Lady
Hester's return: but, as they are foreign to this
narrative, I shall not enter into particulars.

Sir Sydney, however; had taken this opportunity
of sending various presents to persons whom he had
known in Syria. These were a pair of pistols to Abu
Ghosh, the chieftam who lived on the mountains
of Judea, in the road to Jerusalem from Jaffa; a
dressing-box for the Emir Beshyr’s wife ; an English
bible to the publie library of Jerusalem (there being no
such institution) ; and a picture of the pope for the
Holy Sepulchre. He likewise displayed his indigna-
tion at cruelty, but not lus prudence, in telling the
Tmir Beshyr, in a letter which he wrote to him, how
much he regretted that the sons of his brother had been
deprived of their eyesight by lus order. The picture
of the pope which he gave was to be m the keepmg of
the Copt, Greek, Syrian, and Catholic bishops ; but,
in so doing, he showed little knowledge of the state of
things at Jorusalem. These different sects have
nothing in common among them but their quarrels.

.The following memorandums of the correspondence
contained in the despatches which passed between
Sir Sydney Smith and Lady Hester Stanhope, by the
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hands of M. Thomaso Coschich, were written down at
tho time, They contain the substance of all the
letters.

Sir Sydney Smith to Lady Hester Stanhope, Latchia.
Viennn, Dee. 8, 1814.
My dear Cousin,

I reccived yours from Latakia. In my way to England
I spoke to Fremantle, whom I saw at Gibraltar, to send you
a fngate; for I am at present no longer in command. My
nephew, Thurlow Smuth, has got the Undaunted (the ship
which carried B. to Elba), and he will contrive, if possible, to

come to you, as I say all I can of the nccessity of guarding
our trade in that quarter.

I send you Don Thomaso Coschich, with despatches, &ec.
I have paid lus passage, and agreed wath lim for one dollar a
day, having left forty dollars unpaid (as be is a man of whose
character I am ignorant in 2 moral point of view), to leave him
sometlung to look to. I shall leave Vienna after the Con-

gress, for Florence and Leghorn, where I hope to mect you
m the month of Apnl

I remam, &e.

A second communication begged to charge Lady
Hester with delivering certain despatches to the Emir
Beshyr. They were, to ask him to send the 1,500
soldiers which had been promised him through Mr.
Fiott, who vouched for the prince’s having said so in
woid and in writing, and to inform him that these
troops were to be employed in attacking the Algerme
pirates. For the puwipose of rallying them, he sent
flags of dafferent descriptions, with plans for encamping.
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His plan (he added) had been submitted to the
emperoys of Austria.and Russia, to the kings of Prussia
and (through Talleyrand) of France ; who all approved
highly of it. He bad also held conferences with the
crowned heads in ball-rooms and assemblies as well as
he conld have done in their closets ; but nobody wonld
advance money.

He went on to say that, finding his debts pretty
large, he bad given up his goods and chattels to his
creditors in England, and bad brought his all to
Vienna on eight wheels: that he was so far reduced
as to be obliged to bega loan from his Syrian friends ;
and he charged Lady Hester with the commission.

He advised Lady Hester not to go to Naples, which
was not orthodox, owing to the presence of a certain
person (fhe Princess of Wales), whose follies she
recollected at Plymouth. He observed that his
nephew bad seen the King of, Rome, who was at
Schoenbrun, wearing a wooden sword, and that he
was a pert lad.

To confirm the feasibility of his scheme, he said he
was in correspondence with the Emperor of Moroceo,
who would second these views, being, par force, just then
no pirate. The dey of Tunis had also been consnlted
on the business; but, as he was since dead, Sir Syduey
reconmended it to Lady Hester to visit the coast of
Barbary, and ses what sort of 2 man his successor

was, The deceased dey was too liberal-minded for
his subjects, and had been poisoned.



136 TRAVELS OF

There was a letter to the Emir Beshyr, which was
in French, ncarly as follows :—

Au tres puissant et grand prince Beshyr. Xhave heard
with much pleasure from certain Enghshmen (Mr. Forbcs,
Mr. Gell, who were never there, and Mr. Fiott, now Dr. Lee,

were the names mentioned), of the continuance of your health
and prospenty. It grieves me to learn that the sons of the
Emir Yusef labour under your displeasure, and that they have
lost their eyesight. (NB It was the Emur himself who had
blinded them). I hope you will not suffer them to want your
protection. Youare answerable to them, and more particularly
to me, for their safety.

The letter then went onin a style which will show

that Sir Sydney’s vamity sometimes made him fall
into hyperbole,

I have dismantled my ships, having no farther occasion for
them, owing to the pacification of Europe. I have written to
the Prince Regent of Portugal, whom I had induced to take
refuge m America, that he may now return to his capital -
and, after having paid a visit to the son of the king of England,
I am come to Vienna to assist at the Congress. MMr, Fiott, an
Enghsh gentleman, has mformed me that you are ready to
furmsh me with fifteen hundred men - I have just now ocea-
sion for them, to subjugate the Barbaresque pirates, who impede
the transmission of corn from Egypt to Chnistendom; so
Captain Ismael, Mahomet Alr's envoy to Malta, has told me.

I send your highness a dressing-box, contaming a few
trifles for your ladies (N.B This dressing-box wasm cbony,
studded 1 steel, furmshed with pins and needles, thread,
&c ); also a black cloak for yourself, or for the officer you
may choose to appont commander of your troops To these
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thingz I have joined a pair of pretols, with an Arabic inscrip-
tion prrtly defaced

Lady Hester disapproved of the whole plan, from
beginniyg to end, and answered Sir Sydney’s letlers ag
follows :=—She 1old him, that to send for iroops from
the Bmu Beshyr was endangering that prince’s life ;
as he wag employing the forco of one provinee against
another, both being parts of the same empire.  Such
a thing could only be done by a divect application to
the sultan, enforemyg the request by saying that, if he
would not lend his aid to stop the phaey of his sub-
jeets, then other measures wounld bo 1esorted to,
Alluding to the flags which he had sent, and which
were no moro than so many German etnfl’ shawls, she
acked him, who was the king of pockct-handkerchiefu?
She snid, the mountainecrs would fight ves y well on their
own dunghill, when they had their mouuntain to refreat
upon 3 but that they would never quit their firesides.

Liady Heeter might have added likewise, that the
Famit had {oo many enemies of hiz own fo dare to
send his troops away; nor conld he, a- he wanteld a
seaport in his own territory. have embaked them
without permission from the pasha of Acre,

Of In r own and Sir Syduey’s letters shecent cupins to
Mr. Livton, Englich ambascdm at Comtantinople ;
and to My, DBarher, Tnglivh consul at Aleppn;
de drine the hitter to stop all Jetts s pascing thimgh

his hands, which e supposed 1o come from Sir Sydney
tn the Fmir Be I,



138 TRAVELS OF

She then wroto to the Emir himself, to <ay, when
her journey to Ascalon was over, she would sce him
on business of importance.

Theio was great indelicacy in Sir Syduey’s eqnduct in
sending such a man, giving out wherever hc went
that he was to take charge of Lady Hester, and con-
duet her back to Europe.

The pernsal of theso papers and the necessary de-
liberation upon them lasted until morning. In the
mean time, Signor Thomaso Coschich (for o the
Dalmatian was called) had made but a poor supper,
and could not conceal his discontent, when the ser-
vants told him no wine was ever served up at
Lady Hester’s table when she was tiavelling with
Turks.

When daylight came, Igathered, by reports already
in cireulation among the people, that Signor Coschich
had arrived at Acre after my departure; that he had
addressed himsolf to Mailem Haym with an exaggerated
story of the importance of his mission, alleging that
he bore despatches declaratory of war between Tmkey
and Rassia, in which England would take a part,
and that he was, therefore, come to convey Lady
Hester to a place of safety ; with many other strange
inventions of a haidy cast: upon which Mélem Haym
had caused the town gates to be opened after the
usual hour, and a treasury messenger had been ordered
to conduet him to Hayfa. The mmprudence of such
conversation mduced Lady Hester to get rid of him
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forthwith. She accordingly ordered a halt at Hayfa;
and, stopping there three days, she wrote answers to
Sir Sydney Smith’s despatches, laying open the whole
transaction to Derwish Mustafa Aga, in order to set
his mind at ease on a subject which must otherwise
have excited a multitude of suspicions. When the
answers were prepared, Signor Coschich was ordered to
depart ; and instructions were given him to ship him-
self for Cyprus as speedily as possible. The courage
of this man on the sea, nevertheless, was wonderful.
He had crossed the Mediterranean, in the most
perilous part of the year, in a boat no bigger than a
nutshell ; so that, on entering Lainarka roads, in
Cyprus, seafaring men would scarcely credit their
eyes. He had quarrelled with his gmdes on the road
from Tripoli, exposing himself more than once to be
assassinated.

Upon examining the different articles which Sir
Sydney Smuth had sent as presents, farther incongrui-
ties were discovered. The pistols were of Persian maké:
this was sending coals to Newcastle ; for, when Turks
ask for pistols from England, it is English pistols
they want. There was an abah made of black satin,
with Sir Sydney’s arms emblazoned on the shoulders
on a white ground He seems to have known as hittle
of the dress of the country as he did of its politics
or rehgion. A satin abah could no more be worn

by a man m Syma, than a pair of chintz breeches
by a man in England.
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To have done with this subject altogether, it may
be as well to say here how it terminated. Lady
Hester, on her return to Mar Elias, sent her secre-
tary to the emir Beshyr, who translated to him as
well Sir Sydney’s letters intended for him as her
ladyship’s answeis, and then gave him the presents.
The emir, as might be supposed, did not hke to be
lectured about his nephews, whom he had barbarously
mutilated. But this was of little note in comparison
with the mischief which a supposed league with Eu-
ropean nations would do him in the eyes of the Porte ;
and, had it not been for Lady Hester’s prudence, he
folt that his head would soon have been no longer on
his shoulders. The presents he received ; but, con-
trary to his usual custom of showing ¢verything that
ho had, which was curious or foreign, to people who
went to seo him, these he never exhibited to a soul.

Lady Hester thought that the ebony dressing-box
would best befit the Shaykh Beshyr’s wife, who was
young and coquettish: but the shaykh, fearful of
being mixed up in such & business, returned it imme-
diately, and never mentioned the giver'’s name.

Sir S. Smith nover passed in Syria for a man of
talent. He spent a good deal of money, and always
carried his point by bakshyshes, or presents. Yet,
with a squadron to back him, he failed in raising him-
self a reputation ; and, as for a politician, he was con-
sidered a miscrable one; 3 for, when he interfered in

Grozziir’s war with the Emir Beshyr, and took that
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prince on board his ship, to save him from the hands
of Gezzir, he knew not that he was lending protection
to 2 man who afterwards showed himself to be one of
the mos} sanguinary tyrants of modern times. Grezzar
Pasha said, “ Here is a man who comes and attempts
to destroy in a day what I have been labouring to
effect for fifteen years,” and he was right ; for, now that
the plan was consolidated, the expediency was manifest,
and the emir and shaykh Beshyr were as completely
under the thumb of the pasha as two servants ; which,
however abject a situation in the abstract, is what, by
the nature of their tenure from the Porte, they were re-
quired to be.
Some persons will blame Lady Hester for disclosing
a private correspondence to the Zaym ; but, when Sir
Sydney had said that he had written to Constantinople
and to the emir, she knew it must soon be blown.
Besides, from the strange rhodomontades of Sigmor
Coschich, it was necessary to tell the truth, or to
incur the suspicion of being an emissary and a spy.~
On the 23rd of March, in the morning, we left

Hayfa. The weather was cloudy, and a misty ram
now and then fell. Tn four hours we arrived at Aatlyt,
but here an accident happened which damped our joy
for the evening. Turkish cavalry are accustomed, on
all occasions of festivity, to show their feats of horse-
manship, one of which is to fire off their carbines at
each other in a full gallop. Just before reaching the
encampment at Aatlyt, a soldier, among others who
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were merrily disposed, galloped wp close to his com-
rade, when, firing his carbine, the wadding lodged in
the shoulders of a handsome youth of fifieen, the son
of the bin baski, or colonel. I was immediately galled to
him, and found an ill-looking wound in the delteid
musele, bit it was suporficial, and there was nothing
serious to be apprehended. I bound up the wound,
and the young man went the following morning to his
mother at Nazareth, whete, as I afterwards heard, he
speedily recovered.!

Lady Hester was lodged in. a cottage, to avoid the
repetition of the inconveniences suffered at Hayfa.
Whilst supper was cooking by Um Risk, a serpent,
unperceived by her, entwined itself round her naked
leg. T had seen other proofs of courage in this
withered old woman, but was astonished most at tlus.
She felt the serpent, and, lacking down. calmly seized
it by the neck, held it sountil she had unwound the
tail, and then killed it.

On the! 24th we departed for Tontura, where we
arrived in \two hours We observed several Arabs
under tents\piisturmg their flocks. Here we oxperi-

1
I here lost glass-stoppered bottle, which I had entrusted
to the hands of sjome one standing near me; and I observed,
on every occasiot where crystal bottles with glass stoppers
once got ;’nto thé; possession of any one i Syra, they were
never fo be recovelred It wag an article not attainuble there

bult by gift, and Possiessed in the eyes of the mhabitants great
value for holding elix 8, essences, &c, .

Y’
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enced” much civility from the shaykh. As our en-
campment, next day, was to be among the ruins’of
Caxsarea, camels laden with rice, bread, fucl, and other
necessaries, were sent forward ; for Cmsarea, a ruined
place, could farnish nothing but water. From Tontura
to Cmsarea proved a distance of two hours’ march.!
Wo reached it on the afternoon of the 25th. As the
night " threatened to be very tempestuous, Lady
Hester's tent was planted under the vault of a ruin,
our horses were stabled in caves, and every preparation
was made to guarantec us from the inclemency of the |
weather. "We experienced, in fact, a storm not less
dreadful than that at Hayfa ; and those who had not
ventured to brave it on the former occasion, now, having
no town to flee to, were much worse off. Our
squadron of horse soldiers lay exposed to the wind and
rain, without any covering but broken walls, and
Signor Catafago was so terrified, that he wished him-
self safe back at his house in Acre. Ruins are very
uncomfortable places to encamp in, under the most
favourable circumstances, owing to the reptiles which
are continually crawling about.?

The 25th continued too rainy to allow of resuming

" 1 Yetst hud required three hours fifteen minutes to do it m,
on a former oceasion.
2]n hot climates, for an encampment no soil appears to me

50 good (and Thad some experience) as a sandy soil, covered
with tufted grass or turf.
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the journey, or even of examimmng the ruins among
which we were encamped. One of the Hawary soldiers
took this favourable moment for being bled, having,
as he told me, neglected to undergo his annual spring
venesection before quitting Acre. Accoidingly, he
seated himself on a stone in the air; and, as is
generally protended to be done by the barbers of the
country when they bleed a person, begged me to let
the blood spout until I saw it change to a good
colour. )

On the 26th, we had fine weather, and struck our
tents. We arrived at Um Khaled. The shaykh
called to mind our passago three years before, and
complimented me on my beard. The peasants were
turned out of their cottages, compelled to remove every
article of furniture, and moxeover to sweep the cotiages
for our reception. I got my breakfast early, and,
accompanied by a courier, proceeded on before to
Mharrem. We passed the sandy tract called Abu
Zabfirrah, which, to a traveller in an unprotected state,
is not a place devoid of danger. A pasha pamed
Ismael was stripped and robbed by the Arabs at this
spot ; and, in Gezzir pasha’s time, a patrole was kept
here. Itwas no shght proof of the good government of
the reigning pasha, that the greatest security pre-
vailed in every part of his pashalik.

At Mharrem, the shaykh immediately pointed out
the sanctuary of the saint as the best placefor lodging
us ; and indeed the building was more respectable than
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those which usually cover the sepulchres of the santons
of Islamism. Lady Hester arrived soon afterwards.
I renewed my acquaintance with such of the peasants
as recollected us in our former journey. We .now
had an opportunity of judging of the moroseness of
men, and of their disposition to inflict pain where they
can, On the former occasion we paid largely for every
thing, but were served reluctantly, and were by
no means well treated: whereas now, when every
article was furnished by requisition, the utmost alacrity
and apparent good-will was demonstrated, although
they received nothing but blows in payment.

It seemed an act of oppression, on first thoughts,
thus to oblige a small village to furmsh nearly 200
persons and their ammals with food and lodging, for
one or more nights ; yet, in reality, it was less so than
it appeared to be. The reason is this. Every village
shaykh has remitted to him so much of the imposts
falling on it, in consideration of the number of per-
sons who may be likely to be guests, from government
orders, or otherwise, during the year; and, in con-
sideration of this, he is bound to receive and enter-
tamn them for the space of three days. In this
way, that noble institution of the menzel or alight-
ing-house’ is maintained throughout Syria, (where I
have often profited by it,) and elsewhete in Turkey,
as' I have been informed : in consequence of which
a traveller, who is a stranger, rides boldly up to the

house of the shaykh, and, in nine cases out of ten,

VOL. 1L H

*
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is entertained for the night, and sent off next morning
with a prayer for his safety, without the cost of a
farthing.

The noxt day we 1eached Jaffa in three hours. One
hour from El Mharrem is the river Awgy. The news of
ow approach had reached Jaffa already, and curiosity
was awake, as I could pereeive, among the inhabitants.
The town-gate was thronged with spectators. This
gate, if I recollect 2ightly, the only one, was hand-~
some, and highly ornamented with a diversity of
coloms fantastically painted in arabesque. The
governor had a small kiosk, or pavilion, near it: and,
seeing me pass from his window, requested my pre-
sence the moment of my arrnval. He received me with
a very distant air, recalling to mind, in all probability,
the rofusal of his present, which refusal he recollected
to have occurred through me in Mr. B.’s name, three
yeais before.

‘When I told him I \\1shetl immediately to have
quarters assigned for us, he gave me one of his archers,
with a command to turn out any family at my plea-
sure  Knowing, however, the delay and distiess that
always attended these measures of force, I preferred
gomg to the Latin monastery, but found it teo small
for all of us. The Greek monastery (whete I had
lodged beforc) was moro spacious, and I here took six
rooms opening on the terrace that overlooks the
port. The English consul's house had been previously
prepaved for Lady Hester, and was at once airy and
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agreeable. She arrived in due time (on her gray
mare), and rode strait to Signor Damiani’s, who re-
ceived her in the same gold-laced cocked hat which
afterwards so much excited the ridicule of her royal
highness the Princess of Wales and of Signor Ber-
gami. .

Jaffa was at this season very dull, as the mlgrims
had already passed to Jerusalem. Their influx and
return from that place, I have already said, are the
chief support of the inhabitants ; for the trade is little
without them.

Much bustle oceurred a day or wwo afterwards, in
consequence of the arrival of a courier from Egypt on
his way to Constantinople, to announce the defeat of
the Wahabys and the imprisonment of Abu Nukta,
their cluef. It was reported that there was among.
these Wahabys a valiant maiden, named Gély, who
performed prodigies of valour.

Mohammed Aga, the governor, was ordered by the
firmon of the pasha to accompany Lady Hester:.to
Ascalon ; a mission he would willingly have avoided,
as it cannot be supposed he liked her lafiyship,
who had before treated him with such contempt: nor
did she now pursue more concihatory measures 3
for never was she known to bend to any man,
neither had Mohammed aught in him to secure her

esteem.
Ho was astute, false, and insinuating. Bought, as
a Mameluke, by the tyrant Gezzir, he had, like those

H2
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who had survived of that number, been clevated to
considerable situations, in which the present pasha
had continued him; but, like them, without 1elations
or domestic connections to chain him to the =oil, he
lived but to enrich himself. Mence lhe was often
guilty of rapine and oppression ; and the energy of his
administration, for which he was somotimes praised,
was nevertheless founded in ecruelty. The thief was
punished with the loss of the offending hand, the
libertine with the seveiest castigations; yet he was
not disposed to set bounds to the indulgence of his
own depraved tastes and propensities. Ie was mar-
ried, nevertheless, to the daughter of that Kengi
Ahmed, whom formerly weo saw as governor of
Jerusalem, which post he still filled. With all this,
Mohammed Aga was reputed a warlike chicftain, and
was thought by some as likely to succeed the present
pasha

Signor Damiani, the English vice-consul, had a
budget full of anecdotes tending to prove how per-
fidious and how base the _goveinor was. I noted
down two; ome as sewm:r to show how much the
simplicity of the Mahometa§ worship had been per-
verted ; such perversions bemr common in the course
of tlme to all institutions H‘*e happened to be greatly
taken with a handsome horse \belonging to a chorister
m on‘e\of the mosques. The clhorister liked his horse,
and would not sell it, which réfusal Mohammed Aga
pretended not to resent, and seekned to have forgotten
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the matter. On the first day of Ramazén, the new
moon was not visible, upon which the chorister deferred
the commencement of his fast until the morrow.
Mohammed Aga wanted nothing more than a pre-
text to ruin him, and this seemed a good one. He
sent for the singer, reproached him loudly for his
relaxed principles and his breach of public and
divine ordinances, inasmuch as the new moon had
been seen by several persons on the prescribed day ;
fined him in a large sum of money; and confiscated .
his goods and possessions, among which, of course,
was the horse,

On another occasion, a man offended him grievously.
He pretended to have forgiven him ; and a fow days
afterwards, as the offending Turk was sitting under a
tree, a servant of the governor's drew his pistol and
shot him. The servant made a pretence of hiding
himself for three or four days, and then resumed bis
situation in his master’s family as if nothing had hap-
pened.

‘We remained at Jaffa until the 30th of the month ;
and, on the last day of March, set off for Ascalon,
our party being now increased by the addition of Mo-
‘hammed Aga, Abu Nabtt, and suite, and by Signor
Damiani, together with a host of cooks, and loads of
shovels, pickaxes, baskets, and whatever was neces-
sary for excavating the soil. The country from Jaffa
assumed a rural appearance, resembling the cultivated
parts of England ; the undulating soil, covered with
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wheat in leaf, barley in ear, and high grass, gave
proofs of its fertility. No part of Syria is so beau-
tiful ; which manifests how erroncous is the argument
of Gibbon, who founds on the supposed barienness of
Palestine, compared with its former population, a
doubt of the authenticity of the bible.

In four hours® time we arrived at Ebna, a village
not less miscrable than those to the north of Jaffa.
Three hours’ farther was a hamlet, E1 Lubben or
Lubden. Leaving this, with the village of Haremy
on our right, we arrived, in one hour and a half, at
Mejdel, a populous burgh,! whose shaykh bore the
name of Sbubashy, which is a Turkish word, indi-
cating a degree higher than simple shaykh. Ascalon
was no more than a league off, and we procceded
thither on the morrow. Arrived at our destination,
our tents were fixed in the mudst of the ruins, whilst
a cottage was fitted up for Lady Hester at the village
of El Jura, just without the walls of Ascalon. Ordors
were immediately sent to the surioundmng villages
to furmsh workmen, in gangs, at the rate of 150 per

. day, for the excavations. But, before I narrate the
proceedings wluch took place, it will be necessary to
say a few words on the listory of this once celebrated
city, and on the revolutions to which it has been sub-
ject 3 now, last of all, to be the scene of operations of

1 *Tywo miles south of Maydil are the ruins of six Roman

baths of mmeral water.” — Mangles and Irby's Travels,
p. 299.
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a singular and surprising nature, if it be considered
that Mahometan governors were to act under the
commands of a helpless Christian woman, in a bar-
barous and fanatic country.
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CHAPTER VII.

History of Ascalon—Ruins—Encampments—Forced labour
of peasants — Excavations — Fragments of Columns— Dis-
covery of a mutilated statue-—Appx:ehcnsxons of Signor
Damiani—Lady Hester orders the statue to be destroyed—
Excavations abandoned -~ Lady Hester’s narrative of the mo-
tives and results of the researches — Auditing accounts—
Mohammed Aga a fatalist—Return to Jaffa—Derwish Mus-
tafa Aga and Lady Hester's black female slave—Paticnts —
Mobammed Bey; lus story—Return of Lady Hester's
servant Ibrahim from England~— Khurby, or the Ruins—
Remams near that spot— Return to Acre— Altercation with
muleteers—Excavations at Sayda—Reflexions on researches
for hidden treasures.

The antiquity of the city of Ascalon is clear from
the sacred writings ; for we read of it in the book of
Joshua,! the book of Kings,® and elsewhere; so that
as early as nineteen hundred years before Christ it
was known as one of the chicf places of Palestine. It
became afterwards a part of the Assyrian, then of the
Persian, monarchy ; and was subdued, together with
all Syria, by Alexander the Great. After his death,
1t fell to the lot of Ptolemy Lagus, king of Egypt ;

C.Xum.v. 3. 2T Kynos o vt
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and by Antiochus the Great it was incorporated with
the empire of Syria. In Strabo! it is said that
¢ Ascalon is a city not spacions, and built in such a
sunk situation as to seem to be in a hole.,” Walliam
of Tyre informs us that it resisted our arms for
fifty years and more, after Jerusalem had fallen;
until, in the year of our Lord 1194, on the 12th of
August, after a bloody siege, it was surrendered to
king Baldwin by its Saracen inhabitants.”

Herod, king of the Jews, respected Ascalon as the
native place of his family ; and, from this circumstance,
and fiom the splendid baths and penstyles which he
built there, he obtained the appellation of Herod the
Ascalonite. William of Tyre informs us that ¢this
city, from the inaptitude of the seacoast, neither has
nor ever had a harbour or safe anchorage for ship-
ping.” Abulfeda, quoting from El Azyz, and speak-
ing from his own knowledge, says: ¢ Ascalon is a
city on the seashore, in which there are vestiges of
antiquity .” and again,—“It adjoins the sea on a
bank; it is one of the most illustrious places of the
plain on the seashore, and has no port.” What was
the fate of the city from this time I have no docu-
ments to show, excepting that it is probable 1t fell
gradually to decay, until the time when it was visited

! Tab 10.

? The above notices of Ascalon are extracted from Nors, de
Ep. Syromac, to whoselearned researches the reader is referred
for more copious wformation,

HS
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by & Arvieux, n Frenchman, who gives us tho follow-
ing account of these ruins in 1659, * We deparied
from Gaza, about cight in the morning. We
kept the shore as far as the ancient city of As-
calon. It is stuated on tho sea, in a country level
and vory fertile, The prodigious thickness of the
walls and towers, which are all fallen, and which
have filled the ditches, show it to have beex formerly
one of tho strongest places in Palestine. It is as
present as ruinous as Omsarca or St. Jean d’Acre.
Theie are only a few spaces of wall still emst-
ing towards tho seca, in which me ecmbedded
(‘endossés ) several columus of granite, or, as the vulgar
faney, cast stone. This city has no port. nor any
houses sufficiently entire to be habitable, so that it is
wholly abandoned............... Wo found nothiug re-
markable in it but an old well half filled up, and con-
structed in the stylo of Joseph's well in the castle at
Cairo: and, towards the middle of the city, seven or
eight pillars of marble still standing upon their
pedestals, which appeared to be the remains of a
temple. We quitted the seashore, in leaving thus
desolated city, and took the road to Rama, over a
most beautiful and highly cultivated country.® I
may add that, so late as thirty years ago, there was

enough of the great mosque standing to afford a
dwelling to a shaykh of Baibary.

The city of Ascalon, as we found it, differcd little
from the account of d'Arvieux, excepting that no
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marble columns, or portions of an edifice, were now
standing; and those which formerly strewed the
ground had, for the most part, been carried away.
Palmyra is an instance how long structures will
remain when left to the slow effects of time and natural
decay. It is to thehand of man that they generally
owe their greatest dismemberment: and, thus Asca-
lon was stripped of all that was useful in it to rebuild
Jaffa and Acre. Its neighbourhood to the seashore
afforded great facilities of conveyance: and blocks
ready cut, columns ready shaped, and slabs of marble
that required but to be laid, would not be spared
when so near at hand. Hence rose the seragho of
Grezziir, the mosque, and the public baths; where
granite, prophyry, and marble, a1e huddled together 1n
rich but bungling confusion. 'When that which lay on
the surface had been carried off, they proceeded to dig,
and their labour was rewarded by the discovery of ma-
terials equally useful, although less easy to come at.
According to a rough caleulation, from the time
required to make the circuit of the walls of Ascalon
on horseback, .its circumference is two miles. The
shape is somewhat triangular, and the side towards
the sea 18 a little longer than the others. The asser-
tion of Strabo, that the eity is built as if in a hole.
and Abulfeda’s account that it stands on a bank, may
be reconciled on an actual view of the spot. For,
when approaching it from the east, hillocks of drifted
sand, accumulated round the walls, have obtained an
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clevation almost equal to them, so that the ground
within the walls is lower than that without. But,
towards the sea, the plain closes abuptly in a preci-
pice of some height; so that, viewed from that
quarter, Ascalon may oven be raid to stand high.
The coast runs nearly noith-cast and south-west.
The wall on the seaside rises almost from the water’s
edge, and is intended to prop the erumblig precipice.
It was probably raised on an emergency ; for it is
composed of rude masonry, where shafts of granite
columns are stuck in, so as to 1epresent at a distance
the cannon of a ship or the artillery of a fortress. At
certain distances on the walls were toweis, which.
by tho parts that still remamn, appear to have been
of good masonry. The walls themselves are five or
six feet thick.!

Ascalon is mentioned by Strabo as famous for its
onions, and it enjoys at this day a reputation for the
same 100t, which is considered by the neighbouring
peasants as a delicious article of food.

Withm the ruins, all was desolation, Fragments
of pillars lay scattered about, and elevations here and

there showed how many more might lie concealed
beneath the surface of the soil.

! How far this Justifies the epithet of ¢ prodigious thickness,”
used by d' Arvieux, 1s for the reader to decide  Indeed, they are
so much covered with sand, that Ishould not wonder if any cur-
sory abserver concp\xved them to be of four times that thickness

AY

\
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Early on the first of April,! Lady Hester, Derwish
Mustafa Aga, and Mohammed Aga, accompanied by
the interpreters and myself, rode over the ruins,
seeking for the indications given in the Italian docu-
ment. The mosque was immediately recognized by
the mafireb, or niche, looking towards which the imam
stands to direct, as fugleman, the kneeling and pro-
strations of Mahometans in prayer. This was still
standimg, bul, in other respects, no more than a stone
or two of the foundations remained above ground.
Although there was little doubt that this was the spot
meant, still it was difficult to know at which side or
end, in a building fifty-five paces long and forty-
three in breadth, to begin. At the north-west corner
of the ruins was a sanfon’s tomb, covered with a
small building. Here dwelt a sha.ykh 2 the only in-
habitant of the place; and, seeing his solitary reign
thus ' molested by horsemen, tents, soldiers, and
corvées of peasants, he very soon became acquainted
with the motive, and readily mixed with the specta-
tors. He was consulted as to what he knew of the
building. He said that formerly a Barbaresque had
visited the shrine, and had lived with him eleven"
months, always lurking about, doing he knew not what:
but that, in conversation, he had assigned to two

1 Looking at the result of Lady Hester's search, some wa,,
may be dxsposed to say—* Certamnly, the fittest day in the year

* Named Ashur, if there be such a name in Arabie; for I
do not recollect the hike to jt. .
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difforont spots hidden treasures, both within the cir-
cuit of tho mosque. It was finally resolved to begin
on the south side.

The tents were then fixed in the following manner.
On the east side, close to the mosque, weie planted
Signor Catafago’s, Milem Musa’s, M. Beaudins and
my own, each as laigo as an English marquec: and,
close to them, a sewdn, or open tent. for meals. The
meals were to be served three times a day, consisting
of two services at moon and sunset, and of a light
breakfast at sunrise. No where in Syria did I fare
better than here. At the south side of the mosque,
on an ominence or mound, was fixed a Jarge tent of
observation, in which Mohammed Aga, when present.
sat. But the tents of Mohammed Aga and the Zaym
were without the city walls, close by the Eastern gate,

"in a sandy bottom. And here, too, were the tents of the
cavalry, the kitchens, the water-carmers, the horses,
&c ; presenting a scene of showy gaiety almost as lively
as a race-course. All the tents were either greon or
blue. and the principal ones were conspicuous for flam-
ings swo1ds, flowers, stars, and other ornaments, worked
upon them. Couriers were commg and gomg every
day from and to Jaffa.

It has been said that to the morth of the ruins
there was a small village, called El Jura, two bun-
dred yards from the walls. Here two cottages were
swept out, matted, and carpeted for Lady Hester
and her female attendants: for to have encamped in



LADY HESTER STANHOPE. 159

¢he midst of the men would, by Mahometans, so far
as related to women, have been thought improper,
and her ladyship now required the strictest decornm of -
behaviour in her women, and on all occasions consonant
to Mahometan usages : so that, not even Mrs. Fry,
her English maid, was suffered to open the door of
the courtyard of the cottage without veiling her face.
Between the village and the ruins was fixed a tent,
and here Lady Hestor sat in the day-time, and
received visits from the agas, the malems, &c. At
two she generally mounted her ass, and rode fo see
the workmen. On these oceasions they would shont,
and renew their digging with fresh activity.

I have mentioned that, for this purpose, the neigh-
bouring peasantry had been putin requimtion. These
poor men were pressed by government, and received
no pay, but they were tieated well; for two meals
were served up fo them in the day-time, and no
severity was used towards them. They generally came
about one hundred a day, many, where they conld,
alloging causes of exemption, and worked until about
an hour before sunset. Signor Catafago, Signor
Damiani, M. Beaudmn, Giorgio, the governor, and my-
self, superintended them, with overseers immediately
among them: and it was no small oxertion to sit or
walk six or eight hours, sometimes in the rain, and
sometimes under a burning sun. The pensants, who
laboured and porspired, suffered less. 1t would seem im-~
possible to an Englishman that they could have worked
hard, when told that these men drank nothing but water.
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The very day of our arrival, a gang was imme-
diately set to work: and I shall now proceed to detail,
day by day, what the excavations brought to light.
As a beginning, nothing mote was done than just to
remove the surface of the giound.

April 2nd.  After digging down three or four feet,
some foundations wero laid open, 1nnning cast and
west. On removing the earth between them nothing
was found but mould and loose stones, with two or
three human bones. Three fragments of marble
shafts of pillars were bared and a Cormthian capital.
There were appeaiances showing that the giound had
been disturbed at some former period, particularly in
the south-east corner, where there was a ditch of a
very recent date, which (it was whispered by the
peasants) had been made by Mohammed Aga himself.
Two small carthen phials, about three inches long,
some fiagments of vases, and a Dbottle of lapis
specularis, or tale, were dug up: shards of pottery
were found here and there, but none of them of fine
workmanship.

On the 3rd day, the excavations were continued
along the south wall. The men worked with great
animation. The idea of discovering immense heaps of
gold seemed to have an effect upon them, although they
could not hope for & share in 1t. On this day there
was a great fall of rain and hail, and the weather was
so tempestuoys as much to impede the labourers. A

pipe and tabo} were therefore brought, to the tune of
which they worked. sune and daneed  (fenoe Farim.
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dations were met with, running east and west, seeming
to have served for the support of rows of pedestals.
About fifteen feet from the centre of the south wall.
were discovered several large fragments of granite
columns, which lay one on another in such a manner
as to render it probable that they were placed there.

On the 4th day the work was continued nearly in
the same direction. At three in the afternoon, the
workmen struck upon a mutilated statue. 1 was im-
mediately called, and felt exultation at the sight of a
relic of antiquity, which I thought mght give
celebrity to our labours. The soil around it being
removed, 1t was drawn up by ropes, without damage.
There were at the same spot some imperfect remains
of the pedestal on which it had stood. The depth of
the mould and rubbish which lay over the statue was
six or eight feet. .

On examination, it proved to be a marble statue of
colossal dimensions and of good execution. It was
headless, and had lost an arm and a leg; but was not
otherwise disfigured 1t seemed to have represented
a deified king:® for the shoulders were ornamented

! ¢ Participa ella del colosso, avanzando molto I'ordinaria
statura d'uvomo; sapendos: per osservanza degh eruditi, che
cosi erano sohtr fars: per i ré e pergh imperadon.”~—Statue
antiche e moderne, No. 15.

It appears that the sculpture on the Gate of the Lions, as
it 13 called, at Mycenm, had & strong resemblance to the

centre ornament of the statue.—Sce Hughes's Travels, v. i.
p. 229.
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with the insignia of the thunderbolt, and the breast

with the Medusa’s head.

There was every reason to

believe that, in the changes of masters which Ascalon
had undergone, the place in which we were now digging
bad originally been a heathen temple, afterwards a
church, and then a mosque. The statuc probably be-
longed to the age of the successors of Alexander, or it
might be that of Herod himself. At the depth where
the statue lay was a marble pavement and also a tym-

panum of a porch of the Co-
rinthian order. To the Kast,
close to the South wall, was
found the trunk of another
statue. As the mould was
cleared away, a modius was
discovered, which probably
had surmounted the head
of one of the two statues.
It was chipped off at the
top, and evidently, at the
bottom, had been forcibly
separated from the head to
which it had belonged: it
was nine and a half inches
long. The statue, from the
acromion to the heel, was
six feet nine inches,

STATUE POUNRD AT ASCALON,
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On the fifih day the outline of the foundations of the
entire building was made out. It was amusing at this
time to find how many wise men, some calling them-
selves astrologers. and some fortune-tellers, started up
on all sides to foretel Lady Hester's success. This
was fortunate : for the workmen had begun fo relax
in their labours, and their overseers sneered at the
business. Mohammed Aga found his own purposes
answered in the number of marble slabs that were
discovered. These he shipped, in a coasting boat, for
Jaffa. On the outside of the West foundation, three
subterrancous places were opened, which at first, it
was thought, would lead to the object we were in
search of. , But they proved to be cisterns or reser-
voirs for rain water, with no appearance of antiquity
about them 3 and, both in the round month upwards,
and in the conduit which led the water into them,
resembled those in use throughout Syria at the present
day.

In the mean time, Signor Catafago and myself were
much amused by the exceeding apprehension of Signor
Damiani, lest he should be poisoned. The governor
generally dined with us: but Damiani would neither
cat vor drink in our tent. He affected an nir of
mystery in every thing, and soberly advised her
Indyship, if she wished to succeed, to sacrifice a cock
of & particular colour, and at a particular hour of

the day, to ensure success. Derwish Mustafs was
too phlegmatic to bo acted npon by any hopes or
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fears. o expected the issue (in appearance at least)
with as much indifference, or, T might #ay with more,
than he did the uncovering of a dish at dinner: for here
his philosophy sometimes forsook him, and he ocea-
sionally showed undue joy. News of Ali Pasha’s
death 1cached us this day; but the Turks did not
mourn outwardly ; yet, where they were not called
upon to do so, there were sometimes touche« of feeling
to bo observed, rare in more formal cxhibitions of
SOITrow.,

This and the following day produccd nothing new.
In riding over to Megdel, to visit Signor Damiani,
who lived in a dirty cottage thero, I observed that the
placo had a market which was well attended.

On the following day, which was the eighth from
the commencement of our labours, the cisterns were
emptied. Digging in the line of the West wall, two
stone troughs of considerable length were discovered
about four feet under the surface, and upon them lay,
cross-wise, four gray granite columns, closely packed
to each other, as if done methodically. This dis-
covery revived the people's hopes ; for it was supposed
that huge masses of granite could not have fallen in
such a position aceidentally, and would not be labo-
riously placed so, unless to conceal something. The
removing was deferred until the morrow, ‘the men
requiring ropes to do it, because hoises are never put
into harness in Syria. Near the North Fast angle
was also found a marble pavement, and by it seemed
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1o have been snother door. Under the pavement ran
a continuation of the same canal which conducted
water to the cisterns.

I had hy this fume made a pen sketch of the statue,
and had represented to Lady Hester that her labours,
if productive of no golden treasures, had biought fo
light one more valuable in the eyes of the lovers of the
fine arts, and that fuotme fravellers would come fo
vigit the ruins of Ascalon, rendered memorable by
the entezprise of a woman, who, thongh digging for
gold, yet rescued the 1emains of antiquity from ob-
livion. 'What was my astonishment, when she
answered ~ * This may be all frue; but it is my
intention to break the statue, and have it thrown into
the sea, preeisely in order that such a report may not
get abioad, and I lose with the Porte all the merit of
my disinterestedness

When I heard what her intentions were, I made
use of every argument 1 my power to dissuade her
from it; tellng her that the apparent vandalism of
such an act ecould never be wiped away in the eyes of
virtnost, and would be the less excusable, as I was
not aware that the Turks had either claimed the
statue or had forbidden its preservation. It was tras,
that, whilst sketching it, the people had expressed
their surmises at what I could find to admuve in a
brokenimage; and I heard some of them conjecture that
it might be a deity of the Franks, asit had been of the
Romans and Greeks. But no idle notions, I insisted,
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ought to have weight on her mind ; and I begged hard
that, if she could nof with decency carry it away, she
would at least leave it for others to look at. She re- -
plied, *Malicious people may say I came to search
for antiquities for my country, and not for t1casures
for the Porte: so, go this instant; take with you
half a dozen stout fellows, and break it in a thousand
pieces I”  Her resolution was not a thing of the mo-
ment: she had reflected on it two days ; and knowing
her unalterable determination on such occasions, I
went and did as she desired. VWhen Mohammed
Aga saw what had been done, he could not conceal his
vexation : for 1t is probable that Lady Hester had read
what was passing in his mind, and had thus prevented
many an isinuation agmnst her. Indeed, reports
were afterwards cireulated that the chest of the statue
was found full of gold—half of which was given to the
pasha, and the other half kept by Lady Hester. In
England, where her motives were unknown, people
naturally have decried her conduct, although it 1s plain
that her strict mtegrity ought to prove her justification.
On the 9th, when the gramte pillars were 1emoved,
a work of no trifling magnitude, considering the means
by which it was effected,! the troughs were found

! The labours of Mr Belzoni, in Temoving and embarking
the head of Memnon m a barge, entirely set at naught all
boasting of what was done at Ascalon  Columns of gramte,
indeed, are much heavier than Memnon’s head; but they are

T ~"~=pd may be made to roll easily 1n any direction.
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firming the bellef already grown up, that she was a
person of some consideration, even in the eyes of the
Sublime Porte. ‘

I am enabled to subjoin Lady Hester’s own account
of these excavations, which she sent to Lord Bathurst,
then Secretary of State.

Lady Hester Stankope to the Right Hon. the Earl
Bathurst, §c.
My Lord,

A curious document, once in the hands of the church, fell
by accident mto mme It was an ndication to considerable
treasures mn Syria. Having made this known to the Porte, a
confidential person belonging to the sultan’s houschold was
sent from Constantinople to mnvestigate the busmess I pro-
ceeded with luim to Ascalon but the mosque, i which
the treasure was smd to be hidden, was no longer standing,
One wall only remamed of 8 magnificent structure, which had
been mosque, church, and temple at different periods After
having t1aced out the South West and North foundation walls,
and after digging for several days within them, we came to the
under-ground fabric we were looking for* but, alas' it had
been rfled It was,as nearly as one could calculate, capable
of contamng three millions of pieces of gold—the sum men-
tioned m the document Whlst excavating this once mag-
_ mficent building—for such 1t must have been by the number
" of fine columns and fine pavements we discovered under ground
~—we found a superb colossal statue without a head, which
belonged to the heathens It was eighteen feet below the
surface Knowing how much 1t would be prized by Enghsh
travellers, I ordered 1t to be broken into a thousand pieces,
that malicrous people mght not say I came to look for statues
for my countrymen and not for treasures for the Porte.

1
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This busmess has taken up a good deal of my time for
these three months past X have had a thousand honours paid
me, which 1t 15 not worth while to enter upon. The authen-
ticity of the paper I do not doubt; but, as many centuries
have elapsed smce the Christians Ind treasure there, 1t 15 not
very surprisng that it should have been removed Had 1t
escaped observation, i the same way the statue did the eyes of
the Turks, when this spot was converted mto a mosque, it
would have been a fine thing for the Turkish government.

I have the honour, &ec.
H. L. STANBOPE

During these fourteen days many circumstances
took place which were not mentioned, in order that no
inteiruption should take place in the narrative. Ii
happened that the time of auditing the accounts of
the distaict over which Mohammed Aga was governor
occurred during this period ; and the katibs, or under-
secretartes, of the pasha were sent for that purpose.
They and the katib of Mohammed Aga were for two
days closely at work. When they had concluded,
and all was found right, the two secietaries were dis-
missed, with a present fiom Mohammed Aga, between
them, of 700 piasters, and their servants with 100, It
is certainly matter of Surprise with how fow books they
manage very extensive concerns; such as must be
those of the civil and military command of a district
vested in the same person; and it 1s equally a cause
of astomshment to an Englishman to hear gentlemen

put the question one to auother, at the close of a
VOL. 111, , 1

b 1
.
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pecuniary arrangement, of ¢ Well. how mueh did the
governor give you, and what did your servants get v

On the 12th, Signor Catafago left us, upon pretext
of business at Damascus.

It was said, in a former page. that Mohammed
Aga vwas a fatalist : a conversation, which took place
m the presenco of Malem Mdsa, the diagoman, and
myself, will prove it. T had atfended professionally
on him and one or two of his people ; and I obsers ed
1o him, *One of your Eacellency’s scivants has the
iteh ; it would be well if yvou kept him at a distance
fiom your person.” * Oh. my gond sir,” he 1eplied.
“J take no precautions against this sort of thing; 1t
were a matter of indifference to me if ¥ even wore the
shirt just pulled off his back. Who cieated that
disorder, if you please 2—was it not God ¢ and, ifso, it
is of very httle consequence what precautions I take;
for, if God intends me to have it. &e., &e.” At this
time, thete were 5o many of his people infected with it,
that I avoided feeling any one's pulse until I had
fivst closely inspected his fingers. .

The race of peasants m the villages near Ascalon
is ugly, with skins of a dirty biown. X saw not one
pretty nor even one engaging woman ; a rale occur-
rence 1 those parts, wheie the human form bhas
gencially some one feature to boast of, and where all
the females strove to be pleasing in their manner of
speaking. '

Lady Hester lodged m a cottag'l; in a village two
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or three hundred yards from the rumns. To get to it
there was a path, of course little tiodden until our
coming : to return home from it after dark was always
at the hazard of broken shins.

There being nothing farther to detain us at
Ascalon, on the 15th we returned to Jaffa. An un-
lucky accident happened through the negligence of
Mbfrak, who, being cdffegi, or coffee-server, laid a
complant aganst a peasant for stealing a silver coffee-
cup stand, or zerf, which was missing. The peasant was
bastinadoed at Mejdel ; when, on our arrival at Ebna,
the cup was found. I made Lady Hester acquainted
with the chicumstance, and reprimanded Mbirak
soverely. A. sum of money was sent to the poor
peasant to recompense him for the injustice that had
been done bim ; but the soles of Ius feet were not to
be healed by money. Oh! ye men in authonty, be
fiot, too hasty m awarding stripes !

T bought a fow coms at Mejdel, but of no value:
none were found dwing the excavations. Silver or
gold coms of Ascalon are so rare that it is said one of
either of these two metals would be worth from ten to
fifteen gumeas.

When we returned to Jaffa, Lady Hester wished to
enjoy a hittle quiet ; and a cottage belonging to Signor
Damiam, and situate m 2 garden half a league from
the town, was made comfortable for her as far as
time and 1ts ruinous condition would allow. I lodged
as before in the monastery.

12
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One thing had troubled Lady Hester very much
during the whole joirney, which may be mentioned
as showing the system, puisued universally through-
out the Turkish emphie, of making it impossible for
Cluistians, however favouied, to enjoy tranquilly the
concession of any right or immunity oidinanly be-
longmg to Mahometans only. One of these was to
have black slaves, wham Christians are not allowed
to buy, but which Lady Hester had been privileged
to do. Derwish Mustafa Aga had not been many
days acquainted with Lady Hester, when he heard of
her possessing a black slave, and ler ladyship told
Inm how much pains she had bestowed in having her
instructed in the principles of her religion; adding.
that he might question her, if he would, to see if she
had profited by the lessons she had 1eceived. The
Zaym did so, and cxpressed himself so satisfied with
her progress, that he thought it a pity (he said) she
should be left among Christian servants, who would
contaminate her mind and expose her to the tempta-
tion of wine, &e. The fact was, that the old man
found her young and beautiful, though black, and,
according to the usages of his country, would have
very willingly made her lus concubine. Ile, there-
fore, often renewed the subject : and, half joking half
serously, would say to Lady Hester that she was
aware that the first duty of a Mussulman was to get
a tiue behever out of the hands of infidels; and that.
when the business was over, he should require her at
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her hands. Then he would say, ‘ Tell me her price,
that you may not be a loser by her ; and would con-
tinually be making many similar speeches. Lady
Hester used to remark upon this subject: ¢ This
man puts me in an awkward predicament :~—what
can I do? He will make me give her to him at last,
for, when he says that he will buy her of me, that
means nothing ; I can’t take money of him. To give
her to a man like Mily Ismael, who has wives and
a harym, might be harmless ; but to this man, who
I know will make use of her for his own purposes on
the road, it 1s a disgrace, and I cannot do 1t.” Nor
did she; but it will be seen how, to the last, he tena-
ciously persisted in demanding her; and, in her
stead, obtained one of less beauty and value indeed,
but still recommendable for both.

Among the merchants of Jaffa, I had a few patients,
and in visiting their houses I saw somewhat of the
domestic society of the place. One of these was a
blind Turk, whose conversation I found very interest-
mg. He had been converted to Islamism from
Christiamity, and passed for a learned man. Not
thinking that his apostacy from the religion of Christ
ought to make me decline his visits, we often saw
each other; although some people in England, for
whom I have a great respect, and to whom I men-
tioned the subject, were of opinion that I ought to
have done so.

One day, whilst I was sitting in my room at the
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convent, Malem Mfisa and M. Beaudin being with
me, a young man, about twenty-two years old, cn-
tered, and, giving me the salutation, used between
friends when they meet, of a kiss on each cheek, set
himself down 1 the highest place, with the air of a
man who knew that he had a right toit. e was
handsome and of a pleasmg countenance. It is cus-
tomary in the Tast not to ask the busmess of a person
who presents humself as a stranger, until he has been
welcomed by some refreshment. Conformable to this
usage, I bade the servant bring coffee and pipes, and
stared with some degree of inquisitiveness, trying to
guess, in my own mind, who he could be. Malem
Mfisa, I have said, was a man acquainted with the
world, and he saw at once that the stranger was un-
fortunate: thinking, therefore, to relieve the young
man’s chagrin, he began a long story on the fickle-
ness of fortune  The youth, encouraged by his appa-
rent sympathy, by degrees took courage and told his
tale. He said his name was Mohammed Bey, son of
Daher Tabtl, and nephew of a pasha; that he had
been motsellem of Killes, near Aleppo, but had
been diiven from his home by the persecution of
Gelal-ed-Dyn, pasha of Aleppo. The account he
gave us of ns misfortunes was as follows.

This Gelal-ed-dyn had been sent on a mission from
the Porte, commssioned to pumsh the 1ebels at
Aleppo. He passed the mght, on his way thither,
at Killes, and was maguificently entertained by Mo-
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hammed Bey, whom in return he honoured with great
apparent civility ; and professed so much satisfaction
with his treatment that he invited the bey to accom-
pany him on lus expedition. The bey went. Durmg
the whole of the siege of Geser Shogr, which pre-
ceded the attack on Aleppo, he manifested an unusnal
Liking to him. Topal Ali and Sayd Aga having fled
from Geser Shogr, Gelal-ed-dyn marched for Aleppo,
where by artifice he succceded in prevailing on the
chiefs of the rebels to trust their persons within his
camp, and then massacred them. The bey told us he
was witness to the massacie, and that he stood by,
his knees trembling and his teeth chattering, in an
mdescribable way, whilst the pasha’s only remark
was© *“Well, now it’s over, what do you think of all
this ¥ )

In the cvening of the same day, the kekhyah sent
for hum, and he immediately repaired to his tent. ¢ I
want,” said the kekhyah, ¢ thirty-three purses of you.»
The youth was astounded, and cried * where am Ito
find such a sum?”—¢ You best know,” rephed the
kekhyah; and he wasled fiom the tent to prison,
where he was chamned. Here he found himself m
company with several others in a smmilar situation.
The prison doors weie opened in the night, and, soon
after, two or threo reports of guns gave the signal of
the death of more vietims of the pasha’s sangumary
cruclty. This uncomfoitable scene was 1cnewed for
several nights. At last the beys turn came. Ile
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was conducted by some Albanian soldiers into a room.
where he was again told he must find the sum of
money demanded of him. Upon declaring it to be
impossible, he was put to the torture by means of a
rope, twisted tight round his lead, and pressing on
two phalangeal bones placed on his temples. Over-
come by extreme pain, he promised to do all they
asked, though he knew not how. He returred again
to prison, and time was given nim to raise among his
friends what he could. Half the sum required was
finally paid, and he was set at liberty.

He fled from Aleppo to Antioch, from Antioch to
Hamah; thence to Damascus, Acre, and Jaffa.
« Here, ggntlemen,” he continued, “I am come to
throw myself at The feet of the Enghsh lady, and
ask succour at her hand” He then exhibited his
sherwals, (brogues) and the other parts of his dress
torn and dirty, as proofs of his situation. He said
that Milly Ismael had given him 200 piasters ; Bekyr
Aga of Antioch 500; and that Kengy Ahmed Aga
had, sinee his ariival at Jaffa, taken care that he
should not want for a meal

By this little history, it will be seen that the pride,
which forbids an Enghshman well-born to demand
charity, however great lus distress, is unknown to the
Turks ; but what we wondered at was that he counld
submit to beg from a Chrstiah. Lady Hester gave
lum ten guineas, which sum enabled lum to embak
for Xgypt, where he hoped, at the court of Mohammed
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Ali Pasha, to find some honourable employment.
Thioughout his story there was occasionally an ap-
pearance of falsehood. DBut, whether true or false, it
serves as a picture of the measures of arbihary govern-
ments ; since no man who wishes to be believed in-
vents occurrences that have not a similitude to truth,
and to the usages of the people of whom he is speaking.

Lady Hester was much surprised one day to find
that 2 man, who had sent in to say he wished to be
admitted to her presence, should pove to be that
same Ibrahim who went from Egypt to England with
two horsesas a present fiom her to ILR.IL, the Dnke
of Yorke. Ife bad saved a considerable sum of money
whilst theie, arising from the genciosity of the
Duke and of several other distinguished persons.
This money he had converted into eutlery previous to
hisreturn to BEgypt ; but, aniving at Malta when the
plague was raging, he got into difficulties, was de-
tained a long time in Siely, wheie he lost his mer-
chandize, and was redueed, by the time he reached
Jaffa, to o penniless state.  1Ye 1clated many amusing
stories of what he had seen in England, by which it
appeared that he had been much earesced by the grear ;
but his astonishment at the novel and wonderful sight
which a metropolis Jike London would be supposed to
excite 1 the eyes of an untutored Mahometan did
not appear fo have been remarkable. Pwo things,
however, had struck him as scarcely ecredible; he
never saw a flea, and very few peaple told lies,

15
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Whilst Lady Hester sojourncd in the gardens of
Jaffa, Milem Musa could not 1esist the temptation of
performing the pilgrimage to Jerusalem, now that his
vicinity to that place afforded him the opportunity.
We do not in Euiope feel the same ardour with those
in the Levant to pay this mentorious debt. I believe
that MAlem Musa would have wept hike a child, could
he not have gone. As my servant, Giovanni, had
never been there, he was allowed to accompany him.

There was another place mentioned in the MS.
given to Lady Hester, where a second great treasure
vwas said to be concealed, viz. mn the ruins of Awgy,
and 1t was resolved that I should go alone, and
examime:it. Upon the edge of a river, still known
by the hame of Awgy, and at the distance of an hour
and a half from Jaffa, bearing noith-east and by
east, once stood this city. Its site is called El
Khwby or T%e Ruins, and, when I visited it, a
peasant was ploughing over it. Loose stones, thickly
scattered on the smface, marked the spot: an indica-
tion the moie certam, as the suirounding country was
of a fine mould, and stoneless To the right of the
rum was a hillock called Tel Abu Zytlin. The river
Awgy empties itself into the sea three miles north of

Jaffa  Its source is about a mile and a half from the
foot of the mountains in ten o1 a dozen springs : these,
uniting, form at oncea river fiom twenty-five to thirty
feet broad. It 1s augmented on the left side by the
uver Messalelah, (which 1s much swollen m the 1amny
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season), and perhaps on the right bank by othei
streams, There was a village just above the Messa-~
lelah on the right bank, called Shaykh Gemds. Over
the Awgy, distant one hour from Jaffa, were the re-
mains of a long bridge with the centre arch broken
down, which arch seemed to have been built subse-
quent to the two ends. At the extremity of”the
bridge were several ruined buildings that appeared
erther to have been water-mills, or portions of a castle,
they being surrounded by a moat Close by was a
hamlet of wretched cottages Ascending the stieam,
three quarters of an hour higher up, was the village of
Mlebbes ; and three quarters of an hour farther,
Kalit Ras el ayn, (or the Fountain Head Castle) close
to the sources of the river. The castle was in tolerable
preservation, and woithy of being visited . it appeared
to be of Saracen constiuction, from having a mosque
in the centre. 1t was of a square form, with a tower at
each angle, and had two rows of long narrow apertures
for bow-shots and musketry: 1t was now used for
folding cattle. The mosque was so full of fleas, that
above a hundied leaped upon me the first step I set

it I was consequently unable tolook for mseriptions,

commemorative of its date The country, hereabouts,

1s of a red so1l, and very 1ich Near the Awgy, I saw

abundance of colocynth plants, and of what T thought
to be stramomum The Messalelah had also the runs

of a bridge, making a line from the brdge of the

Awgy to Jaffa. There were many proofs that this
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district was once highly populous ; but, with respeet to
Lady Hester’s particular object, no one indication was
left, and I ventured to assure her that her attempts
at a search on these ruins would necessarily be
fruitless.

Under these circumstances, she had nothing to do
but to return to Acre. DBefore quitting Jaffa, the
governor attempted to effect a reconcihation w ith her;
but she always treated s advances with neglect.
How justly Lady Hester appreciated this man’s charac-
ter will be seen from what took place shortly after.

Sulymén Pasha and Mohammed Aga Abu Nabid
had been bred up together, and, no sooner was Suly-
min 1a18ed to the pashahk of Acie, than he advanced
Ius friend by degrees to power, until he made him
governor of Jaffa, a post of considerable umportance,
and which at some former period had been designated
as a separate pashahk, although latterly meiged 1n
that of Acre and Sayda. Sulywén Pasha was
desirous that Abu Nabiid should attam yet greater
honours, and it was thought by many, now that Ali
Pasha was no more, that he looked to him as his
successor. Accordingly, .as a preparatory step, he
wiote to the Porte to ask for lum the digmty of Two
Tails. At tlis very time Abu NabGd had secretly
wutten to the Ghand Vizir, and, after pointing out
the meapacity of Sulymén Pasha on account of his
advanced age and bad health, had offered to 1aise a

much more considerable revenue than Sulimfn Pasha
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now remitted, if he were made pasha in his place.
The Porte had known from many years’ experience
the ‘fidelity of the old pasha, and, feeling satisfied
that a person so treacherous towards his benefactor
was hittle to be relied on, enclosed Abu Nabtd’s com-
mumeation under cover to lum, with the simple ob-
servation of—*¢ This is the man for whom you ask
the title of pasha of two tails.”

Sulyman Pasha, enraged at such duplicity, de-
spatched Abdallah Bey with a body of tioops to
Jaffa. Abu Nabdd happened just then to be absent
on a circmt, and the news soon reached him that he
was shut out from the eity. Suspecting, probably,
that his machinations were discovered, he had the
sagacity not to trust himself to require an explanation
or attempt to recover the place, and fled to Egypt.
It was surmused that this traitor was the fitst who
suggested to Mahomet Ali the feasibility of con-
quering Syria, afterwards effected thiough the in-
trigues of the Emir Beshyr, a greater Machiavelian
than either

It may be supposed that Lady Hester felt some
disappomntment in the unsuccessful results of her re-
searches, which tended to vex her. The tone of one
of her letters, wiitten whilst hete, sufficiently indicates
a feeling of fallen greatness, and a sense of her loneh-

ness, winch fresh schemes from time to time made her
forget.
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Lady Hester Stanhope to .
Jaffa, Apnl 25th, 1815,

My dear
You must not think that I am ungrateful, or that the in-
terest I felt m your concerns is in the least dimimshed,
although I am less anwious about you, knowing you to be
in the midst of fnenfls who love you. Ireceived your kind
letter written at different periods, just as I was about to
leave Mount Liebanon for Balbeck. I returned to my con-
vent the end of January, having made a long tour Upon
the very might of my arrival theie, the great person men-
tioned 1n the enclosed paper pmd me a visit, mdeed took up
his abode i my comfortable mansion for some time Then
T proceeded to Acre, to pay my respects to the pasha, and my
guest from the Porte accompamed me to Ascalon Therefore
you see that from last October I have never had a quict mo-
ment I could call my own; and besides, occasions either by
sea or land are scarce and unsafe m the winter season, and,
intendmg to send a person to England when all my busmess
was over, I have deferred answerng most of my letters to
profit by this conveyance

I have at last decided upon sending for James to take
me away from this country; for I know so hittle of the state
of the Continent, and feel m my own mind so doubtful of its
remaimng quiet, or,1f 1t does, that I shall likeit as formerly, that,
before I break up a comfortable establishment to form anotherat
random, I wish to have the opmion of one who knows my
taste, and whom I can depend upon.

If Lord Mulgrave ever mentions me, pray remember me
kindly to hum for I really believe he had a friendship for
Mr Titt, though artful Canming formerly used to take great
pamns to make me believe 1t was all affected, but, smce he has
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turned out himself a perfect political chameleon, one may be
permitted to mistrust afew of his opinions. How unhappy 1t
makes me fo hear that the dear duke of - is over head and
ears m debt. With such a fine family just coming into the
world, 1t must hurt him very much, not to be in a situation to
give them all those advantages which they are born to.

The Pasha of Acre and all the leading people in this
country continue to be vastly kind to me, even more so than
before, if possible; and I am upon thewholeas comfortable as s
hermit can be.

Believe me,
Yours sincerely and affectionately,
H.L. 8.

On or about the Ist of May, we reached Acre,
having, on our route back, enjoyed very fine weather.
The same honours were paid Lady Hester on her re-
turn as when going.

The night we arrived at Um Khaled I had well
mgh embroiled myself with Derwish Mustafa Aga in
the following manner A servant happening to be
very umpertinent, I had recourse to the usual 1emedy
for this i Tuikey, which was laying my stick about
his shoulders. The man was one Ayd, a muleteer,
who, it will be recollected, was dismissed from Lady
Hester’s service on a former occasion, and who had
been afterwards taken back for the purpose of this
journey. Upon being beaten, he flew to the tent of
the Zaym, claiming protection. I desired the Zaym’s
servants to send him out, which they refused to do,
saying that no gafir (or infidel) should touch those
whom Moslems protected. The Zaym tock the part
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of his servants, and kept Ayd in his tent the whole
evening ; which assumption of so extraordmary a nght
led to a warm discussion between him and Lady
Hester, who took my side in the dispute.

From Acre, Milem Musa was allowed to depart for
Hamah, with a i)rgsent from Lady Hester of ]090
piasters. His way home was through the distl;xct
of Suffad to Damascus. Hadj Mohammed, the Akim
Bashi, was handsomely rewaided for his extreme care
and attention with 300 piasters. The captam of the
Hawirys and the officers divided about 1000 more
among them.

When the time came to quit Acie, I was curious to
observe whether the subtraction of the numerous suite
and the loss of tents, palanquins, and other emblems
of greatness, would affect Lady Hester’s looks or
spirits. But neither was there to be observed morti-
fication mor melancholy, and she rode out of the city
gates with as much seremty as any human counte-
nance could put on  Being now reduced to eight or
ten persons, we encamped in a field close by the
Nakiua; and, on the following morning, resumed our
march for Tyre. Fiom Tyre we departed the next
day for Abra. Wishing to arnive somewhat eaily at
Abia, I rode on alone, and overtook the baggage
mules, stopping at a place short of that whete our
people had been desired to unload, and I commanded
them fo go onwards. Some expiessions, which escaped
one of the muleteers, of the great hardship of loading
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and unloading so frequently, led me to think that they
would stop here if I left them. I theiefore desired
them to proceed before me, when one of them refused,
and, letting Ius cords shp, threw down his load.
Upon this, wishing to punish him in a way not un-
common there, I diew a sort of small yatagan from
my gitdle, and in stooping from my horse, to cut the
breast-band of the mule’s harness, so that his saddle
might for the time become useless, and he be left alone
on the road until a saddler should repawr it, I drew
the knife with such force, that it came home, and ran
into my own horse’s neck to a great depth just under
the vertobrae. by the mane. The horse shook his ears—
the other muleteers were frightened—and 9t last went
on. Farther on I halted them, and, leaving them
there, 10de on to Abra. The wound of my horse bled
freely, but he showed no symptoms of weakness. it
was, however, some weeks before it healed entirely.
Lady Hester arrived on the following day. When
she was refreshed from the fatigue of so long a journey,
the Zaym proceeded, under her direction, to excavate
near the river Ewely, close to Sayda. Two hundred
yards above the present modern bridge are the
remamns of an ancient one, which, as hid from the view
of travellers, who pass the usual 10ad, 1s never men-
tioned by them. Hereabouts, the manuseript signified
that there were treasures, and here,.by corzées of
peasants, the diggmmg was renewed, but with much
less alacrity than at Ascalon; and with no better suc-
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cess. After a few days it was therefore abandoned ;
and, Lady Hester having wntten the despatches which
occupied her a short time, and having presented the
Zaym with a black slave and a Cashmere shawl,
which, added to the presents, he had 1eccived at Jaffa
and at Acre, made up something considerable, he
departed with his suite for Constantinople.

Thus ended this very extiaordinary affair, which.
however, I should not have ventured to mtroduce into
my narnative at such length, or accompanied with <o
many comments, had I not thought that 1t related
closely to a subject always tieated much too lightly
by travellers. There is every reason to suppose that
hidden trefsures in plate, coing, or jewels, are fre-
quently found under old buildings, in gaidens, and in
the open country. But, whether they are or are not,
this is certam, that no European traveller in Turkey
is scen wandering among ancicnt ruins, without being
suspected by the natives to be in search of such de-
posits ; for 1t is imagined that he bems with him pri-
vate marks or indications written at the time of con-
cealment, and which have been since handed down
from genelation to geneiation as family papers, until
a fit moment presented itself for going in scarch of
them. It is therefore necessary he should be apprised
that, although he muy one day be angry and another
laugh at this unjust suspicion of the motives of his
researches, still he will never alter their behef; and a
tiue relation of the manner m which the Tuks of all
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ranks lent a willing hand to such researches in our
case puts this past doubt. In a word, 1tis the part of
a prudent traveller to take this notion into account
all his dealirgs with the natives, that he may under-
stand much of thewr conduct, which will otherwise bo
seemingly mysterious.

Lady Hester, in providing for the expenses which
the Ascalon affaur brought on her, had, as we have
seen, recomse to Mr. Barker for a loan of money.
As she had throughout proposed to herself no advan-
tage but the celebrity which 1t would bring on her own
and, as she thought, the English name, and had acted
with the cogifizance of our mimster at Constantinople,
she fancied that she had a claim on the Enghsh
government for her expenses: she accordingly sent to
our Ambassador at Constantinople a suceinct account |
of her proceedings, and, 1 showing that all which
had been done was for the credit of her country, she
asserted her 11ght to be rexmbursed.

She, however, was unsuccessful 1 her application,
and the expenses weighed heavily on her means.
Yet lutheito she never had been 1 debt, and by great
care and economy contrived still to keep out of it.
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* CHAPTER VIII.

Visit of the Author to the Maromte convent 1 the village
of Joon—Abyssiman man and woman—Black horses—Lady
Hester fixes herself at Meshmtishy — Soltary wigwam—The
Author wishes to return to England—He sets out for Egypt
~—Destruction of Tyre, not so complete as travellers repre-
sent—A. self-taught hthotomist and oculist—Seaweeds used
for dyeing—Embarkation for Egypt m a vessel laden with
wood—Impalement—Passengers on board— Cyprus—DRevolt
in Gebel Nablis—TFrequency of msurrections there—Arrival
at Rosetta—Smoking during Ramazin—The Author 1s Jomed
by Burckhardt, or shaykh Tbrahim—Afutiny of troops at Cairo
~—Departure by land for Alexandma—Iake Edko—Stay m
Alexandna—Coastmg voyage to Damietta—Burckhardt not
considered as 2 Tuik—Foreigners betrayed by themr speech.

The supernuniera,ry servants were again dismissed,
and Lady Hester resumed the retired mode of hife
which she had adopted in the spring of last year.
There was no plague, consequently nothing to inter-
rupt those pursnits which are most mteresting to a
traveller. Professionally, I was about this tume

chuefly called upon to vacemate the children of the
neighbouring villages.
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Tt was about this period that I rode over, one day,
to pay a visit to the patriarch of Antioch at the
monastery of Dayr Mkallas, near the village of Joon.
I had retired to 1est in one of the cells, when I was
wakened, in the middle of the night, by the nowse of
horses fighting. I called my servant Receiving no
answer, I descended into the stableyard myself, when
I was somewhat startled by secing a black man
separating the hoises. He told me m bad Arabic
that he was an inmate of the monastery, and, when I
had seen lum tie them up, I returned to my chamber.

In the morning my first inquiry was to know who
this man of colour could be. The superior of the
monastery told me he was an Abyssinian, who, to-
gether with his sister, had, when on their pilgrimage
to Jerusalem, been shipwrecked at Suez, and with
difficulty escaped with their lives. Having found
their way to the tomb of Jesus, they were, by the
charity of a few countrymen, enabled to reach Dayr
Mkallas, in which they sought an asylum, until, as
they said, they could recerve aid from Abyssinia.

With this story I i1eturned to Mar Elias; and
Lady Hester, on hearing it. asked me to bring them
over that she might see them. On the followmng day
I again rode over to Dayr Mkallas, and went to the
cell in which the woman lived She was of a dark
colour, approaching to black, with regular features,
Lively intelligent eyes, and white teeth. I told her.
through her brother, what the object of my visit was;
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and she consented to accompany me the nest day. 1
visited her again in the afternoon, and the interest I
scemed to take in their welfue induced them to be
open in their conveisation with me. They gave me
to understand that in their own countiy they were
people of 1ank,! and that their shipwreck had de-
prived them of much property in money and slaves,
of which latter they pretended to have had several.

When the moining came, Maiiam (that was the
name sbe chose to go by, although it afterwards
proved not to be her 1cal one)? was pu.t upon an ass;
and, with her brother Ehas by her side, accompanied
me to Mar Ehas. Lady Hester reccived them with
much kindness, and with her accustomed humanity
told them they should no longer be dependent ‘on the
priests, for she would feed and clothe them, untdl -

! Those who have read Bruee's and Salt's travels will re-
collect that both of them speak of a particular rotundity m a
certamn part of a woman as a enterion of noble birth, and as
giving an awr of lugh breeding and gentiity to the happy
possessor  In thus respect it must be allowed that Maram
might lay claim to a descent from a distinguighed race.

2 For Maram, the Abyssinian woman’s parentage. see at
page 164 vol. 31d Lord Valentia's travels, what 15 said of Ras
Ayto, who raised Tecla Georgis to thethrone  Subsequently,
Lhas gave me Ins Abyssiman name as Ehas Jegurgos hdj,
or Ehas the son of George, and hers as Trungore Rashyelo
hdj—urarefs or curnakyb Dmkxmesh Riéshyelo hidj—jyeroda
mdjt—confusing all these terms 1n o way that left me n the

dark as to which of them was her own name, and which that
of her parents.
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they could.find means to return to their native
country. They were accordingly put into one of the
rooms of the house,
- Having with me at this time an abridgment of
Bruee's travels in Abyssinia, I questioned the Abys-
sinian on all those passages in it which, as deseriptive
of the manners and usages-of the country, admtted of
affirmation or negation: and it is just to say that
evefy allusion, or name, or description, was perfectly
mtelligible to him. He spoke of Mr. Salt as a per-
son whom he had seen very frequently in Abyssinia.
Ibrahim was now raised to the post of cook, which
he filled with considerable credit, and his residence in
England bad made him less delicate in the use of
lard and other parts of hog's flesh, which circumstance
¢ i8 generally a great obstacle to the employment of
Turks i European houses.

' It was during this summer that Lady Hester was
for the first time enabled to obtam a true, thoroughbred
Arabian horse. On my journey to Damascus, I had,
at her desire, looked through Ahmed Bey’s stables,

, to ascertain whether a fall black stallion, which had
caught her attention wlicn at Damascus, was still alive:
When on my ‘return she learned- that he was, and
that Almed Bey had, from ill health, grown less fond
of his steed than formerly, she resolved to endeavour
to get this horse for hersclf. Accordingly, M. Beau-
din was sent to offer a reasonable price forit: and,
not many days afterwards, he retuined, brimging it
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with him, mounted by the Abyssinian, who had gone
with M. Beaudin for the purpose. \Vhat price
Lady Hester gave she would never tell me: but it
was something considerable.
. Madame Lascaris, of whom nothing had been heard
for more than a year, came one day to Abra. It
appeared that her husband had left her, and was gone
to Constantmople; and she was now living on the
liberality of her friends, more especially of the pasha
of Acre; that viceroy being a fellow-countryman of
hers, carried away, as she had been, in his childhood,
to be sold as a slave. But fortune put him m the
road to greatness; and, like many others in the East,
he had no reason to regret the chance that removed
him from lus native soil into a strange country.
Madame Lascaiis obtamed a small sum of moncy, and
I afterwards heard that, on leaving Mar Elias, she
cmbarked for Cyprus, where she put the society of
Freemasons under contuibution, as being of that order
hexself. ’
At the begmning of June, Lady Hester had found
the weather extremely hot; for she could not live
comfortably but in a temperature of from sixty to eighty
degiees ; and, now that it was higher, she 1esolved to
repair to a more elevated situation, as she had done the
preceding year. Meshmishy was accordingly chosen,
and three cottages weie taken for the accommoda-
tion of servants, the Abyssinians, &e. On the road, a
romantic spot was selected for the\ﬁrst day’s halt, at

'
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2 hamlet overhanging the river Ewely, in the deep
ravine through which it runs after quitting the vale of
Bisra. The hamlet is named Musrat et Tahln, or the
mill-field. Here dwelt a miller named Abu-Tanis,
who became from this time a sort of purveyor to her
ladyship ; until, by making an improper use of her
name at Acre, to gain preferment to the place of
ghaykh of the hamlet, he fell into disgrace.

On arrving at Meshmbshy, Lady Hester fixed
hersclf quietly for the autumn, resolved to find
amusement in wandering among the rocks and preci-
pices and in beholding the beautiful and magnificent
views which surrounded us. The Abyssinians also
occupied much of her time; and, in the numerous
anecdotes she heard of the chief men of that nation,
and of the productions of the country, she found her-
self almost induced to undertake a journey to 1t, aud
1evolved in her mind the practicability of the scheme.
Her success would not have been doubtful, had she
undertaken it ; since her plans were generally laid, as
a prudent builder raises an edifice, upon a sound foun-
dation ; but other events intervened.

Towards the end of July, to amuse myself, and
relieve the sameness of our rides, I cansed a sort of
1utal wigwam to be constructed of stakes and brauches
of trees, in the midst of the forest of fis which lay at
the back of Meshmashy. For, althongh on™ the side
of Bisia plain the mountain seems like a sugai-loaf,

itis in fack no other than a promontory belonging to

TOL. JIL X
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a lofty ridge, which runs south, with a gradual as-
cent, until it reaches the provinee of Suffad, where it
begins to decline. This 1idge afforded pleasing excur-
sions for a great™distance. To this wigwam an ocea-
stonal ride in the course of the morning diversified the
monotony of the lifo wo led, where, sitting for an hour
or two, one might peruse a favourite author, or indulge
in one’s own reflections, for which there was ample
food. Meshmashy is by nature so inaceessible, that
no porson, from mere idle curiosity, would think of
ascending to it. There, her society was literally con-
fined to myself; for the priests were too unmannered
to gain access to her presence, and the shaykh of
the village was a farmer, without any other know-
ledge than that required for his agricultuial occu-
pations.

That Lady Hester had no thoughts at this time of
going to Europe, much less of ieturning to England,
18 pretty evident. It might be supposed that she had
almost now resolved to spend the remainder of her
days in the East. I thercfore, with much reluctance,
had communicated to her my wish, as soon as some
one could be procured to supply my place, of 1eturning
to my native countiy, fiom which I had now been
absent nearly six years; and it was resolved that
Gioigio, the Greek, should be sent to England both
for the purpose of biinging out my_ successor, and also
to execute a variety of commissions for his mistress,
which could not be accurately made known by lotter.
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On the 30th of June, he sailed from Beyrout to
Cyprus, where he found a vessel to Malta, and
. thence took his passage to England. He was charged
with several presents, in sabres, wines of Mount
Lebanon, brocades, and other productions of the ma-
nufactures and soil of the Levant

It +as about tlus period that a malicious paragraph
found its way into the English newspapers, copied from
the French, stating that Lady Hester was surrounded
by children whom she educated. The fact was, that she
had three servant boys of fiom ten to twelve years
old, sons of peasants of Abra, who were useful to run
on messages, where the different parts of the family
were scattered in different cottages, and who took
it by turns to walk by the side of her ass when she
rode out, to hold it when she alighted, and to per-
form the duties of groom-boys in the stable.

‘When not ammmated 1n the pursuit of some interest-
ing affar, Lady Hester now sunk into an extraoidi-
nary lassitude and ipactivity of body, but never of
mind. She had been accustomed ever since her 1ll-
ness at Latakia to be carried up stairs by two men-
servants, and could, on no occasion, support the
shghtest exertion of an unusual nature.

Time passed on in this way. Her ladyship was
in constant correspondence with Malem Haym Shidy
at Acre, to winch end M. Beaudin was continually
going- backward and forward. The project of my
jomnoy to Egypt, so often put off, was now defin-

K2
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tively arranged ; and on the st of Auguet I Ift
Meshmiishy for Abra. in order to embark.

Siguor Volpi, an Italian, professing medieine at
Tripoli, was sunt for, and (ngaged by Lady Iueer to
attend on her until my refurn.

As there was a constant resort of ses-cls from
Egypt to Tyre, for the purpose of loading with woed,
I resolved not to wait at Sayda for an oceasion. which
was at best very uncertain, but to go to Tyre. Ac-
cordingly, on the Gth, accompanied by my man
Giovanni, 1 departed, and arrived at Tyre in the
evening. I took up my abode at the house of the
Greek bishop, and, sending Giovanni to the captain
of the port, desired him to inform me as to the
Egyptian craft I saw lying at anchor. Ile soon
afterwards brought to me the mi¢ of a Jekife
burden 250 aideps of rice. not decked, and with =
crew of twelve men—the master named Mohammed el
Ketib. As he was not to sail until the $th, I em-
ployed the whole of the 7th in examining the town,
about the miraculous decadence of which so much has
been <aid, and continues to be 1epeated by travellers.
Yet, to an unbiassed observer, 1 appeared to share
only in thie general fate of all the citics of the coast.
and could indeed claim a more prosperous fortune

than Gaza. Ascalon, or Cemsarea, all famous cittes in
their time.

Tyre therefore, deseribed as so ruinous by some
travellers, was now a flourishing town, to which addi-
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tions were daily making in houses and inhabitants. Its
population might be estimated at 2,000 souls, con-
sisting of Metoualys, Greek Catholics, and Greeks.
The quarter of the Metoualys was on the isthmus
near the gate; that of the Christians to the north-
west side of the town. The Greek families amounted
to no more than a dozen: they had, however, 2 mo-
nastery, in which there was but one secular priest,
who had now resided twenty years in Tyre; and
there I was lodged. T had before heard of this man,
who was remarkable, as I was told, for the retired life
he led, and for his spare diet. On observing him, I
remarked that he ate everything but fruit, sweets, and
pastry, which he refrained from, not because he did
not like them, but because he was a martyr to flatu-
lence, for which he consulted me.. I found him
to be a complete valetudinarian, to which state he had
brought himself by gross feeding, wine-drinking, and
absolute inactivity. So much for worldly reputation !
The walls of Tyre, in the state in which I saw them,
were & very recent and insignificant work ; but in
parts might be disecerned the remains of a wall of older
date. There ivas also a dilapidated palace, in a corner
of which the governor still contrived to residé: this
might be considered as the castle. The houses were
of stone, and some of them had very handsome upper
apartments, commanding an extensmive prospect. At
this time houses and warehouses were building on the
strand to the north, facing the basin. The isthmus
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was, in appearance, a heap of sand; beneath the
surface, however, according to the ieport of the in-
habitants, were hidden masses of ruins. So lately as
fifty years before, this part was covered with gardens;
now it was built upon. To the south and to the west,
on the sea-shoie, the rock, wlich forms the peninsula,
was bared by the continued action of the sea, nnpelled
by the western gales; but to the noith, wherever
workmen dug for the purpose of laying foundations,
the rock was never met with.!

1 Pococke, who saw the flourishing state of Tyre, even in
1787, not knowing how to reconale with it the words of
Ezelael, axvi. 14 5 and axvui. 19, says, that the prophecy must
be understood of the ancient city on the continent. He adds,
“ It 15 a place where they export great quantities of corn, and
Malta itself1s supplied from this place.” Vol. i p. 82,0l Surely
a port which supplies Malta must be a populous and thnving
one! Iknow that evidence contiary to thic may be brought
from the relations of other travellers, and I believe the par-
ticular bias of a person’s mind has much to do with the colour-
g which he gives to objects Tt would be well 2f commen-
tators on prophccy would consider that Antioch, Ascalon,
Berytus, Cesarca, Decapolis, Emesa, Famagusta, Gebayl, He-
hopolis, or Bilbee, Laodicea, Palmyra, or Tadmdr, and other
caties, the rnals m commeiee and Junury of Tyre, will be
found fallen fiom their flourishing greatness, many of them
lower than 1t; and jet against the greater part of them there
18 no denunciation at all n the prophetic wntings  On the
other hand, we read (Ismeh v 1, e. xvni) — “Behold,
Damascus 1s taken away from bemg a aty, and it shall be a
rumous heap ™ yet, mn spite of 1ts doom, so emphatically pre-
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Tyre has two ports. The inner seemed to have been
formed by two moles, enclosing a basin perhaps 250
yards actoss. The moles were now partly washed
away by the sea, and the towers which flanked them
were tumbling down. The basin contained at most
half a fathom of water. On the outside of the mole,
running West and East, were to be seen, under the
surface of the sea, on a fine day, about a dozen fallen
pillars, which probably formed a colonnade to some
ancient edifice. To the West, likewise, were vaiious
fragments. There were men whose occupation it was
to dive to the bottom of the basin, or to rake the strand
for whatever they could find. They came to me, at
dicted, Damascus has flourished from that time unfil now.
The editor of *The Monthly Review” for November,
1822, Jooking at the account of Tyre given by Mr. Buckmng-
ham, whose Travels he 18 reviewing, and who states that he
saw 800 substantial houses, contaxming full 5,000 inhabitants, 1s
staggered at the assertion, and confronts with it the testimony
of Maundrell, Bruce, Jolhffe, and some others He obsers es.
very justly, that what were good comfortable houses in the
cyes of Mr. Buckingham, accustomed from the age of nine
years to roam about the world, mght not be so in reality, But
perhaps a means for settling his doubts may be found when he
13 told that the houses of Tyre were equally good with those at
Jafla and Acre, two neighbouring tovwns, which have not fallen
under the prophet's interdict, and that therefore no manifesta-
tion of the Divine wrath can be said to have descended mme
on it than on the two others. Crsarea, where the good Cen-
turion hived, has not nowone house standing, yet the walls

which encompass 1t were bmlt by Samt Lowss :—but then he was
a Catholic
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the instigation of the harbour-master, and produced,
out of thewr findings, about a hundred and fifty copper
coins, some agates and corncliuns. pieces of lead, hke
the heads of airows, or the balls of slimgs or of the
baliste, &c. The coms were so corroded by the salt
water as to be totally defaced. Among the stones
was the fragment of an intaglio of a horse, the head
only and the end of the warrior’s spear 1cmnaining:
but this portion was so beautifully cut, that, had it
been entue, it would have been invaluable.

The outer poit or road is considered as one of the
best along the coast of Syiia. It is formed by a
broken ledge of rocks 1unning North from the peninsula.
Were the intervals between the rocks filled up, so as
to make a continued breakwater, a capacious and
nearly a safe poit might be formed. The depth of
water between the rocks varies fiom a fathom and a
half to three fathoms. In this road the bottom is
sand as far out as the ledge runs. To the South of
Ty1e, there is a bay which is very deep and dangerous,
having at places sixty fathoms of water. Tho tiade
of Ty1e was, in 1815, in corn, tobacco, wood, and char-
coal, all exported to Egypt.

For two piasters I hired a boat with four men,
for the purpose of obtaining, if posmible, some speci-
mens of the Tyrian dye. The man who steeied her
was the harbour-master, Rais el myna, who, biought
up to the trade of a fisherman, had, nevertheless, ac-
quired considerable celebrity along the coast of Syria
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for his skill in lithotomy. His name was Bilus Abu
Hanah. From the moment of my arrival at Tyre, he
had hung about me, hoping to obtain from me an
Englsh penkmife, that bemg the instrument with
which he operated. He showed me a stone of seven-
teen drachms Turkish, or an ounce and a half English,
and another a httle smaller, which he had extracted.
His operations amounted to twenty-five, and hisaverage
of deaths was not different from those on record by
some celebrated European surgeons. He acknowledged
that no previous study had led him to undertake this
bold operation ; but that, having observed with what
facihty 1t had been done by some itinerant hithotomists
who came to Tyre, he ventured to undertake 1t
first upon his own nephew. His success in that
instance emboldened him, and he now refused no case
that presented itself, where he saw a prospect of cure.
It will scarcely be believed that the very delicate
operation for the cataract is hkewise performed m
Syria by 1tinerant oculists.

Our search after the Tyrian dye was unsuccessful :
this not bemng, i1t was said, the proper season for fish-
ing for 1t. DBut a promise was made me that I should
be supplied with some in the spring of the ensmmng
year; in return for which I was to send the harbour-
master an English penkmfe. He did not execute his
promise the following year, but I did mine.

As I desiied him to bung to me everything that hus
nets caught, one of the men bethought himself that a

K5
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collection of sea-weeds would interest me. Ileshowed
me thirteen sorts. Two of them are used for dycing ;
of these one, called kaskjsh ed ditdy, or sindcan l bukr,
dyes a erimson, and is of a purple hue. Although the
history of the Tyiian dye is a certain one, I would
neveitheless ask whether there might not have been
a crimson extracted from a sea-weed as well as a fish.!

On Monday, the Sth of August, I embaiked, about
one in the morning. At sunrise wo weighed anchor,
and, coastmg the shore, came to the Nakira (of which
mention has been made in former passages) about four
leagues South of Tyre. Here the ves=cl was anchored
in a nook close in to the shore, for the purpose of
receiving her cargo of wood, consisting of cordbats as
thick as a man’s leg, and about a yard long, winch
weie cut on the mountain close to the villages of
Naktra and Alma, and sold on the spot for fiom five
1o cight piasters the hundred.

Whilst the vessel was loading, which was done by
the crew, who carried the wood on their shoulders
through the surf, the passengers went on shore, and I
among the number. We were about one mile to the
Noith of the Nakfira toll-house, when, at a little
distance from the sea-shore, I observed two pillars
standing, the 1emaimns of some ancient buildimg. The
name the ruin goes by is Um el Hamfd ; but I was
surprised to find that two such objects should have
Iutherto escaped my mnotice, when I had now passed

! Murex
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this road three times I have not, therefore, inserted
them in our itinerary, in their proper place. Onaline
with the pillars, close to the sea-shore, so as to be
_washed by the surf, were two or three small springs of
water, which from their situation are constantly
brackish.

Some Metounalys, who were inhabitants of the
mountain hereabouts, came down to look at us. They
had muskets, the use of wineh Gezzir Pasha had pro-
hibited at the time when he laid waste their country,
and put their chiefs to death. But their rough and
almost msolent manner towards Moslems here argued
very clearly that they had in a certain degree recovered
their independence.

Gezzar persecuted this race of people almost to
extermination, The troops which he sent against
them were commanded by Selim Pasha, a Mameluke,
who afterwards headed the insurrection of the Mame-
lukes against that pasha. Upon this occasion, Faris
and Nasyf, two chieftaing of a Metoualy family, m
which had been vested the government fiom time
immemorial, were put to death, and others were im-
prisoned at Acre. Selim Pasha sent 745 heads to his
master, which were piled up outside the gate of

Acre.

But the greatest cruelty was exercised on those who
were led to Acre as prisoners; for Gezzar Pasha
ordered them to be impaled immediately. Tns
horrible massacre was recounted to me in the following
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with that we advanced a little. DBut, on Tuesday, the
9th, a West wind, the prevailing one of the season,
sprung up, and obliged us to alter our course to North
and by West, upor which rhumb we kept the whole
of the day and the followmg mght. The wind fresh-
ened considerably, and we furled our mizen. Giovanm
wags very ill, and incapable of doing anything for me;
and, in the usual strain of the sea-sick, recommended
himsclf to the Virgmn, and considered his case as
desperate.

On the 10th, about ten in the morning, we got
sight of Cyprus, bearing Noith. Through the day
we had a fresh breezo, and went, as I suppose, at the
rate of five knots. Our vessel was leaky, and the
crew baled her twice (for there was no pump) before
noon. Every passenger was sick but the soldier, the
Egyptian shaykh, and myself. A little before sunset,
we anchored in a nook to the East of the island.
After sunset the wind freshened ; but we were 1m per-
fectly smooth water.

On the 12th we weighed, and coasted the island
towards the south. 'We doubled a small cape, and
came in sight of the bay of Limasol, into which a
gentle breeze brought us after sunset. Smooth water
and the sight of the lamps in Limasol (for 1t was Ra-
mazin) had revived the passengers, and Giovanni
begged to be permitted to go on shore with the boat
which was hoisted out to fetch water. VVhen he re-
furned, he brought me a supply of grapes, honoy, fresh
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bread, egas, and other articles, which made the rest of
the passage very tolerable: but the water we took in
here was extremely bad.

The island of Cyprus looks from the sea very pic-
turesque and of varied scenery. Its grand features
are a chain of mountains which runs through its whole
length, and which is rendered remarkable by a sugar-
loaf elevation in one part, and a lofty long summit in
another. These large mountains detach themselves
into smaller ones, and these into hills, of conical and
other shapes, which come down to the sea~coast. The
point, that forms the bay of Limasol, is a cape of flat
land, running into the sea to a considerable length.
As we coasted the island, the face of it appeared varie-
gated with trees and pastures, and rising in fair slopes.
Half a league from the shore, near our first anchoring
place, we saw a village, which resembled those I had
left in Syria.

About midnight, a hght breeze sprung up: and,
taking advantage of 1t, we set sail for Egypt. It may
be 1emarked that, at tns season of the year, when the
west winds provail! very constantly, the country
vessels seldom attempt to beat down by short tacks -
but they make a long tack to Cyprus, and a second
brings them to Egypt.

Satuiday, the 13th, was a cloudy day. Sunday,

! The Arabic saymng 15, “ The month of August, the month
of wind and wave."
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Monday, and Tuesday we kept close-hauled, our course
being S.W. and S.\V. and by W. At sunrise there
was generally a calm, and a sea as smooth asa mirior:
about ten a brecze would come on, which would freshen
until about sunset, when it usually became as stiong
as the vessel could well bear. The captain, one morn-
ing, frightened me somewhat by leaping into the sea:
but I found that his intention was only to bathe, and,
after swimming about the vessel, he1cturned on board.
I was not tempted to follow his example, although
vory fond of swimming.

As my provisions failed me somewhat, I was sur-
prised to find that the Jew produced fiom lus store
many excellent things, such as sweot biscuits, cakes,
dried fruit, &e. He was a native of Tiberias, and
was now on lus way to Gibraltar, and perhaps to
England, to beg for the Iloly City. I found some
rehef to the tiresomeness of the passage in lus conver-
sation. His name was Yudy (Judas?) Among other
things, he gave me the details of a 1evolt which took
place in Gebel Nablds during the preceding year, at
which he was piesent in the capacity of secretary to
Mélem Sulyman, who was serdf to the forces on the
occasion : which I thought it worth while to write
down, as descriptive of the petty wars winch often
take place in the Tuikush provinees.

In the autumn of each year, Mfly Ismael and his
mercenarieg weie generally hired by the pasha of Da-

mascus for, the purpose of maiching thiough the
A\

\
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southern districts of the pashalk, where there had
been for many years past a refractory spirit, and a
disposition to throw off allegiance to the 1eigning
pasha. This had more particularly manifested itself
on Gebel Nabliis, the ancient Samaria. The Mily
proceeded on his march, as was customary ; but, on
approaching Suffyn, a village that could raise 400
muskets, he was told to retire, or he should be received
as an enemy, as they would no longer submut to the
oppressions of the government. The Mily accordingly
halted and encamped. He did not attack the village,
but sent a courier to acquaint the pasha with the re-
sistance which was opposed to him, and to demand
fresh troops. In the mean time, it was whispered that
Mfly Ismael had received a bribe to induce him to
remain passive. Fresh troops, however, were sent
from Damascus ; and, lest these should not be enough,
aid was requued from the pasha of Acre and afforded.
With these latter troops, Sulyman, the banker, went,
and with lum his secretary, Yudy. Thus the forces
of two pashas were united agamst one village.

No sooner did these reinforcements reach the en-
campment, than, on a sudden, their leaders also be-
came pusillanimous, and declared 1t impossible to
attack the willage. An imterrupted cannonade was
cariied on from a great distance, but no demonstration
of resistance was made by the village, unless when the
troops approached too near, on which occasions they
were waimly received. The peasants had no other
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protection than a trench carried round their village :
but the place itself was on an elevated situation, and
presented natural diffieulties. This warfare continued
several days. Despatehes from the pashas cried shame
on their conduct, saying that they would be loaded
with infamy if they suffered themselves 1o be baflled
by so few men, and those not soldiers,

During this suspense, the regular forces were more
than once on the point of iunning away. On one
occasion a report was industriously circnlated that the
peasants mtended to attack the camp by night. Ac-
cordingly, the horses were kept bridled, the troops lay
on their arms, and the serdf Sulymin was seized with
a dianthea fiom fright, and had taken his measures
to escape with the gold, intending to drop some silver
about on the road, as a trap to stop the pursuit.!

It will be recollected that, in relating the occuirences
at Damascus, a certain Hamed Bey, son of Yusef
Pasha, was mentioned, as commanding a corps of mer-
cenaries. This man had now been sent by the pasha
of Damascus, and, not having shared in the bribes
given to the other leaders, resolved on distinguishing
himself by a spiuited attack on the village. He was
jomed by an aga, who was also aware of the treachery
of Moly Ismael and his colleagues. These two, then,
forming a body of horse and foot, advanced to the

! Yet 1t may be safely affirmed that this gentleman had never
read the story of Hippomenes and Atalanta
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trench. The peasants received them by a general
discharge along their whole line, which threw Hamed
Bey's cavalry into disorder : but, whilst they were re-
loading, the infantry rushed forward sword in hand,
passed the trench, and mixed pell-mell among the
peasantry. It being harvest time, there was a great
quantity of straw lying near the spot where the attack
was made ; and, the wind bemng high, the Tuks got
to windward, sot fire to if, and, following the smoke
which blinded their adversaries, they discomfited them
completely. Thirty-one heads were eut off ; for which
a reward of 100 piasters cach was given, and as is
customary, a stamped piece of tin, which the gainers
wear afterwards in their caps or somewhere about
them, as a sign of their prowess. Two shaykhs and
soveral peasants were made prisoners, and for them
150 prasters each was awarded.! The Albamans di-
rected their attention chiefly to the women, whom
they violated wherever they caught them: the deldty
plundered for effects.® The prisoners were conducted

! Nohammed Aga Abu Nabat, actuated by a more sangui-
nary fecling, was accustomed, 1n his petty wars, to give 150
for a head and 100 for a prisoner. The consequence was
natural.

# The mode used by the <oldiers, when plundering a village,
to discover where the peasants hase hidden their corn and ef-
fects, 1 ngenious enough.  They know that such things are
generally concealed mn holes in their cottages, but the diffieunlty
is todwicover wheie to dig  The floors are of clay mined up
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to the camp, and, on as many as chains could be found
for, chains were put. The rest were tied with their
hands belhund them, and made to lie on their backs:
from which position, if they dared to stir, a soldier with
a whip lashed them cruelly. Others were bound to-
gether with a Jong cord in nooses round their necks:
so that if one attempted to stir he tightened the noose
round the neck of the man next to him, and might
eventually stiangle him. The women, who were not
comely, or who weie somewhat old, were sold back to
the old men for five, ten, or fiftéen piasters: and thus
the affair texminated.

There was not a year, during our stay in Syria,
that some part of Gebel Nabliis was not in insurree-
tion. Tlus spirit of resistance to the lawful autho-
rities we may suppose to be often fomented by persons
attached to the government. The rabbin Yudy told
me an anecdote in confirmation of this, which was as
follows. When Abdallah Pasha was governor of
Damascus, an attack was made by one of Ins officers
on a village of about twenty houses in the district of
Nablds, which was unsuccessful. Enraged at -this
repulse, the pasha in person assaulted the place at
the head of seventeen men and took it. He found in

with chaff. The soldiers make three or four piles of stones 1
different parts of the room, each pile consisting of several large
stones placed onc upon another. They then jar the floor by
jumpmng or stamping on 1t, and wherever a pile falls there 1s
the hole, because the jar is felt only where there 1s a hollow.
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it one of his own ammunition chests which had been
sold by his gunners to the enemy, whilst encamped
before the village. Such treachery the rabbin sald
was common in Turklsh warfare. .

On the 15th of August, at sunset, our rais suspected
we were app1oaching the land, and hove the lead to see
what bottom it was: by it, and by the freshness of
the water, he knew that we were near the Egyptian
shore. He accordingly shoitened sail, stood cautiously
in, and anchored late in the evening in sight of land,
which he distmguished, no doubt, easily enough: but
my eyes, less used to reconnoitring a flat coast, more
especially in the dark, beheld nothing but a heavy sky
and a gloomy sea.

In the morning of the 16th, I was turned out of the
small boat, which was my berth, just as we were
coming upon the bar of Rosetta, and, to lighten the
vessel, it was lifted out, and loaded with wood : but,
in gomng over the bar, it swamped, and the painter was

- cut in an instant to prevent the hindrance it caused to
the » progiess of the shekyf. We touched several times
m c1‘0'=smo‘ the bar; and signs were made to us by
vessels within that om comse was too far south but
the rais appeared to 1ely on his own skill, and we
finally got into smooth water.

The Delta was now flooded, as the Nile was at ‘its
height, so that the houses and willages seemed to be
inaccessible but to boats. There were, however,
childion, who kept up with us by the river side,
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sometimes on a dry knoll, sometimes up to their knees
in water, and sometimes wading and swimmmg over
canals, eagerly following us, to catch the bread and
other refuse provisions which were thrown to them
from the vessel. A cap was handed round to collect
coffee-money for the crew, in consideration of our safe
passage over the bar.

On arriving at the quay of Rosetta, the busy scene,
though not novel to me, had lost none of its attrac-
tions. I had scen the Nile before when empty: I
now beheld it brim-full, and enlivened with an in-
creased degree of activity from the number of vessels
and from the animation that commerce excites.

It was Ramazin time, and I sat on the quarter,
smoking, and viewng the scenes around me. But,
had the vessel not been from the sca, and of course the
passengers considered as persons travelling, I could
not thus, mn the face of everybody, have presumed to
smoke. For travellers and for the sick there is an
exemption in the Koran.! '

I had sent a letter on shore to the English
agent, Signor Lenzi, requestng him to provide
me 2 lodging. His diagoman came instantly down to
inform me that the plague was in the town, otherwise
Signor Lenzi would have accommodated me at his own
house, but that he had secured apartments for me at

+

! This fact, and what occurred to me at Latakia, will enable

travellers to judge when and where they can smoke openly m
Ramazain time.
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tho Terra Santa monastery, where Padre Luigi would
entertain me. To prevent the danger of contagion,
the diagoman had provided some rush mats, in which
the whole of my baggage was wrapped, and then
carried by porters to the monastery, where they put
down their burdens at the door and took away the
mats. Thus, they having ‘touched nothing that re-
mained, all danger of infection was prevented.

I retired to a gloomy cell, where I was devoured
by fleas ; and resolved to escape as speedily as possible”
to Alexandria. So I weni o rest, deliberating how
this was to be managed ; as both land and sea con-
veyances would expose me to the contact of the in-
fected. In this mood I fell asleep, and was wakened
next morning by a violent knocking at my door;
when who should enter but shaykh Ibrahim, better
known as Mr. Burckhardt, who was on his way from
Oairo to Alexandria. 'We renewed our acquaintance,
(which bad been. but momentary at Nazareth) and
agreed to go thither in company. He was glad, I
believe, to have me for a companion, as his health was
far from re-established since a dangerous fever that
had attacked him at Mecea : and, in return, I was
pleased to study the character of a man who was re-
puted to be an adventurous and enterprising traveller,
and, moreover, highly gifted with the talents neces-
sary for rendermg his researches useful to the
world. )

As we could not depart immediately, we were com-



216 TRAVELS OT

pelled to be very cateful in our walks and visits about
Rosetta, .
On the 18th of August, in the evening, we departed
for Alexandria by land, mounted on a~ers.  Shaykh
Tbralum had with him a black elave! named Fadl
Allah. and Giovanni and he, both aceustomed to tra-
velling, left us nothing to do but {0 smake, caf, converze.
and slecp.  Arrived at Lake Edko. we lured a boat
to cross it, and here T was determined to leave the
whole conduct of the passage to the shaykh, who
knew so much more of Egypt than I did. But he
could not be a match for the cunning of an Exyptian.
The dircctor of the ferry deceived him both as to
price and as to the nature of our pacsage. ITehad bat-
gained for a boat to be oceupied by onrsclves only ; yet,
we found, on getting on board, that it was aleady full
of passengers ; and, whilst he was charging the director
with duplicity and cheating, the boatmen were sefting
the sail and seemed not to heed us. TFor, it must be
observed, these lakes are very shallow, and a boat that
draws only three feet water can;wt approach within
fifty yards of the shore. Hence it is customar y fo1 men
to ply at the landing places, to cm ry passengels and
lugzage to and fro on their shoulders. They wear
nothing but a blue smock fiock, and this they tuck up,
even 1if there are females on board, as high as the waist.
! This slave was bought in Upper Egypt and cost fifty

dollars—four dollars were pad as dues at t

he towns coming
downthe Nile,

and two at Cairo : making the total cost fifty-six.
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Wo crossed Lake Edko and the isthmus, and then
fe-embarked in another boat of a mmilar build. We
were finally landed at the block-house, on the dyke
between Lake Madia and Lake Meris, where, thiee
years before, I passed, in company with Mr. Henry
Pearce, so disagreeable anight Ve here hired asses,
which were waiting on the shore for the armval of
boats, and proceeded strait to Alexandma, which we
1cached at sunset. Colonel Missett, the British
Resident, recerved us both into his house, and expressed
his obligations to me for coming so far on his aceount.

The plague had commitied some ravages m Alex-
andria this year, bub they were now over, and, m the
language of the Levant, people had opened their
houses ; sthat is, those who had shut themselves up in
rigid quarantine had now resumed their accistomed
occupations and intercourse.!

Shaykh Tbrahim showed a strong disposition to re-
visit Syria at this time, and expresred himself as half
inclined to accompany we when I should go back.

My time passed away most delightfully mn Alexandrsa.
Bamished so long as I had been from European
society of all sorts, T entered again, with infinite re-
lish, into the partics and evening conversazion, which
were both gay and instructive. Colonel Missett’s
urbanity drew to his house whatever was respectable
m talent or rank. So great was the esteem in which
the British Resident was held, that the meatest title

* The Garette of the battle of Waterloo reached Egypt a
day or two after om arnval,

YOL. 111, T. s
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to consideration and gratitude, from all ranks at
Alexandria, for me would have been in restoring to
the Colonel that health of which he had been long
deprived. But some dietetic rules, with a few re-
medies as palliatives in the most distressing symptoms,
were all the relief that a confirmed paralysis of the
lower extremities, now of seven years’ standing, would
admit of.

As it was Ramazén, Shaykh Ibrahim, in the
character of a Moslem, was bound to fast from sun-
‘Tise to sunset : but, when he got to Colonel Missett’s,
he thought he might resume his Frank habits with-
out the risk of being defected. Yo were seated one
morning at one of those sumptuous breakfasts for
which the Colonel’s table was celebrated, when 2
young Turk,” named Sadiz Effendi, and well known
to Shaykh Ibrahim, suddenly entered, and caught the
shaykh with his mouth full. Evasion or denial was
useless : and this discovery, no doubt, did the shaykh
great harm among those Moslems who had almost
made up their minds to identify him with themselves.

Much amusement was afforded us about this time
by the facility with which some French gentlemen,
presuming on the restoration of the old nobility by
the return of Louis XVIIL., assumed pretended dor-
mant titles in their famlies; so that Cawro and
Alexandria had on*a sudden many noble names to
boast of.

M. Drovetti, ex-consul of France, was residing at



LADY HESTER STANHOPE. 219

Alesandris, and gratified us with a sight of his col-
Jection of antiquities, which he hoped one day to sell
in Europe. He estimated it at three thousand
guineas, probably somewhat more than its value.!
The commerce of Alexandria had revived since
Buonaparte’s downfall. There were more than ahun-
dred European ships in the west harbour during my
stay. Of these, a few came fully laden with European
commodities 3 but as yet there was not a market for
them. )
- Signor Belzoni, who afterwaids rendered himself so
celebrated for his discoveries in Egypt, was, at this
epoch, just arrived there in search of employment:
But the person who excited most conversation
among the Franks was Mr. J. Silk Buckingham,
who to considerable natural abilities united much
activity and research, which, not heing well seconded
in Egypt, obliged him subsequently to repair to India,
where he found his talents better appreciated. There
was also a Scotchman here, who was left after the
affair of Rosetta, and from a soldier had made g
doctor of himself. He secretly told me that he
wanted to abandon Egypt and his religion; but
Shaykh Tbrahim dissuaded him from doing so.
Towards the end of September, after a stay of five
weeks, I quitted Alexandria. As Shaykh Tbrahum
had never seen Damietia, he resolved to accompany

! This collecion was afterwards bought for the Royal
Muscum at Mumich,

L2

-
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me thither; and we jointly hired a coasting boat to
convey us to that city, for which we were to pay
100 piasters.

We embarked in the evening of the 25th, but the
wind was fresh, and we could not quit the port until
the next day. Our boat was roomy, and we had it
entirely to ourselves, such being the agreement. Both
our servants became so ill the moment they were em-
barked. that we were obliged to dross our dinner for
oursclves. The passage was favourable  Shaykh
Ibrahim performed his prayers on board, but the rais
never could make up his mind to address himasa
Turk, and through the whele passage peisisted in
calling him Khawdgy' Shaykh Ibrahim, ludicrously
mixing the Christian appellation with his Mahometan
designation.

Shaykh Ibrahim, it is generally bolieved, passed
everywhere, unsuspected, as a Maliometan. That is
possible. All Turkey is full of Italian aud French
renegadoes, who, of course, speak but indifferently a
language which they generally attempt to acquire
when the organs of speech havo no longer the pliabi-
Ity of childhood ; and, cxclusive of these, Syria,
Egypt, and Arabia, abound with Albanians and other

! Kbawigy is the appellation gmven to Chrstian mer-
chants or gentlemen, its meaming is mer chant, and 1t 15 the
most civil title that Chnistians, whether subjects of the Porte
or Europeans, ever get from Mahometans  Aga, Bey, Mily,
Shaykh, &c, they reserve for themselves.
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natives of European Turkey, who have, of course, nearly
the same difficulties to encounter in learning Arabic
as a Swiss or an Enghshman. It was, therefore, no
cause of suspicion that he had an accent, or that he
could not pronounce certain letters, and overcome
those (we may call them) insurmountable difficulties
for grown personsin speaking in Arabic. But, that he
ever passed as a native is not true ; and, although he
spoke Arabic better than any European tiaveller upon
record,, still he was mcapable of opening hus mouth for
ten sentences without being detected as a foreigner.
Mr. Burckbardt himself often related an anecdote,
which went to prove the belief of the pasha of Caire
that his character of a Moslem was an assumed one;
but this anecdote rather iegards the purpose of his
disguise. It was, that, on having obtained permission of
the pasha to go to Mecca, the pasha sent a message
“to him by his hakym bashi or chief physician, (Hanah
Bozaro) desiring him to keep lus own counsel, and
not to go and say he had made a fool of the pasha.

After quitting Alexandria, and before reaching
Aboukir bay, we passed an emmence called Tel Agfil ;
and farther on 18 Nelson’s Island, as it has been
named by the English, but which the native sailors
called Gezyra Ghoro.

Wearrived at that mouth of the Nile, marked, on
d’Anville’s map, Ostium Tanstzcum, c10ssed the bar, and
reached the custom-house, where a party of Albanian
soldiers was put on board to be conveyed gmatis to
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Damietta. The shaykh, as well as myself, had enough
experience of this sort of gentry to know that, if they
discovered us to be Franks, they would jnobably
usurp our places, and send us to the forecastle. We
therefore seated ourselves in a sort of authoritative
manner, smoked our pipes, spoke little, and carried on
the farce of Turkish gentlemen (to which, so long as
our tongues betrayed us not, our costumes lent every
assurance) so well, that when we arrived opposite to the
quay of the town, and were inquired after by the dra-
goman of tho English agent, who was apprized of our
coming by letter, the Albanians were furtous to think
how they had been imposed upon.
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CHAPTER IX.

M. Surir, Enghsh agent at Damietta—Patients—Excur-
sion to Lake Menzaleh—Mataryah—Mehkyn—Pounds for
cattle—XRuins of San—Broken pottery—Conjecturcs on 1ts
original use—Tennys—Dybeh—DBotarga fishery—Fowhng—
Runmng deemed indecorous in a Turk—3Alenzaleh—Haunted
house—Disdam of pedestran travcllers—False door—Depar-

ture for Syria—Vessel, cargo, and crew—Charms to raise the
wind—Arrival at Acre, Tyre, and Abra.

We were taken to the house of Milem Michael
Surdir, the Enghsh agent, a young gentleman of con-
siderable abilities and property, who did everything
that Oriental hospitality, so fertile in resources, dic-
tated, for the entertainment of his guests. He had
several fine horses, upon which we rode out daily.
Mounted himself on a supeibly caparisoned stallion,
his grooms preceded him on foot, bearing perpen-
diculaly each his zanm, or white staff, in the mght
hand, with which, as he went along, they beat the
walls, and, at every curvet which his horse gave,
cried, Mashallah, how wonderful! This, being the
style of the principal Mahometans, and absolutely
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prohibited to Christians, becomes one of the dis-
tinguished privileges of a Consul ; and it is only to
be regretted that the restraint under which the Chris-
tians live should have given a value to such empty
distinctions.

I became acquainted here with the most fascinating
lady that I had known during my long residence in’
the Levant, Her name was Syt Fersin (or Euphro-
syne) Karysity. Sho and her infant danghter Benba
came daily to MAlem Surir’s to consult me; and
Shaykh Ibrahim used to express very pathetically.
his chagiin that, whilst I was admitted into the
harym to converse with these ladies, he was excluded.
I had several patients at Damietta, and a consideration
of some of the cases which fell under my care leads me
to say, that I am not disposed to accede to an assertion
made by Mr. Brown in his travels—¢¢that in no
country are pulmonary diseases so rare as in Egypt.”
Mr. Brown was not a medical man, and, therefore,
of comse makes similar remarks as the result of what
he heard from the natives. It would seem that there

is as large a proportion of them here! as in some or
any Eulopean countries.

1 M}r stay at Dametta was short, yet, among the sick whom
"I was called upon to see, were six with pulmonary complamts.
These wiie Hyléneh Karysity, with spitting of blood, Kha-
wagy Isaa » With asthma, the brother of Hyldneh Karyséty,
With consurlyption , Michael Surh, bronchtis ; his mster, with
that dispositityn confirmed, Khawégy Kharyséty, the husband
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Malem Surtr had three black slaves and fifteen
servants in all.

Shaykh Ibrahim had meditated, among the objects
of his visit to Damietta, an excursion on the lake
Menzaleh, and I agreed to jomm him in it; the more
especially as there was no vessel ready to sal for
Syria, to which country I was now anxious to return.

Lake Menzaleh 1s not of great antiquty: Macrist
speaks of it as having been made to prevent the re-
currence of invasions on the side of the Syrian desert.
The ruins which are still to be found in and about it
have 1endered it an object of curiosity. In my first
visit to Damietta, in company with Lady Heste,
I was prevented from mndulging the wish I entertained
to see it, owing to the shortness of our stay, and to
the hurry which our prepara.tions for the voyage to
Syria occasioned.

Malem Surfir made such ariangements as he thought
would render us comfortable, in furnishing us with
a basket of provisions, and sending his janissary as
our guard. Just before sunset, on Sunday evening,
the 30th of September, we traversed the beautiful
‘enviions of the city, for about two miles, down to the

edgo of ihe lake at the place of embarkation, called

of the lady, with spitting of blood. In Alexandria, Mrs Schutz
died of consumption; her sister was ill, and Inned m daily ap-
prehension of sharing her fate+ Miss Maltass, an Enghsh lady,
died of 1t , and there were other examples, both of natives and
foreigners, which I neglected to note

LS

3
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Mehtb, where we found a small barge, of the kind
common to these waters, waiting for us. It hada
temporary awning made of rush mats. The sold
construction of the boat itself rendered it so far from
crank that we could walk or sit 1n it anywhere without
rendering it lapsided. Our boatmen were three bro-
thers : two men, Ahmed and Segfwy, and Metwelly,
a lad. Shaykh Ibrahim had with him his black
“slave, Fadl allah and Shiaty, a servant he had hired
at Damietta, and I had Giovanni. The crew were
furnished with poles, to push the boat over the shal-
lows, and to force her onwards when there was no
wind. In this operation, the poles are rested against
the shoulder; and, considering the great force occa-
sionally used, it 15 wonderful that no injury ensues.
The servant, with the provisions, not having yet ar-
rived, we amused ourselves in observing Malem
Surtr, who, mounted on a Mameluke saddle, exhi-
bited more skill in horsemanship than Christians in
these countries ate generally possessed of. His youth,
he not being more than nmeteen years of age, gave him
every disposition to enjoy the privileges attached to
his situation.

At nightfall, Mélem Surtr took his leave. We
embariked, and had not got far from the shore
when the shaykh recollected that he had brought
away certamn letters, piepared for Alexandria,
which he had forgotten to leave. Ve therefore
put about, and retuined to Mehiib, the place of
embarkation. At each place of embairkation, of
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which there are many on the borders of the lake, a
soldier is generally stationed to levy the customs,
which he farms from the chief officer at Damietta.
It is not necessary to ascertain what his claim was on
our boat ; but no sooner had Ahmed, accompanied by
Ius brother, stepped on shore to find a boy to carry
the letters to Damietta, than he was seized by the
soldier, and deswed to pay the dues. It was now
quite dak. Ahmed assured the soldier he had no
money, as he had yet received nothing from his
passengers ; but, not being beheved, he was foreibly
thrust into the guard-house, where the soldier began
to beat him most unmercifully. His cries induced
his brother to beseech Shaykh Ibrahim (who was on
shore delivering his mstructions to the messenger
about the letters) to go to Ahmed’s assistance. The
shaykh went; and with great promptitude broke
open the door, and resecued lum from the grasp of his
enraged assalant, who had, in addition to a beating,
drawn his yatagan, and was threatening his life. The
soldier was promised a bastinadoing on our return to
Damietta.

It was some time before Ahmed could now be made
to hold Inus tongue, when he found he could vociferate
without fear of reprisals ; at last quiet was 1estored,
and finally we 1e-embarked. We supped, and lay
down to rest in our clothes, under our rush tent
and at three m the morning were distmbed by the
boatmen, who told us we had airved at Mataryah.
We had passed during the mght two islands, el Usbel

\]
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and el Luskeh ; but at what distances, and in what
direction of the compass, we had not observed.

When day dawned, we found Mataryah to be a
large fishing village. Of the houses which faced the
lake, some were of brick, and others mud; but, as 1t
is customary in Egypt, the buildings scemed rather
decaying than improving. The shaykh’s name was
Hassan el FAal. The water-side exhibited, as usual,
a scene of women filling their water-jars, men washing
themselves for prayers or other causes, and naked
children paddling about. We endeavoured to pur-
chase a little milk ; and, having waited until Ahmed,
whose family lived here, had gone to his house and
returned, at seven o'clock on the first of October, we
loosened our sail, and stood south and by east.

Continuing in this direction for one hour,
about nine we entered the canal, called Toret el
Moez, and the mouth itself was named, by the rass,
Ahmed, Ilale el Naby. Mataryah bore from this
pomt north-east and by north. As the current ran
out very strong, and there was no wind, we made the
boat fast to a pole thrust into the mud, and break-
fasted. Close to us was a fisherman’s seat, in which
he sat to watch lus nets; many more of which we
saw up the canal. These were made of layers of
rushes, pressed down between four stakes, and formed
the apex of two converging sets of stakes. The net
was placed between them; and the current, as 1t
brought down the fish, drove them into the enclosed
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part, where they were entrapped. The mouth of the
canal was single; but, immediately within it, the
course of the canal itself was nolonger. distinguishable
to a person unacquainted with its mavigation, as
various streams were seen coming in different direc-
tions to the same point ; which was occasioned by the
retiring of the Nile waters, now just on the decrease.
About half an hour before noon the breeze
freshened ; and we, fancying that our 1his was only
gaining time in order to make money, sinee his agree-
ment was at a certain rate per day, obliged him to
cast off. In about two lhours, we arrived at Meli-
keen, a square mud hamlet on the east bank of the
canal. This hamlet now stood insulated ; for in front
of it was the canal, and 1ound it were meadows over-
flowed ; so that the children were seen dabbling in
the water like amphibious creatures, and men were
going from hamlet to hamlet wading up to their waists,
either with their clothes pulled up or entirely naked.
The inhabitants of Melekeen, our 1ais told us, ranked
themselves in the class of dervises, and assumed the
name of fakirs, They were known, when they wan-
dered from their native town, by a bit of white rag,
going under the chin and over the head, and tied
down by the turban. They carried a cruise of water
by their sides, to give to drink to whosoever asked
them; this was their principal vow. They were
bound, if beaten, to make no resistance, not to steal,
and to some other observances which L now forget.
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About threo we arrived at another hamlet, similar
to the first, but on the opposite bank of the canal,
called Mehkeen el fokany, or Upper Melekeen, in
contradistinction to that below it. The banks hitherto
had been lined with reeds and rushes; nor could we
distingwish what was behind them, excepting herc
and there through openings which discovered an
almost entire inundation. Here we found the mo-
notony of the scene a little relicved by tamarisk
bushes (tzrfy) growing in hedges. The banks heie-
abouts emerged from the waters, and might be about
fifty yards apart, as far as we could judge by the eye.
Our rais had pretended that the depth of the canal
was greator than the length of the pole which he held
in his hands—perhaps twenty feet long ; and upon
his assertion we had already noted it ; but, wishmg to
assure myself farther, I sounded, and found only nine
feet water.

In the afternoon we arrived at a third hamlet,
called Weled Ah, much the same in appcarance as the
others. TIndeed the square walls of mud m wiich they
were enclosed concealed the interior from us; but 1t is
sufficient to be familiar with one of them to know them
all.  Our course soon changed to South West. The
canal here divided, and we kept the left branch : but
we observed the two bianches again to _]oiﬁ, having
thus foimed a small island. From Melikeen upwards,
we had remarked, besides the hamlets, certain httle
pounds, or pens, made of mud walls about fom or five'
feet Ingh, upon knolls of ground, which 1emamned dry
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here and there on the banks: these, we were told,
were the retreats of the buffaloes and herdsmen at
night ; for, the moment the retiring waters leave the
grass and rushes visible above the surface, these
meadows are resorted to by the peasantry, who pasture
their buffaloes on them while yet swampy ; such
swamps, it would seem, being best suited to the nature
of those beasts. To protect them by night, they are
penned in these enclosures of a few yards® breadth;
and man and beast here live more together certainly
than we had ever yet witnessed in brute and reason-
able animals.

Towards evening we came to another hamlet, called
El Way, and from El Way might be seen another,
called El Bekashy. A little distance beyond brought
us to the foot of the height on which San ! formerly
stood, and where we were now to seek for its ruins.
On landing, we accosted an old man with a dark brown
rasty skin, and asked him to point them out to us.
He was a very fit person for the purpose, as he
proved to be one of many others who gained a live-
lihood by digging for the foundations of these ancient
edifices, which they sold for limestone, and was then
watching several heaps, collected on the banks of the
canal, ready to be embarked. - He led us ou for about
a quarter of a mile, until we found ourselves ona flat,
partly suriounded by a hill in the form of an amphi-

! San, the ancient Tanis, capital of Tanites, a provimce of -
Egypt. -

~
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theatre, wheroe several huge granite masses were lying
in confusion.

The site of San is what would be ealled in-military
language a height ; whick, at a rough guess, may be
two or three miles in ecircumference, and rises out of
a country otherwise totally flat. It is composed of
several monticules, which, ecombined, have the shape
of a horseshoe, but are separated fiom each other by
deep gullics, apparently worn by the waters in the Jong
coutse of ages. In the coutre of the horseshoe is &
level, and at the entrance of it were some masses of
gramte. The sol about us was of the same nature as
that which the Nile leaves, and must, therefore, have
been brought hither by the wind o1 by men’s hands;
bemng above the level of the annual inundations.

Procecding a little further, we found a granite
obelisk, entively perfect, but fallen. It measured
about seventy fect in length and six in breadth.
Beyond it were three more fallen obelisks, with hiero-
glyphics, but less distinet than those on the first.
Close to the last was a hole in the ground, dug by the
workmen, at the bottom of which we discovered a part
of a granite colossal statue. What was baze seemed
to represent the folds of drapery ; but, not beng able,
for want of time, to dig round it, (although the means

were abt hand) we could not decide exactly to what 1t
belonged.

By this time the whole squad of peasantry had left
thewr work, out of curiosity to see what we were domg.
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Two among them offered to lead us to other ruins, if
we would promuse to reward them. They accordingly
took us to the top of the height, where was a small
crumbling shed, the sonctuary of a Mahometan saint,
called Shaykh el Garyby. Near it was a broken
granite sarcophagus without a lid. Descending the
hill, on the side towards the canal, we came to the
stumps of an immense colonnade of granite, which
seemed to have belonged to some vast edifice. The
fragments of the shafts of these pillars measured nine
spans in diameter: but the upper parts had either
been entirely removed or wete buried in sand, as
nothing remained but these lowest portions, which
seemed to occupy their original situations.

Having on a boot which chafed my foot, I was com-
pelled to halt, whilst Shaykh Ibrahim 1an fornaid to
some heaps where he thought he might discover other
fragments. Whilst he was gone, I found a part of a
granite statue, of the proportions of a youth, in alto
relievo, with the right foot, up to the ancle, still entire.
Iloaded some workmen withit down to the boat, whither
wo weio obliged to hasten, as the evening had now
closed on us: for, although we could havo wished to
make some farther examnation of this interesting
spot, yet the character we had heard of the people
about San made us desirous not to sleep where we

" should be exposed to be plundered. While peram-
bulating the ruins, their rude jocularity, and the
half insolent, half inquisitive way in whicl they looked
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at us, led us to beliove their intentions might not be
good. We accordingly loosened our sail, and re-
turned nearly down to Weled Ali, where wo slept.
The disjuncted clevations which form the heights of
San are covered with broken bricks and pottery.t
Unless the eonformation of these monticules be en-
tirely changed, and the rains have woiked out gullies
between them, these never could have been the site of
a connected town. Ttis ratherto be inferred that the
city was built on the flat; and particularly as at the
foot of the elevation there was still remaining a portion
of a wall of sun-baked bricks. Perishablo as such
materials might bo supposed to be, we yet observe
them, in this instance, surviving the fall of columns of
marble and of obelisks of granite ! Their duration,
however, must not bo aseribed alone to their durability
for, whatever could attract the cupidity of the Moslems
and was portable has been removed by them. Sun-

! Burckhardt, 1 one of his works, amongst the various theo-
ries that have been advanced by different travellers to account
for the cnormous heaps of broken pottery which are found
among the ruins of Egytian and other citics, has alone given &
plausible one. He supposes (X quote from memory) the ancient
Egyptians to have built their walls of those cyhindricel pots
(ike English chimneypots) which, placed horizontally one
upon another, are still very generally used throughout Syna
for the parapets of terraces of bouses; whereby air 1s admutted,
the view excluded, and hitle weight added to the subjacent

walls, Broken into shards, they would be sufficient to account
for the vast heaps in question,
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baked bricks can be made cheaper than transported :
and to this, perhaps, it was oning that the wall still
remained.

The wind blew fresh during the night. On the
morning of October the 2d, in descending the canal,
we bought some cheese and milk at one of the pens on
the banks, and stopped at Meclikeen, 1o give an
account of ourselves to a subaltern officer stationed
there m a canja, or barge, for the purpose of levying
the duty on salt passing down the canal. This duty
our rais told us was 3000 medini (equal to £2 10s.)
on a large load : but we had reason to beliove that his
information was not to be rehed on.

About noon, we left Hale el Naby, and in three
hours arrived at Mibed, one of many other small
islands lying East North East of the mouth of the
canal. We went on shore, and found fragments of
bricks enough to testify that a village had once existed
there. The island is not more than half a mile in
circumference. Shaykh Cheleby, the piesent chief -
of Menzaleh, had carried off the greater pait of the
ruing to bwld with. We departed from Mibed ;
and, about five o’clock, passed the extreme point of
the island, wheie the Marabtit of Shaykh Abdallah
stands. This island is called El Cmih. Having
weathered the point of El Carfh, we wore, and stood
East balf South; and, keeping tlus course, arrived
after dark at Tennys 1t wastoo late to go on shore,
so we made fast to a pole, stuck in the bottom of the



236 TRATTLS OF

lake, at some dictance from the shore, to aveid the
mus=quitges ; and, having smoked our pipes, to which
we were both very partial, went to <leep.

At daylight (October 8rd) we visited the ruin=.
We found a brick wall still standing. about 1000 paces
long, and, within it. several cisterns of curious con-
struction. The largest of these was twenty paces in
breadth and thirty-one in length. The roof was
supportcd hy brick areades, the pilasters of the arches
being about fen fect di~tant fiom eachother. Except-
ing in these cisterns (none of which, morcover, were
entirc), and on the walls, we found not one entire brick
left on the ground ; the neighbouring shaykhs having
carried them away for building. The whole area was
one continued quarry, from exeavations made to find
the stones of foundations. Tn the North West corner
might be distinguished the remains of a fortress or
castle: and, close to it, a ecanal divided the corner
from the rest of the city, which, it is most probable,
was a continuation of some one of the great camals
leading from the Tanitic branch of the Nile. The
island is elevated a few feet only above the level of the
lake. The soil is of the same fine mould as we ob-
served at Sam, but certainly could not get there by
the same means. JInnumerable swarms of mus-
quitoes pestered us on the island, and for some time
afterwards,

Having spent about three hours at Tennys, we left
it; and, keeping a North North West course, with &
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string of small islands constantly on our right hand,
we arrived, at three o’clock in the afternoon, at the
bogdz of Dyby Castle, one of the openings by which
Lake Menzaleh communicated with the sea and the
ancient Tanitic branch of the Nile. The canal, as we
entered it from the mde of the lake, was called by the
rais Dunet El Shardy, and was about thirty yards
broad. After running 200 or 300 yards, it opened
into a broad water, and then continued for perhaps half
a mile, until it emptied itselfinto the sea, South West
and North East,

Between the broad water and the sea was a fishing
hamlet, called El Tat, on the 1ight hand side ; and,
facing it, branched off a gut, leading into the lake in a
South East direction, named Ishtdm ed Dybah, down
which we sailed. Upon the point of junetion between
Ishtim ed Dybah and Dunet el Sharly stood the
castle of Dybah, a fortress of brick, built by the French
for the defence of this entrance.

Our object in visiting the Dybah bogdz was to
learn something of the Botarga fishery. Botdrekk in
Arabic, Botarga in Italian, is considered throughout
the Levant, by Turks and Christians, as a very great
delicacy : and in Lent the consumption by the latter
is enormous, It is the roe of a fish, salted and dred.
There are three places where this fishery is carried on ;
namely, Mferdjy, Gemayd, and Dybah. It would
appear that the fish leave the open sea in search of a
tranqul place where to deposit their spawn, in the
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months of August, September, and October, and are
then caught, The fish is called, in Auxrabic, b,
and is from a foot to two feet long.

On the side next the lake, the fishermen ply day
and night with circular hand-nets, which, from habit,
they throw with great expertness; and, from the
number caught each time, the fish must be very
abundant. They are carried on shore, ripped open
with a knife, and the roes taken out, salted, and ex-
posed to the sun for three successive days, when they

" are fit for the market. There is also a kind of botarga
prepared by simple drying only: and a thiid sort,
where the fish, when caught and salted, aie sent
to a distance ; after which the roes are there taken out
and daied.

The botarga fishermen form almost a distinet race.
They are all natives and inhabitants of Mataryah,
and reside at the Ishtums only during the fishing
months, when they build themselves cabins of mats,
spread over ribs of palm branches. Each hamlet may
contain forty or fifty famihes ; and, at the close of the
season, they stiuke their cabins, and return to
Mataryah. The men appeared to be a very fine
race: and, to convince us of the purity of their clan,
Pretended that they intermauied only with each
other. The children were naked, and wanted not
beauty in their shape : and there was a young man,
the fneness of whose person, much above the common
size, particularly attracted our attention. Indeed.we
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were of opinion that the Egyptians employed on the
lakes and on the Nile were of as symmetiical and
robust a make as any men that we had evec seen or
read of.

The fishery, like every other profitable business
under the existing government of Egypt, was in the
hands of the pasha, who faimed it out to the shaykh
of Menzaleh. The shaykh sent an overseer to every
hamlet, to whom was delivered whatever fish were
caught, and an account was kept of them. Atthe end
of the scason, the whole amount was summed up:
two thirds of the profits were given, in fixed portions,
to the fishermen, and the 1emainder was the farmer’s.
No fish could be sold, no botarga cured, except by
the orde: of the bailiff; and a severe bastinado was
the immediate consequence of detection: so that the
poor fishetmen might be said to be miserably off.
Their gains for a season (as they told us) amounted to
from 50 to 125 prasters a man.

On our arrival at the hamlet, our dress and our
beards, in everything corresponding with those of
Mahometans, had imposed on the bailiff, who, as
soon as the boat grounded, advanced into the water
up to the waist to salute us: but, the moment we
spoke, finding we were khawdgys? (or Christians) he

! An explanation of this term has already been given. This
appellation, with that of milem, or master, and khodja, or
goodman, 1s what 15 bestowed on Christians, when spoken of or
ton a civil manner. Ajproud, anangry, or a rude Mahometap
addresses them generally by the term Nusrény, Nazareen,
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very coolly returned to the shore ; and, when we were
landed, whilst we sat smoking our pipes and making
our inquiries respecting the ﬁshery, he was snoring at
his length on the ground, close by us. We bought four
fish, each about onefoot and a half long, for a shilling,
and paid very dear for them. They were lebts, and
were, when boiled, of a good flavour. The roes had
little taste done in this manner.

These fishermen employed themselves likewise in
catching wild fowl, which was done, at particular
seasons of the year, in the following manner. The
fowler strips himself, and puts on his head a black
woollen cap. When night comes, he wades_into the
lake, taking care that lns head only is wisible. The
birds at this time are all sleeping. The mam object
of the fowler is to seize the leader of the flock: with-
out securing him he can do nothing. The leader is
called on the Lakes the cadi, and is known, we were
told, by a white head and large mouth. The fowler
gets hold of the cadi by the neck, and draws him under
water, where he holds him, and then he gently serves
four or five more in the same way, until lus hands are
full, when he wades back to the shore. Another way
of catching them is to throw the circular hand-net

or Christian , Kafir, or infidel, and gaiir, sigmfying the same
thmg  To true believers only belong the titles of aga or
effend: (winch are Turkish woids), and shaykh o1 sayd , much
less would an infidel dare to usurp the lofter titles of bey,
mily, emir, &. Ga m gadir 1s hike gan gander. The word

is pronounced ga-oor, and not Jaoor, as Lord Byron scems
erroneously to have sounded 1t,
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over the flock, and envelop as many as possible We
did not sce many flights of ducks. At this time of
the year, gulls, ox-birds, and pelicans, seemed the most
nume1ous.

A little before sunset we set sail with a fresh wind
through Ishtum el Dyby in a north-west direction.
On our nght, on entering the gut, was El Weranyah,
a fisling hamlet: farther, on the same side, E1 Ar-
kin ; and beyond it Bl Malaca. The canal here was
a quarter of a mile broad ; and somewhat farther on,
opened mto the lake, between several small islands
on the right, and the hamlet of Sunfira on the left;
close to which is a tiple marabiit of Shaykhs el Mo-
graby, El Bugdidy, and Abu el Wafy. We then kept
a south and by west course, and anchored, after a short
run, at an island called Zubbar.,

Much amusement was here created by Shaykh
Ibrahim’s objections to anchoring and the 1ais’s de-
termination to do so. The wind, it is true, was very
fresh, and our bark without ballast: the rais also
said that he could not aunswer for s couise in the
night : but we had every reason to believe that he
availed bimself of these excuses only to lengthen out the
voyage ; since the pay that he received from us (seven
piasters a day) was much more than he could gain by
his ordmnary work. Nor 1s 1t unnecessary to observe,
that nothig 1s ever gained fiom these people, except
by seeming desirous to have, in the common phrase,

as much for one’s money as can be got Fou if, out
VOL. TIL
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of compassion to their poverty, you seemn disposed to af-
ford them indulgences, they immediately become erther
importunate beggars, or insolent cheats. Although,
thercefore, we passed the night at Zubbir, it was not
done until we had urged the point with much scem-
mg vehemence, threatening to throw Ahmed into the
lake, to cut off a day’s pay, with many other menaces,
for the purpose of ascertaining if there really were a
necessity for staying.

Next morning 1t was calm, and our crew were re-
warded for their delay by being compelled to push the
boat on with poles. We left Zubbdr at half past four,
and scarcely advanced more than a mle in an hour.
The lake was very shallow hercabout, and around us
were a number of small islands, with several more to
the north-east.

At ten we reached the border of the lake, and en-
tered the canal, called Turet el Rusweh, which leads
up to Menzaleh. Although the lake itself, durmg the
rise of the Nile, almost touches the town, yet its
shallowness prevents boats of any size from approach-
ing, and is the cause that the natives have dug a
nariow canal more easily navigable. It is crooked;
and, in its whole length from the lake to the town,

‘may be 3 mile. When we were half way up, the
boat grounded, and we disembarked to walk the 1est
of the way. We obseived here three barges,
laden with gypsum, collected at an island near El
Usby ; which we regretted not having seen. The
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gypsum was in coarse powder, and looked like so
much salt, ve @ -

As we had been cramped up in the boat nearly
twenty hours, and were consequently desirons of
stretelung our legs, we had scarcely got on shore when
we started off in a sort of trot, but had reason to re-
pent of this gross deviation from Turkish gravity : for
our yais and the janissary, on their return to Dami-
etta, roundly asserted that we wero either mad or pos-
sessed of an evil spirit: since no gentlemen with beards.

-and in their senses, would think of running !

On arriving at the town we desired to be conducted
to Shaykh Cheleby’s house. The shaykh was absent,
but we were introduced to his son, Hassan, a man

- seemingly about thirty-five yeais old, to whom we
presented our letter from Mélem Surir. He received
us with civility, gave us coffee: and, soon afterwards
we sat down with him to 4 very comfortable noon
repast of pilaw, roasted chicken, botarga of two kinds,
and cheese. He left us to go on a party of pleasure
to some orchards in the neighbourhood, to which we
would not accompany him, intending to depart as soon
as possible for Damietta. Shaykh Hassan was dressed
in the costume peculiar to the Egyptians :—a camlet
black smock-frock, and, beneath it, 2 showy-coloured
(generally yellow, orange, or red) jubey and silk
kombdz. The twiban is worn by-the Egyptians
arranged more fantastically than by the Turks and
Syrians.

-1 9
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_Menzaleh, in the state we found it, was a large
burgh, with four mosques, and with soveral small
buildings having cupolas, which I presumed to be ora-
torics. With the exception of one large block of
eranite, converted into an olive mill-stone, we saw no
1emains of antiquity ; it is evident nevertheless that
this was ence a very large place. Its population was
perhaps moie than 3,000 souls. The hounses were
chiefly of brick, and many of them tolerably good.
The strects, as is customary in Egypt, were unpaved ;
and, during the day, when the ucual wind blew, the
dust filled the eyes which way soever they turned.
Thete was a rudely-constructed bridge over the eanal,
on the inner side of which weie lying ten or twelve
barges. carrying on the trade inland to Mansira.
There was a coffee-house, and a small bazar for the
first necessaries of hfe. Within the town and in the
envilons there were sycamore and palin-trees. Rice
was cultivated around : but the Nile had not yet de-
creased enough to bogin tilling the soil, excepting in
some ficlds close to the town. The magistiacy of this
place and district had been, for many gencrations, in
the family which then held it, and which derived its
origin (as Shaykh Hassan told us) from Tabarfah
(Tiberias), and hence had gained its surname of
Tabdr Menzaleh was the principal town of an akaljm,

(dastrict or sub-division) containing about twenty vil-
lages.

Shaykh Hassan el Tabdr told us, in reply to some
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remarks which we made on the goodness of his house,
not inferior to many of the best in Damieita, that it
was new ; as he was obliged to desert his old one, be-
cause it was haunted by an afrft, or ghost, in the shape
of o Frank! Ho added that he had himself seen the
ghost, which spoke in broken Arabie, generally beat a
drum, know most of the persons who addressed lim,
and called them by their names. Such was the terior
created by this apparition, particularly among the
women, that the house which it haunted, although
spacious and handsome, was without a tenant. We re-
mained in Menzalch until four o’clock, and then, riding
down to our boat on miserable asses, quitted the
canal and set sail for Damietta.

Arnving at a landing-place, called Gut ¢l Nusséra,
about midnight, and asleep, towards morning I awoke ;
and, looking out from under the tent, found our boat
driving fast in the direction from which we had conse,
her painter having slipped. I roused Ahmed, who,
with much cursing and grumbling at the day he had
ever taken Franks on board, pushed ler back. At
daylight we landed, leaving the servants to hire
camel and bring the baggage to Damietta. We then
set off on foot for the city.

The walk in the cool of the morning, through fields
presenting, in the month of October, the verdure of
spring,! whilst above them the yellow and erimson
clusters of dates hung in rich luxuriance, was no

* The rice was now in ear.
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less agreeable than salutary. Yet, when we arrived
at Mélem Surr’s house, and presented ourselves to
our host, who was lolling over his morning pipe, with
half a dozen servants humbly standing before hum, he
could not conceal his astonishment and chagrin, that
we should exhibit ourselves with feet covered with
dust and the perspiration running down our faces, in
the gmse of foot-travellers. And his Eastern pride
was wounded to the quick at the surmises that must
have been made, as we came through the streets, upon
such extraordinary conduct. We took no pains to
combat his false ideas of gentility. A servile people,
restiicted in their actions by their fanatic masters,
fancy those only to be happy who are privileged to be
inactive . although such inactivity leads to the ruin
of their health, and excites commiseration in those
who know better.

Shaykh Ibrahim and myself went to view the
mosque of Abu el Alal, full of beautiful columns,
among which were some of verd-antique. There was
an mner part, into which I would not go, fearing, as
T was no Turk, they would compel me to become one.

On the 7th, we were invited to dine with Monsieur
Basil Fakhr, the agent of the French -nation at this
Place, a man of gieat talents, both literary and poli-
tical Mélem Surfir was dressed 1n a lilac silk kombaz
and a salmon-coloured jubey.! There was a variety of

! Young and handsome, he looked extremely well ~ Malem
Surtir one day showed me his wardrobe, which was exceedingly
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dishes, and among the rest a roasted pig, which was
probably put thore purposely to see whether Shaykh-
Ibrahim would eat of it : but he did not.

Shaykh Ibrahim and myself slept in the same bed-
room at MAlem Sur’s, and, when going on the lake,
we had deliberated, as our books and clothes were
lying loosely about, whether we should.lock the door,
or whether such caution in the house of a gentleman
would not be indelicate. We at last determined for
the safe side, and actually took the key with us. This
proceeding, so strange, if done in England, was not
equally so there: for bed-rooms are not washed as
with us, neither are they regularly swept : and, when
once ‘an inmate in a house, your room is entered by
none but your servant. On our return we found the door
locked as we left it; but, on entering, we saw at once
that our effects were not as we had left them. Méilem
Surfir, when we joined him at dinner, asked us if all
was in its place, with a sort of cunning look that caused
us to say no. He then informed us that the open
beaufet i the wall, with shelves, the borders of which °
were so neatly worked, and which were decked with
china and glass, was no more than a false door, but so
artfully made, that it was impossible to distinguish it

well furnished. The Levantines are as nice, and perh'aps nicer,
m thewr distinction of colours than the French. Take, for ex-
ample, Shems el Aser (the setting sun); mantiira, rosy pink,

zinjaby, between dove and ash-eolour, &c., all tmts exceedmgly
delicate
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fiom a cupboard.  Of tlus his mother bad a key, and
entered the room several times during our absence.
Shaykh Ibrahim now wished to depart far Cairo.
secing that I had taken my passnge for Syiia. On
the same afternoon we entered togcther into a boat,
which took him to the mask that was to convey him
up the Nile, and me to the long-boat of my vessel.
Here we bade adieu to Malem Suifir and to each
other. I was immediately rowed over the bar, and
found in the offing a polacea brig, so crazy-looking as
to frighten me, and so deeply laden as to float but two
fect above the surface of the water. Her decks were
covered with cuffases or flagbaskets of salt fish, which
had a very offensive smell, with mats, and with six
new cables. The cables were green as grass, being
made either of tho filaments of the bark of some tree
or of rushes: and two thirds of the cordage used on
board the Egyptian and Syrian vesscls are of this
kind. All these are articles of trade with Syria ;
but the bulk of the eargo was 11ce : besides which, the
sailors had filled every nook and space with baskets
of parched peas, called kammas, (which are as much
sought after by the common people thy oughout Turkey
as Barcelona nuts are in England), and with linen and
cotton cloths. The salt fish and mats. it appeared,
belonged to the ship’s own cargo. From the multi-
plicity of grticles on the deck itself, it was impossible
to move fr"o\m one part to another. I too had a heap
of luggage\;\and, among other things, I had brought

\
N
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with me a bedstead made of palm-branches. These
bedsteads are so firmly yet lightly constructed that
they can be lifted easily with one hand. Mme was
lashed over the stern.

Our crew was Greek, and the captain’s name Tanis
el Bawdb. Every thing was in such confusion that
Giovanni could find no where to make my bed: so I
slept on a mat on the deck without bed or covening,
and when I awoke I was nealy soaked with the dew.

In the morning, at sunrise, the sailors, standing on
the forecastle, the ship’s head being towards the east,
made the sign of the cross repeatedly, bending the
body forward at each sign, and mumbling their prayers.
We remained the whole of tlus day in the offing at
anchor ; partly because the wind was foul, and partly
to receive on board other things, so that I expiessed
my fears that the ship would sink from the weight
she had in her. Nor was my alarm diminished,
when, in conversation, I discovered that this was the
very polacca, which, whilst we were at Acre mn March,
was driven on shore under the window of the cara-
vansery and bilged. .

If the Greek sailors are generally more attentive to
Europeans, when passengers, than the Turks, (al-
though I am not disposed to allow this to the same
extent that many are) still there is something dis-
gusting in the filth and nastiness of the former com-
pared with the clean hands and persons of the latter.

On the 14th of October, we weighed anchor at

M5
b J
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half-past cleven; and T bade adieu, for the second
time, to the thores of Egypt. There was little
wind, and we advaneed but slowly. The whole of
Saturday the wind was cast, and we made rearcely
any way : on Sunday and Monday it was the same.
This constant calm beeame at last extremely irksome.
On Tuesday and Wednesday the ship lay Jike 2 log
in tho water: so that the sailors bathed aiound her.
The shore was visible, and it was judged that we were
yet below Gaza, Gebel Ky was likewiso in sight.
Sometimes the sailors fancied there was a mummy on
board, which, according to their superstitions, brings
ill luck. Many schemes were 1esorted to for raising
the wind. Night and morning, incense was burned
from stem to stern: and a contiribution was levied for
St. Elias of Mount Carmel. When these means
were ineffectual, application was made to me to write
a charm on o piece of paper, to be suspended to the
boom-end. As I expressed my doubts whether I had
any control over the winds, they told me a story to
prove how a Mogabyn (a native of Barbary, which
country produces all the conjmors in Tuikey) had,

when they were becalmed, by a few written mystical

chalacters, produced not only a fair wind but almost

a storm. I answered to this that I really was afraid

I could not do so mmuch : but, if a breeze would con-

tent them, fair or foul, I ventwred to say I could pro-

mise 1t Accordingly, I invoked ¢ Libs, Notus

Anster,” in verses as musical as those from which I
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borrowed their names: and, to the great delight of
every one, towards evening a breeze sprung up from
west-south-west, and we advanced rapidly towards our
destination.

We saw Tontira at a distance as we sailed along,
and, on Friday the 21st, we entered Acre. I wenton
shore, and betook myself to Signor Catafago’s, who
gave me a lodging at the house of a fiiend.

On the following day, I called on MAilem Haym,
who was confined to Ius house by an inflammation in
his only eye. He talked on the state of FKurope:
and, if any one be curious to know what his sum-
mary of politics was, he concluded by saying that
England bad gained nothing by a bloody and expen-
sive war but a 10ck-—meaning Malta.

Signor Morando, the pasha’s doctor, showed me his
collection of intaglios. One, which was an-agate, had
more than a dozen figures, representing the heathen
gods assembled, with a long Greek inscription, and on
the back of 1t & number of alphas in a row. This I
considered very curious and valuable. He had like-
wise a votive leg of exquisite workmanship in marble.
I became acquainted with AbGina Yusef Marén, a
Maronite priest, who for a certamn sum procured for
me a catalogue of thelibrary at the new mosque, which
had been collected at a very great expense by Gezzar
Pasha, consisting of eleven thousand volumes.?

! This catalogue, on my return to England, I lent to Dr.

Nichol, Hebrew professor at Oxford. at s death 1t probably
~as burnt, as a paper of no value
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At sunset, on the 24th, as the harbour gate shuts at
that hour, T went on board to sleep: and the mext
mornmmng the vessel was waiped out of port, not with-
out considerablo difficulty.

When getting under way, our rudder caught on a
cable, and we nearly diove on a rock, which would
surely have wrecked the vessel. Theharbour-master,
Ali Shemass, and his companion, Abu Katfr, fol
lowed me on board with the customary request of a
bakhshysh.! We had light airs all day. Just before
sunset we were near Tyre. We supped, and every
body went to sleep, not excepting the man at the
helm ; for, although we weie destined for Tyre, he
suffered the ship to pass the port during the mght,
and in the morning we were cight or ien miles beyond
it. e put back ; and, after losing nearly twenty-
four hours through the steersman’s mnegligence.
anchored in the harbour of Tyue.

I landed my luggage; and was somewhat surprised
when the captain demanded payment for my passage,
Mélem Suriir having insisted, before my departure, -
that no mention should be made on that subject, the
vessel being his. However, when he afterwards

! The word bakhshysh is so often in the mouths of the Syrians
and Egyptians, that the reader will be anxious to know its
precise meaning. The verb bakkskesk means © to give gra-
tuitously *” and the native of these countries, after every thing
he does for you, generally says—Please to give me a bakhshysh,
or please to bakhshysh me It is the first word that a
stranger learns and the last that he hears. so that it is not
astomshing i very soon 1t becomes famihar to his car.

r
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heard what the rais had done, he made him refund
the money, and sent it back again to me. I hired
some mules ; and, on the following evening, reached
Abra, after an absence of three months.

Having made some few arrangements at Abra, I
rode up to Meshmiishy, where Lady Hester still was,
on the fifth of November, accompanied by Abu
Yusef Jahjah, the proprietor of the house at Mesh-
mishy, who happened to have been at Sayda on busi-
ness. At Kefferfelfis, a village on our road, he said
he had an old acquaintance where we might brealfast :
but the good lady (for her husband was away) pro-

___duced.nethiug but eggs fried in oil, which she boasted
of as some of the best fgfith oil in the country.
Tefih oil means o1l skimmed off by the hands from
the surface of the water in which the olives have been
boiled, in opposition to the other manner, in which 1t
is pressed, and supposed to be less pure
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CHAPTER X

Disappearance of Colonel Boutin, a French traveller—
Efforts of Lady Hester Stanhope, for investigating his fate—
Mission of Abd ¢l Rashk from Mahannah to Lady Hester—
Manners and cheracter of the Bedoums—Story of Mustafa
Aga, Khasnadir of Maly Ismael, and his wife—Departure of
Abd el Rasfik and Ins companions.

I found Lady Hester in tolerable health: but he:
mind was at this timo wholly intent on avenging the
death of Colonel Boutin, a Frenchman, whose name and
destination will be seen by referring to the occurrences
in March of the preceding year, and who had been
made away with in his journey from Hamah to
Latakia. As one of the most useful purposes to
which Lady Hester tuined the influence which she
enjoyed in this country is connected with his fate, it
would be inexcusable were this affair not to be 1elated
at length.

Golonel Boutin departed from Hamah for Lmtakm.,
accompanied by his Egyptian groom and by another
Mahometan servant. He had written to M. Guys,
French consul at Latakia, to mtimate that, to avoid
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the circuitous route of Geser Shogr, he should cut
strait across the mountains inhabited by the Ansarys.!
He slept at Shyzer, departed on the following morn-
g, and was heard of no more.

For many weeks, M. Guys supposed that, like other
travellers, he had loitered on the road, or had turned
aside to view objects which had taken his attention ;
but, at last, when no information was received of him
from any quarter, ramours of his death began to spread,
and reached Lady Hester’s ears. She expected, for
some time, that an application would have been made
to the pasha to order an mquiry mto the circum-
stances which attended his mysterious disappearance ;
but, when it was evident that no steps had been
taken, she resolved to investigate the matter herself.
For she considered that the common cause of tra-
vellers, without regard to nation, required that
robbery, and much more murder, should not be
suffered to pass unpunished; and she respected
Colonel Boutin indinidually as a man of distinguished
abilities.

For this purpose she resolved on employing Signor
Volpi, the Itahian doctor, who had been left to supply
my place on my depaiture for Egypt. Signor Volpi,
it was 1eported, had been originally bred within the
pale of the chwich, but, takmg advantage of , the

T concerve these Ansirys to be descendants of the Iturei

spoken of by Strabo in hus 16th book, and who were m part
subdued by Pompey.



256 TRAVELS OF

tumults of the French revolution, had danced round
the Tree of Liberty, and had quitted the eoll for the
more lucrative employment of the law: which,
together with his country, he had finally de<erted for
physic and Syria. There, not mecting with the en-
couragement which he thought he merited, he had
recourse to his pen, and was for somo time clerk to
Signor Catsiflitz, English agent at Tripeli. Lady
Hester had, during my absenee, obseived in him a
great knowledgo of the bad side of men, and she
pitched on him as a proper per<on to go to Ilamak to
find out what he could 1especting Colonel Boutin's
fate.

She had retained in her service, as muleteer to the
house, ever since her jomrncy to Bilbee, a Didze
named Sulymiin, a hardy and 1esolute fellow, fit for
dangerous enierprices. This nan she resolved to
send in the very track, through the Anusiry moun-
taing, that Colonel Boutin was supposed to have
pursued, accompanied by Pierre, who was well
adapted, under a feigned object of pedlary or of buy-
ing oil, to pass as a poor Christian gaining a liveli-
hood by such traflic.

These three personms, so instructed, had already
fulfilled their missions: and, on my arrival fiom
Igypt; Lady Hester was disposed to have made me
acquainfed with the progress of this affair, and to
have requested my help; when I, perhaps too offici-
ously, took upon me to dissuade her from prosecuting

<
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it ; sayng that the French consuls were bound to sift
it to the bottom : whilst she, m taking so active a
part, was exposing herself, in her excursions about
the country, and even in her rides, to the vengecance
of these mountaneers, who, there was every reason
to think, were as likely to have emissaries sworn o
their deadly purposes now as of old.?

The only effect of my exhortation was that she

never said anything more of the matter to me, and
steadily pursued her own humane pmposes. I shall
dismiss the subject for the present, and will, in the
order of events, recur to it hereafter.
- During my absence in Egypt, Lady Hester had
been visited by M. Otto de Richter, an enterprising
Russian, who was travelling through Syria: he after-
wards died at or near Iiphesus.

Mrs. Fry, Lady Hester’s maid, fell ill of an ague.
On the 6th of November, there arrived at Mesh.
mishy two Bedouins of the tribe of Mahannah,
sent by him with a letter to Lady Hester, which
contained much comphmentary language and -
quuries after her welfare. Their real object was to
get money, which the emir, always needy, was al-
ways using shifts to obtamn. One of the Bedouins

was named Abd el Rasik, and was a relation of
Mahannah’s.

!This is supposing the Ansérys to be those same moun-
taineers, one of whom stabbed our crusading kang, and hence
mtroduced the word assessin into our language.
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Abd-cl-Rasik was an entertaining person, dixposed
to answer all my questions 3 and I now satisfied my-
sclf on some subjects touching the customs of the
Bedouins, which, from my little knowledge of the
language when in the Desert, I could not understand.
Those which related to the victor and vanquished in
battle seemed dictated by motives of humamty, to
disarm the strong and ferocious, and gnve the prisoner
a chanco of freedom. They are comprchended under
the word duk/jl, a term for which (from not having
a clear notion of its meaning) I cannot find an equi-
valent in the English language.! It compiehends the
pleas and rights of hospitality.

Sometimes a Bedouin loses all his camels by a
marauding party; and, finding himself reduced to
poverty, resolves to recover his possessions by duck-
hyl. For this purpose he quits his home, and seeks,
unperceived, his enemy’s encampment. He secietes
himself near the path by which the despoiler must
pass. He bears with lnm a ball of twine (guzzle),
which he spins as he stands. His enemy passes him,
and he throws the ball of thread at him. If, as it un-
winds, it hits him, the thrower is safe, and he then
clums his property; but, if it misses, his enemy
turns on lum, and, unless he can eseape, he loses his
liberty or his life.

Again, if one Bedouin, under any cncumstances
of peril or supplication, can approach so near and

! Dukhy1 means a supphant, according to the dictionary.
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unexpectedly to another, as to tie a knot in his
keffyah (the milk handkerchief which generally en-
velops his head), there is no favour that he may not
claim: hkewise, if the captured can at any time
enter mto the tent of the captor, or eat of the same
mess with him, he 1s entitled to his hberty. It may
be said, with all these strange usages, that no Bedouin
is secure for a moment in the enjoyment of his plunder,
or in his right over his prisoner. But let it be re-
collected that he has many ways of immediately get-
ting rid of the one and the other, so as never {o be
exposed by any possibility to the consequences of
dukhyl; and likewise, that, under all circumstances,
if any of the women or children, or if he himself, sees
a prisoner seeking to obtain his ends in this manner,
he has but to ery nefak, which destroys the intended
grace.

The character of the Bedouins is not destitute of
traits of great magnanimity. A certain Ali, in a
dispute, killed Ershyd, an ancestor of Mahannah’s,
Ershyd’s son, Fadl, was bound to revenge his death,
and he steadily sought for an opportunity. The mur-
derer, knowing how certainly ns hour would come by
Fadl’s hand, unless he could for ever shan him, ab-
sented himself in a _distant tribe for many years.
Tired, at length, of banishment, he decemed life not
worth preservmp;' on such terms, and resolved to
present himself before his foe, and see if he could not
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prevail on his generosity so far as to obtain his for-
giveness.

One night, Fadl was in the division of his tent set
apart for the women, when he heard a footstep and
a man cough. ¢ UTp, fellow ! he cried out to one of
his slaves ; * there is a guest in the tent ; make some
coffee.® He rose himsclf, went to him, and in the
accustomed friendly tetms of the Arabs welcomed
him. It was very dark. Tho slave raked the ashes,
and thiew on some 1oots to make a blaze. Tadl
looked at his guest, and stared, like one thunder-
struck ; for he knew Ali, “Ali!” said he. *Itis
even 50,” replied the stranger, * and your sword is
hanging over me.” Fadl was, for 2 moment, like one
convulsed . but by degiees he calmed Lis emotions,
and, when he found himself master of his expressions,
ho said, * Make yowiself easy ; you are no longer my

father's murderer, but my guest;” and he forgave
him.

»

Fadl’s friends assembled round him; they said to
him, *“QCan you admit your father's murderer into
your tent? Xill him, and revenge your wiongs.”
But Fadl replicd, ¢ Shall I kill the man who judges
so nobly of me?" Tle called his secretary, and bade
him wnte an engagement to pay every year to Ali
ahtd his descendants 50 piasters, winch continued to
be dane until the time that Abd-cl-Rasik zelated the
story.
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The following story will show from what trivial
beginnings their deadly feuds may sometimes arise.
Sidad is a willage between Hems and Carietain, on
the road to Palmyra. The inhabitants are Chuis-
tians, and therefore, generally speaking, considered as
fair objects of oppression by the Bedouins, who often
vex them greatly. Their insulated situation in the
Desert thus obhges them to depend on themselves for
protection, and hence they have a martial and inde-
pendent character unknown to the Christians of
towns

An Anizy, who was in a house at Sidad, wishing
to fill his pipe, asked his host to lend him his tobacco-
bag. <« Stop,” said the host, “there is no tobaceo in
it, but I will go to my neighbour and boirow some.”
He went out, and soon returned with his bag appa-
rently replenished, and handed it to the Bedéwy ;
who thrust the pipe-bowl into the bag, and drew it
out full of dry dung. *Do you mean toaffiont me?”
said the Arab, his bosom swelling with indignation ;
« Kata ardal—we are twain from this moment.”

He mounted his mare, and rode off. When he
arrived at s tents, he assembled his friends, and
explained to them the gross insult that had been put
upon him, inviting them to assist lum m revenging
his cause An opportunity was not long wanting.
One of the Sidad caravans was reported by the scouts
of the Bedouins to be on 1its way to Palmyra. The
Bedoums rode forth and attacked it. The caravan
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was well armed, and made a stout resistance, but at
last was dispersed and plundered. How many of the
same caravan were killed or wounded, Abd-el-
Rasik would not tell me; but Madame Lascaris, who
happened to be on her return from Palmyra in the
same caravan, and who gave me some particulars about
it, said that all the men were stripped naked, and in
that way entered Sidad. Hamed, son of Mahannah,
was at the head of the party ; and, knowing Madame
Lascaris, respected her and her baggage; but her
intercessions could do nothing for saving the effects of
the caravan in general She said that the attack and
resistance were of short duration. One Bediwy was
killed by the fire; and, before they could load again,
the Bedouins rode in upon them; and she saw two
or three who resisted speared, but the others ran or
surreridered. For the one Beddwy killed, Mahannah
demanded from the village of Sidad the price of his
blood ; and, to save themselves from a perpetual feud,
they paid 2,000 piasters.

In one of my conversations with Abd-el-Rasak, I
inquired after Mustafas Aga Duz Oglu, khasnadér of
Maly Ismael, the man who was under my care for-a
palsy at Mar Giorgws, or Dayr Hamyra. ¢ He is
dead,” said Abd-el-Rasik. ¢ Did you know lis
wife, Aysha? I asked. ¢ She is dead, also,” cried
he. ¢ Heéavens! and how?" I rejoined.

His story was as follows :—¢ You know she was
once Molly Ismael’s concubine (saryak), and that he
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gave lier, when tived of her, in marriage to Mustafa
Aga. He, poor fellow, was scized with apoplexy ;
and, after lingering some time, died. As he had
amassed vast sums in his employment of treasurer,
she feared that these, now become her own, would be
taken from her by the Mdly, under some pretext, and
she resolved to secure them by poisoning him.

“ It is necessary to inform you that she had a
paramour, one of the deldty dragoons, who instigated
her, it was thought, in her foul purposes.” I recollect
such a man™ (I observed)  coming to Dayr Hamyra
whilst I was there, and sceming to be on a very
familiar footng with Aysha.” It is the same,” re-
plied Abd-el-Rasfik. * It was concerted between this
man and herself that the poison should be bought at
Aleppo, m order not to excite suspicion in Hamah.
When it was procured, she endeavoured to" bribe
Merjin, one of the Mily’s black slaves,! promising to
give him 500 piasters, if he would hand the Mily a
cup of coffee in which she should have previously put _
something ; which he had agreed to do.

¢ The Mly came one day to see her. Aysha made
the coffee with her own hand, and contrived, unper-
ceived, to drop in the poisonous powder. Merjin -
took the cup, and, whilst in the act of presenting it to

+ ! Black slaves often are named from substances in colour and
quality very unlike themselves. Thus merjdn means coral,

and anbar or amber was another name of one of Ahmed bey's
black slaves.



264 TRAVELS OF

his master, felt the terrors of a guilty conscience, and
suddenly dashed it on the.ground. ¢ What do you
do that for, you son of a w...? said the offended
Mtly. ¢IEffendim, there was brandy in the cup.’
* What !” said the Mdly, whom a life of reverses had
made readily suspicious, ¢ there was something else:
tell me, instantly, or I'll have you bastinadoed to
death.,” Mején, terrified, confessed the plot. Aysha
was immediately seized and strangled, and then
hanged upon a tree The slave was rewarded by a
large sum in money, and (which to an Osmanly is
even more agreeable) was clad in a splendid suit of
new clothes.”

Signor Volpi, coming at this time to Meshmishy,
dined with the Aiabs and me. He still retained his
European habits,” and could not eat without a kmfe
and fork. Long custom had now reconciled me,
whenever there were Mahometans present, either to a
spoon or even to my fingers, ke them. Signor
Volp1 expressed a wish to see how the Bedoumns ate
in the Desert. I laid amde my spoon, and begged
the Arabs to put themselves at their ease and do the
same. They readily complied ; and, forming the rice
into pelléts, they dehivered. it into then' mouths
quloldy, and with more ease, than with a spoon,
which, to them is a troublesome article. Not suspect-
ing thit there was.anything extraordmary in their
manner) they attached to my request another mean-
ing: the ‘X thought that I was willing to seal the bonds
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of fiiendship between us still closer, than merely eating
with a spoon out of the same dish together. He 1s
determined (they whispered to each other) that it should
be complete * Lyn-el-yedayn—* between both hands™
will alone satisfy him.

On the 10th of October, the A1abs took their leave,
furmshed with letters to Mahannah ; and, as to
themselves, their pockets and even their wallets were
filled. For the Bedowmns, indeed I may say all the
Turks in general expect, on qutting you, to have
their tobacco-bags 1eplenished, provisions given them,
and to have nothing to dread from the contingencies of
the day I accompanied them to Abia, where they
wele to sleep. and, whilst we were smoking in my
cottage, I made Abd-el-Rasak sit still, that I might
endeavour to sketch his costume. Such was his wish
to oblige me, that I saw huge drops of sweat
runmng down his face from the fatigue of keeping the
same posture : and he did not change it, until, out of
pity, I begged him to do so. The next moining they
took the coast 10ad to Tripoli.

I was, for many 1easons, compelled to question the
accuracy of Volney’s account of the sensations expe-
rienced by the Bedouns on entering large towns, and
approaching the sea  First of all, they aie a race in
whom you never can witness:maiks of sudden emotion,
whether of astonishment or otheiwise: and, in the
next place, these very Bedoums, who came from a

mote 1nland Desert than those whom Daber biought
voL. TIL N

»
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to Acre, still led me to think, in answer to my ques-
tions, that there were as few sights for them as for
any one else. For had they not heard people often
enough describe a ship, the sea, and whatever wonders
they are thought to be ignorant of in the Desert?
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CHAPTER XI.

Quairel between a Driize and a MMetoualy—Buying of
medals—Imposition practised on Lady Hester— Punishment of
the offender—IlIness and death of the Greek patriarch—Fune-
ral ceremonies—Election of a new patriaich—Cotfage i the
gardens of Sayda—Long drought—TFlocks of birds—Hydro-
phobia—Excursion of the Author to Gar§fy—Shems ed Dyn
and his father—Purchase of wine—Decline of commerce mn the
Levant — Malem Dubiny and lis daughters—Extortion of
Eastern rulers—Arnval of Miss Wilhams—Arrival of Mr
Bankes—He copies and removes fresco paintings—Failure of
Ius first attempt to reach Palmyra—Visit of Mr. Buckmgham
—Locusts—Lady Hester takes a voyage to Antioch.

Nothung particular occurred to interrupt our cus-
tomary mode of Living until a serious dispute happened
at Haia, a willage on the road from Abia to Sayda,
between a Driize and a Metouily. The Driize,
named Wahab, was watching his olive-g10unds, when
he observed the Metoualy wantonlv stuke a bianch,
and knock down several olives. This cieated some
words, which produced a quarrel ; and the Driize, who

N2

A}
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wore a short battle-axe in Ins girdle, cut a gashin the
Metoudly’s leg and in his back. The Metoudly fled
to Sayda, and complained of the assault to Musa Aga,
motsellem of Gebfl, and at this time governor of the
Metoudly district, who was exasperated to the highest
degree that such an aggression should have been com-
mtted in lns immediate neighbourhood. Armed
with a spear, and taking with hin some of his people,
he 10de out blind with rage; and, encountering, near
Hara, a mountameer, who wore the Draze dress,
without inquiring whether this was the offender. he
was about to 1un him through the body: when his
secretary terposed, but could not save the man from
a most severe beating given him on the spot. The
real Droze, in the mean time, had concealed himself
at Heleleyah, a village near Mar Llias.

The fary of Musa Aga cieated some alaim among
the peasantry at Abra: for, although Christians,
they would not go to Sayda the whole of the next
day. They feared lest. in the absence of the real
offender, they might be maltieated : a stiange way of
domg justice! DBut on the thiid day some soldiers
came down fiom the Shaykh Beshyi, and, aresting
Wahab, carried him to Mukhtara.

The conversation of the villagers showed what a
rancour those of the Drtize districts harboured against
the Turks i the plain. They smd that the shaykh
was unjust, who thus, at the representation of Musa
Aga. would pumsh a Drize: and 1t appeared to me
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that both Christians and Drazes would ill brook
affionts fiom the Turks, if their leaders were disposed
to encomage this disposition in them.

As winter was now approaching, the convent was,
as usual, put in repair agamst the rains. This was a
very necessa1y precaution ; but was never a complete
1emedy . for there was not a year in which the wet
did not penetrate more or less through the roofs into
the rooms,

On the 21st of November, a young Russian passed
through Sayda. The nature of medal-buying in these
countries may be understood by what happened be-
tween him and a silversmith of the place, who gave
me a laughable account of the traveller'’s eagerness,
and of the advantage which, in a matter of buying and
selling, he thought himself authoiized to take of it.
The Livonian, as most travellers do, had no sooner
arrived at Sayda than he inquired if theie were any
medals to sell in the place. A silversmith, who made
a traffic of them, was summoned immediately ; and for
a silver com (which, from his deseription, I judged to
be a Jupiter holding an eagle), asked the very rea-
sonable sum of six piasters, the silver weighing nearly
to the value of five The Livonian was not accus-
tomed to have them presented to im so cheap, and,
at a word, saxd I'll take it : upon which the silversmuth
asked time to consider. He went to his shop, and was
" followed by the Livoman, who kept rismg m his
offers, which were as regulafly refused by the silver-
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stith, who now pretended he had been told it was a
most rare com, and demanded fifty piasters. On the
third day the Livonian departed ; and, m passing the
shop where the silversmith, apprized of his going,
took cate to be, once more made a still greater offer
than he had done, of thirty-six piasters, which was
taken by the cxulting silversmith ; who, had the Li-
vonian showed some reluctance to pay the original
price of six, would have been glad to have diposed of
1t, as he had done of some others of the <ame kind,
for even a less sum.

A cuious trick was at this time played off on Lady
Hester by a needy adventurer. The Pasha of Aecre,
sith a harfm full of concubines. had never been
blessed but with one son, who died of the plague. It
was very well known thioughout the pashalik that
the birth of another would give rise to considerable

rejoicings: and it 1s customary in the East that who-
" ever brings the first news of any jovful cvent should
be handsomely recompensed. Theic was not indeed
much likelihood of offspring: for the pasha was old,
and had abused his constitution in indulgences. One
day that I had 1ndden down to Abra fiom Mesh-
miishy, I received a note fiom her ladyship, m which,
among other things, she mentioned that an officer of
the pasha’s had been sent to announce to her the birth
of a son, and that she had made a present to him 1n
consequence. It happened that Hadj Ali, our old
jamssary, had called at the convent to see the syt, his
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mistress (as he always named Lady Hester) ; and, as
he was recently from Acre, I questioned him why he
had not brought the news himself. He declared that
such an event was not expected and could not have
happened : and he immediately guessed that theie must
have been some impostuie practised. I accordingly
wrote to caution her ladyship, and kept Hadj Ali
until the messenger 1eturned, which was in about me
hours, when he informed me that the officer who had
brought the news styled himself Hassan Aga; that
he had not only brought tidings of the birth of a son,
but had said that the pasha had charged him to add
that there was not a village in his pashalik, or a horse
in his stable, which Lady Hester might not claim of
him on such a happy day. On heanmg the name,
Hadj Ali knew him to be an adventurer, one Hassan,
alias Hassan Nykhu.! In Bl Gezzar’s time he was
captam of a guard of twenty-five men, stationed at the
bridge of the Casmna piver for the security of the publie
road : sinee the death of Tl Gozzir he had been out
of employ, and lived by his wits.

I immediately sent off this account to Lady Hester,
who was highly mitated at the man’s impudence : for
it had nealy led her to send a lotter of congratula-
tion, and to order rejorcings to be made in her house.
Accordmmgly, Sulymdin, the Drfize, was despatched,

! The very adjunct of Nykku, a mickname the most offensive
to delicate cars in the Aralie language, would have been suffi-
cient to designate this man as an impostor.
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to try and secure his person, and to deliver him
over to Hadj Alr at Mar Elias. Sulyman went in
pwsuit of him, and traced hus route: but, fearing
that he might escape from him if he attempted to use
force, he inveigled him back to Mar Elias, by saying
that Lady Hester had sent after him in order to pre-
sent iim with a new suit of clothes as a farther recom-
pense for Ius joyful tidings.

No sooner was he arrived at Mar Elias than Hadj
Ali and Sulymén seized him, and bound him hand
and foot. Hadj Ali reproached him with his lies, and
he was locked up in the woodhouse until the morrow.
The next day Lady Hester came down from Mesh-
mishy : and, on alighting at the door, she saw Hassan
tied to a tree, with Sulymén keeping watch over him.
She desired Hadj Al to bastinado him, and then went
in ; but she little thought to what lengths these men
would go : for, throwing the poor wretch on the ground
on his back, with his hands tied as they were, one held
up his feet wlilst the other beat him most unmerei-
fully on the soles; and when, at length, Sulymén’s
strength failed him from passion, Had) Ali seized a
broom bat wlich lay near at hand, and struck the
helpless man acioss the legs and thighs in a manner
that 1 thought would have broken them. I had eried
‘ enough ! several times; but at last seemng that
they heeded me not, I foreibly held their hands, and
with difficulty drew them off, pale, breathless, and
trembling. Oh! how vile a being seemed to me then
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an infuriate and passionate man! They would have
renewed the beating, had not I compelled them to
desist.

Hassan was left bound to the tree, and afterwards
thrown into the woodhouse for the night. On the
following morning Hadj Al depaited for Acie;
driving Hassan, lame and bruised, bofore him. He
was f'urmshed with the following letter from Lady
Hester to Malem Haym. « A certain impostor,
called Hassan, came to me at Meshmishy in the name
of the pasha and yourself, pretending that the pasha
had been blessed with a son. Hadj Ali knew him,
went in search of him, and put him in prison. He
will tell you the rest.”

Hassan, however, could not walk so great a distance,
and Hadj Al was compelled to leave him by the way,
lying down n the mddle of the road. The affair was
not made a serious one at Acre; for the Turks hold
living by one’s wits to be a fair mode of gaming a
livelthood * and they thought that the loss of the
money, which Hadj Ali kad taken from him, and
the beating he had reeeived, were punishment enough.
Hassan however limped on, and reached Acre three o
four days afterwards. Ile went mmmediately to Hascan
Aga, a favourite Mameluke of Sulymdn Pasha, who
knew him, and there complained bitterly of the treat-
ment he had received at Mar Elins. Ilassan Aea
ospoused Ins cause ; and, had the matter been l)ursu;d
by her ladyship, would have stood forth as hus pre-

N5
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tector. For, in this respect, I observed on several
occasions such & relation between client and patron
as I suppose to have existed in ancient Rome. Thus,
" whenever a porson of inferior station in life was in
jeopardy, from the oppression of the great, it did not
follow that he became their victim ; for either his cause
was espoused by some great man, whose creature he
was, or, 1f he had not the means of interesting such a
one directly, he found some channel thiough which to
come at him, and thus would often transfer his own
quarrel to the shoulders of the patron. By these
means men of consequence m Twkey form parties,
which they often use for the furtherance of their
own ambitious views, or to repress those of their
rivals.

This business was hardly over when a letter came
to me from Macarius, patriarch of Antioch, praying
my attendance on him, inasmuch as he was very ill.
Exclusive of my readiness on all occasions to visit
sick people of the country, the patriaich was entitled
to my attendance on the score of oblipations owed to
him for having lent his house to Lady Hester, and
for having put the village of Abra under her control.
I rode over immediately to the monastery of St.
Saviour (Dayr Mkhallas) whete he 1esided ; but I had
been called in too late to be able to save him.

He had now been 1ll ninety-five days. His malady
had begun in an intermittent fever, which left him,
and was 1enewed in making his annual rounds through
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his diocese in the month of October. A violent pur-
gative remedy, administered to him by one Hanah
Zahér, a silversmith of Sayda, who was much i re-
pute as a doctor in the neighbourhood, had reduced
him to a state of great debihity, from which he never
recovered. His subsequent treatment had tended to
bring on a dropsical affection, the insidious appioaches
of which had not been strictly guarded agamst; and,
now that his dangerous state became too apparent,
Mailem Hanah Zahir had been dismissed, and my aid
was solicited.?

I found him under the influence of a medicine.which
had been administered as tinctme of bark, but which
was in fact an opate. His sister-in-law, Helayny, an
Egyptian woman, was supporting his pillow, and two
priests were fanning ham. There was much simphaty
m the appearance of his bed and room.

He died on the Friday followmng, at midnight, in
the arms of Tanfs, an old servant. As soon as the
breath was out of his body, he was dressed in his most
splendid robes, the mitre was placed on lus head, and
he was carried in an arm-chawr mto the chareh of the
monastery. From the time he became my patient I was
accustomed to ride over almost every day. On Thurs-
day I had lefs him m bed with no hope of 1ecovery.

« * Among the remedies which had been used to remove the
anasarcous swelling of Tus feet and legs were the actual cautery
on the instep and the application of pounded small white snails
(called 1n Arabic kalazony), m poultxcgs to lus feet.
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On Saturday, what was my surprise, on approaching
tlie monastery, to find a erowd of people assembled at
ihe chwich doors ; and, on entering it, to sce tho dead
patriarch sitting in a chail, with a erosier in his left
hand and the New Testament in his right, whilst an
incense-pan smoked by lis side. Prostrate, before
and around him, were men and women, some of whom
1chgiously approached the corpse, plucked a hair from
the beard, or kissed the hand.

Messengers had been sent to the bishops of Sayda,
Ace, Beyrout, and the other sces in the district.
Theodosins, bishop of Acre, happening to be at Bey-
10ut, artived about eleven in the morning just hefore
me, and was giving the necessary orders for the fune-
ral. T went into the room wheie he was. It is cus-
tomary for the Greek catholic chureh to embalm its
patriarchs : and this is generally done by the priests:
but, as the offensive smell, which continued to arise
from the last patiiarch, whose body was deposited
under the staircase in the chapel of Mar Elias, had
convinced me that little or no care was used by the
puests in doing it, I volunteered my serviees, which
were aceepted. I expected that some objection would
have been made on the score of my being a heietic;
but perhaps the priests weie glad to get rid of a pro-
cess so disagrecable to eyes unused to the dissection
of dead bodies. l

There was a receipt for preparing the drugs used in
embalming kept at the see, which was forthwith sent
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to Sayda to be made up.! The corpse was imme-
diately carried into a vault or cellar near the door of
the church, I was assisted by two peasants, who,
together with the monks, showed as much indecency
in the treatment of the body now hfeless as they had
manifested obsequiousness and servility to it when
breathing. I proposed that a flat table should be put
upon trestles (such being the bedsteads of the monks
themselves) to lay the corpse on: but therr reply was,
“ Why not on the ground#’ I asked for silk thread
to sew up the body: but they produced cotton, and
said that would do well enough. I required a sponge
and hot water - the latter they would not give them-
selves the trouble to bring, and the sponge they pro-
duced was as black as a coal. 'Who would be the
future patriarch, not what would become of the dead
one, was now all their consideration.

I opened the body. I removed each viscus, one by
one, observing the external phenomena only, fearing
to cut into them, lest the bystanders should speak of
it among the populace, and I get stoned. Not one
mouk would attend, each declaring that he could not
bear the sight. a lay biother came 1 once, to ask

! It was as follows —Aloes and myrrh i powder, three
paits pitch and frankincense, two parts Some fime subse-
~quently M Belzom observed, on my showing him this receipt,
that frankincense formed no part of the embalming powder
used by the Egyphans, 1t being forbidden by their rehgion
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‘
when the process wonld be over, and, hasving «tolen a
handkerchief, disappeared. The contents of the ab-
domen and chest being removed, I rubbed in the pow-
dered ingredients over the interior surface of theee
cavities just as one salts down meat  Then, stuffing
the whole with bran, T sewed up the body with the
usual stitch ; and. the thread being blue, the suture
looked neat, which was the principal thing that ex-
cited admuration in the peasants. 1 took out the
brains and filled the skull with powdeird drugs.
The integuments were then carefully drawn over and
sewed up.t  The body was afternards washed as clean
as I could do it; for the bystanders were extiemely
indifferent to my reproaches for their irreverent con-
duct,? and would afford me no assistance.

! In examining the head of a mummy opened by M. Belzom
at the Egyptian Muscum in Piccadilly. I mentioned to him the
wayin which I had extracted the bramns of the patmarch ; which
led to an exarmnation of the skull of the mummy before us, to
see 1f 1t were possible to find out by what means the Egyptians
extracted the brains previous to embalmmg. No division of the
scalp or inequality ofthe bone, asif 1t had heen foretbly opened,
could be discovered on any part of the head. There was no pas-
sage even for a probe up through the palate or the substance of
the sphenoidal bone, but the right nostril was Inrger than the left,
and, on mtroducing a crooked probe, I could carry it up into
the cavity of the skull, and I suspect that to have been the
opemng by which the bramn was extracted

* In this respeet the Mahometans arc exceedingly praces
worthy. A body, previous to mterment, is carcfully washed,

N
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Tixey now dressed the corpse in a pair of drawers, a
comb#z (or gown) of white silk, with gold tinsel running
hrough it; a mik band or cope, in the shape of a
1orse-shoe, which came over the shoulders from behind
ind reached to the ground, and a smaller one of the
inmekind overit,which two latter are episcopal emblems.
To the right side in fiont was suspended a square
board, covered with silk, resembling a dragoon’s
despatch bag. The mitre was then placed on his
head ; and the body, bemng tied in an arm-chair to
keop 1t erect, was carried mto the church, which was
lighted up for the mass of the dead. It was eight
o’clock in the evenmng, and I had been cmployed just
five hours. A great concourse of people was assembled
from the neighbouring villages. Not sure how some
of them might be disposed to consider my interference
in the 1elhgious rites of their church, I declined to
attend the service. On the following morning, I
mounted my horse, and rode back to Mar Elias.

I heard afterwards that, having been exposed to
the devout and curious all mght, he was buried the next
day, scated in an arm-chair, in a place excavated be-
neath the pavement of the chuich, which was well
done; for, in such an imperfect mode of embalming
as that just related (in wlich I had necessmily fol-
lowed the custom of the monks), there was no reason

[

and prepared for gomg to the grave with serupulous attention
to cleanliness.
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why @ corpse should not corrupt almost as soon as if
it had been left to natural decay.

Four patriarchs had now died within the last six
years. Agapius, after ruling his flock for twenty
years, was succeeded by Athanasius, who died, as has
been mentioned, at Mar Elias, a.weck or two before
Lady Hester took possession of that residence. 1lo
was succeeded by Ignatius, who was murdered by :
band of Grecks, set on by the heads of the Greek
church in and about the mountam, on account of his
exertions 1 converting the Greeks to the Catholic
persuasion. The death of the last has been just re-
lated. This rapid succession had, it was thought, re-
pressed the ambition of some of the bishops: and it
was the belief of many that both Athanasius and
Macarius had died of slow poison. In consequence of
this sutmse, I was mysteriously questioned by many
persons as to the appearances I had discovered in
opening the body.

Amongst those spoken of as likely to succeed to
the vacant digmty was Abfina (Father) Saba, now
superior of the monastery of Dayr Mkhallas  He had
been educated at Rome, where he remamed ien years,
and was well versed 1n theology and intrigue ; speak-
mg Itahian hike a native, and reputed of much learmng
in his own tongue. He was of a remarkable vivacity,
most simplein Ius habits, and of very entertaning dis-
oourso. so that Malem Haym, thebanker of Acre, would
often invite him to that city in order to enjoy his socicty.

LI
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It is true that a patriarch must be chosen from the
synod of bishops, and Saba was only a priest: but it
was thought that he would be preferred to a see, and
forthwith created head of the church.

To the astonishment of all persons, an obscure and
aged curate, an octogenarian, was selected. For
party disputes had run extiemely high, and the synod
not agreeing on any of those who were nominated, 1t
was thought best to elect one who could not 1emain
long ; whilst, 1 the interim, each party would have
time to strengthen its separate inteiests against a
succeeding contest

On the 27th of November, Signor Volpi left us.
About this time Mr. William Bankes, an English
gentleman, was 1eported to be on lis way from Egypt
to Syiia: and, as Lady Hester was well acquainted
" with him, she wrote to “St. Jean d’Acre to secure a
proper reception for him Winter now had set in;
we had returned to Abra for many weeks. The even-
ings generally were spent by Lady Hester in listening
to me, who read to her, or m regulating the manage-
ment of her household and stables, the whole of which
she took entirely on herself.

On the 5th of December, a lady, the daughter of
Milem Dubiny, my nearest neighbour, died in child-
birth.  Although her danger was evident to her
htisband and family for many hours previous to her
decease, no inducement could persuade them s1:6 call
in a physician or surgeon; for the Mahometans aie
80 averse to the nterference of men in cases of ‘mid-

>
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wifery, that a Christian, even if he were o inclined,
dares not oppose the reigning picjudice. I ought,
however, to remaik, that this is the only case of death
in labour that came to my knowledge during two yecard
that I resided near Sayda.

A cottage, in onoe of the gardens of Sayda, was
fitted up against the approach of spring for ILady
Ilester, in order that she mught occasionally ride
down to spend the day. It belonged to a Tk,
named Derwish-el Seghyr,® who was endowed with
gagacity cnongh to sce that the way to get well paid,
was to give satisfaction to his employer. ITence he
neglected no means of pleasing her lady<np: and the
unremitting attention of this man to her econ-
firmed her in the dislike she had long since concerved
to the Christians of the country. whom she ticated
with open contempt. This cottage was an exticmely
pleasing retreat : before the door was arow of hananas,
and some tall trees threw a delicious shade a1ound it.

A lad, about twelve years old, had been sent to
Lady Hester as an object of charity ; and as he spoke
Itahan very well, he was given to me for my sexvant.
His story was—that his brother had been forced to
embrace the Mahometan religion ; and that he, to
avoid the same fate, had been secietly sent away from
Caro, his native place. His name was Mosa. On
arriving in Syria, he had been kept for some months

! Derwish el Seghyr was an car-sucker! Ear-sucking 1s

practised m deafness, abscess of the cars, and n other com-
plamts of that organ,

L'
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in the monastery of the Franciscans at Jerusalem,
.where he had become apparently a very pious youth.

There had been no rain up to the 22nd of December,
since the month of May, with the exception of one
shower ; consequently the drought, in some parts,
was very distiessing. The first symptom was in the
unusual appearance of immense flights of birds, in
Axabic Zuttd. The flocks mm which they came were
truly terrific, covermng the sun hke a black cloud.
This unusual state of the weather called forth many
cjaculations from the mouths of the Mahometans as
they walked the stieets, and a fast of three days was
instituted for averting the evils which a continuance
of it must bring on.

I had procuied for Shaykh Ibrahim a copy of the
gospels ; also the Psalms of David, and the miracles of
St. Athanasius, all printed 1n Arabie on Mount Lebanon.
These I forwarded to him about tlus time, and in
return he sent me a ring, with my name engraved on
it in Arabic characters: but heie our correspondence
dropped until his death.

A person in the country, having got into his pos-
session a ceifain cure for the 1heumatism, was at a
loss how to use it. Being unable to get the duzections.
wlich were in Enghsh. translated into Aiabie, he
apphed at last to me; and I found that he had
obtaned from the master of a merchantman
“ Whitehead’s essence of mustmrd.” He was
astomished, when, at the bottom of my translation.



P TRAVILS OF

(relying on Dr. Paris’s assertion) I added an N.B.—
that there was yot an atom of mustard in the prepara-
tion : the delusion would have proved more agrecable
to him than the truth,

M. Beaudin was now frequently going to Aere
respeeting M. Boutins murder, and for ather schemes
which were constantly floating in Lady ester's
brain. e was also desired o put himself in readi-
nesy for a4 journcy by land to Igypt; and. on
Sunday, the 14th of January, departed for Acrc on his
road thither. Ile was accompanied by a little peasant
hoy, named Cabfr, who had been taken from tending
sheep into Lady Ilester’s service. and had become
a great favourite with her from his bold and indepen-
dent character; so that he wa< now permitted fo go
to Tgypt to sce a hittle of the world—-ecing Fgypt
being, in the eyes of the Syrians, about what going
to Paris is to an Englishman.

On the 29th of January, T was requested to give
agdistanco to a man attacked with hydrophobia, who
had been bitten some weeks before (I think five) by a
dog running by the sea-shore; it was suspeeted that
the dog was rabid, and he was pursued and killed ;
and the leg of Mohammed (that was the man’s name)
was enclosed in his recking skin, this being a cupposed
cure for the bite. The man died six days after the
symptoms manifested themselves. ITe appeared to De
about thirty-five years old. Tt was expected that I
should have suggested some remedy for a cure ; but I

rd
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had none to offer. I sat in the room with him for
about twenty minutes: a native doctor proposed ad-
ministering onions. The man tried in vain to swallow
a piece, and then some water, which he equally reject-
ed ; not. being so much terrified at the sight of it, for
he carried it to his mouth, as having a dread, appa-
rently, of the painful effort which he was compelled to
make in attempting to swallow anything. The season
of the year is the most remarkable part of this case.

On the 14th of February, I made a very agreeable
excursion fo the village of Garyfy, situate between
Abra and Dayr el Kamar, in a very r1omantic glen,
through which runs a niver that empties itself into the
Ewely. The vineyards and olive plantations around
Garffy are not to be exceeded in beauty or extent by
those of any other village of the mountain.?

On my arrival about sunset, I 10de straight to the
menzel, or room assigned for the reception of tra-
vellers, who are entertained at the expense of the
shaykh of the willage with a supper and night’s
lodging. My horse was taken to the adjoining stable.
On enterng the menzel, I found it to be a large,
square, paved 100m, with a fire in the centre, around
which were seated some poor travellers. I lighted
my pipe, and joined in conversation ; when, after

L]

! Near the village of Garyfy there is abundance of quartz
1ymg on the surface of the soil. This village is nearly m the
centre of Mount Lebanon,
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about ten minutes, I was told that the son of the
shaykh was coming to welcome me; and I was shown
into an adjoining room. A handsome young man
soon aftexwaids entered, whose name was Shems-ed-
Dyn. He very civilly gave me to understand that
he had often heard my name mentioned, and, for my
own sake, and for the sake of her ladyship, he was
bound to make my stay agrecable. Supper was
served up, which, after all his fine speeches, proved to
be a dish of pilau only. We then smoked our pipes,
and he left me to go to rest. I was here greatly tor-
mented by fleas.

On the following day, almost at daylight, his father,
an aged and venerable-looking Driize, came down to
see me, and we diank our coffee and smoked our
pipes under some fir-trees in front of the house, where
we overlooked the valley beneath. It appeared that
the Honowable Frederick Noith! had once paid a
visit here, with two other Englishmen, Mr. Gally
Kmght and Mr. Fazackerley. The object of my
visit was to make a purchase of wine, for which
Gar§fy was in repute. I went into several peasants’
houses, where I found jars, some four or five in a
row, each holding fiom eighteen to thuty-six gallons,
full of wine, and merely covered with a piece of board,

_roughly cut to the shape of the mouth, and luted with
clay. These they would bieak open, and lade out the
wine in a calabash, cut longitudinally, so as to repre-

! Afterwards Lord Guildford.
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sent a ladle, for me to taste. There was both red
and white; and, having purchased two ass-loads,
each ass carrying bwo goat-skins full, I departed from
Garyfy on the following morning.

I was much entertained with the conversation of
Shaykh Shems! and his father Beshyr. DBut the
greatest amusement was derived from a native of the
village, who had when young quitted the country with
a European priest, and spent twelve years at Rome;
having brought away, as the sum total of the benefit
derived fiom his travels, about as many words of
Ttalian, and the love of drink, which lus pre-
sent employment of taster allowed him fully to
gratify.

The wines of Mount Lebanon are rarely exported
to Europe, with the exception, occasionally, of a cask
of the golden wine, which is the growth of certain
villages, and is now and then sent by merchants to
therr correspondents. Lady Hester shipped a few
casks for England, as presents to two or three friends ;
but some of 1t souted on the voyage ; and that which
retained its taste had not flavour and body enough
for the chimate of Eugland. Yet, with proper pre-

1 When a person is named Shems, 1t docs not mean that he
bears simply that name. Shems-ed-dyn (or the sun of reli-
gion) is his tiue appellation. So no man n Turkey 1s com-
monly called Aladdin, or Ali-ed-dyn, as 1t should be written,

but Al only; and Aladdin, us name 1n full length, would be
mserted i wiiting only.
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paration, there are many wines which would ~uit the
Enghsh market as well as the wines of Sicily.

It was mnpossuble to mix m Fwmopean socicty in
Tripoli, Acie, o1 Sayda, without heating continual
lamentations on the low ebb to which the commerce
of the Levant with Europe had sunk. We have
only to look into the journals of travellers, who
visited these countries a century ago, to find them at
every town recording the hospitality of some English
merchant °  Aleppo had a flemislung factory, and
even maintained a chaplain and physician; and
several English houses of commerce existed at Lao-
dicen, 'J(rxpoh. Beyiout, Sayda, and Acre. But, for
some yeais before the Freneh revolution. tlus state
of prosperity lhad been manifestly declining, and
the commnodities formerly sought for 1 Tuihey were
Jbrought at a less expence from our colomes and by
other routes. The Fiench, howeve, still mamtamed
large establishments at all the above mentioned places,
and Marseilles was enriched by the Levant. Even
the coasting trade of Asia Minor, Sy1ia, and Egypt,
was performed by French vessels, and called the
caravan tiade. A master of a meichant vessel would
sail from Marseilles, Toulon, Cctte, or some one of the
ports of Provence or Languedoe, and would 1emam
two or three or more yea1s at a time in the Turkhish
seas, until he had made a considerable sum for his
owners and himself, when he would 10twin home for
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awhile, and again make anotlier'vgyage with the same
views. - oo ’

When -the French revolution broke out, and war
was declared botween England and France, the Eng-
lish eruizers in the Mediterranean “rendered it im-
possible for the French merchant-ships to traveise
that sea; and the factors of that nation at Acre,
Sayda, and Aleppo, found themselves so utterly
ruined, that many were obliged to descend to occu-
pations for which they were never intended, to save
themselves from want. To this might be added the
vexations of ‘Ahmed Pasha, el Gezzir, of Acre,
who indulged himself in a singular hatred'and per-
secution of the French who dwelt in his pashalik.

Upon the "restoration of Louis XVIIL tfo the
throne of his ancestors and the pacification of Europe,
many of the old captains resumed the Levant trade,’
but without any great success. Formerly, the ex-
ports consisted in raw silk, cotton, gall-nuts, scam-
mony, drugs, wax, old copper, wool, &ec.; but, in
1815, tho few French houses which had attempted to
revive the trade had hitherto shipped nothing bui
cotton, a little wheat, and some drugs. With regard
to England, I think I may affirm that scarcely a
single vessel had gone to that country direct, freighted
from Cyprus or Syria. Several reasons were assigned
for this. One was, as I have said above, that the
articles derived heretofore from the Levant were now

obtained from a different quarter of the globe; a

YOL. I11. o
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recond, that the restrictions of the Levant Company
were oppressive ; a third, that there was unusual risk
ineurred, in long quarantines, by exposure of goods
to damp and rot in the quarantine houses ; and that
much inconvenience arose from the necessity of em-
ploying hireling interpreters,® by which ways were
opened for cheating,and for collusion between the native
merchants and the interpreter; whilst constant dan-
ger attended the vessels and crews from the insccurity
of the ports and the frequency of the plague.

At the time that this was written, the imports
most saleablo were said to be hardwares, American
coffee (which the natives mixed with Mocha coffee in
adulteration, or sold separately as a cheap article),
sugar, cloth, Enghsh piinted cottons, muslins, fire-
arms, watches, Geneva jewelry, peppas, cochineal,
indigo, lead, iron, tin, French earthenwaie, Gorman
glass, &e.

It is to be observed that, so totally does the sale
depend, especially in articles of jewely, fire-arms,
and Manchester goods, on an adaptation to the tasie
and usages of the people, that no person who has not
resided among them can judge what is saleable mer-
chandize; for example, the best duelling pistols,
brown barrelled, and unornamented, without knobs at
the ends of the stocks, would not fetch five pounds;
whilst a brace of trumpery pistols, made by the di-

1 In 1815, there was not in all Syria a factor (unless the
English consul may be styled onc) who spoke English.

[4
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rection of a person who knew what the Turks fancied
would sell for treble that sum: yet, with this ex-
ception, one general rule with them is to prefer solid
to fancy goods.

I did not hesitate to ask shaykh Shems many
questions 1especting his religion. From him I was
confirmed in the received opinion that Hakem by
Omrhu was the founder of their sect, and beyond this I
could get no new light. But it was evident that he
had read with attention the Bible and New Testament,
and was as well versed in the Koran as the Mahome-
tans themselves.

' My neighbour, Méilem Dubény, had two daughters,
Tuckly and Haneh; the eldest, Tuckly, was about
seventeen years old. As I was a doctor, and an old
friend, I was admitted into the family upon all occa-
sions, and the young ladies were suffered by their
mamma to remain when I entered the room, and
would sit down by me unveiled. Tuckly was grave
and majestic, and of dazzling beauty, her skin being
of a higher polish than 1 had ever seen: Hanch, on
the contrary, was a laughing girl, with large black
eyes, lips somewhat thick, but as red ascoral. and all
the decorum which custom required of females before
men could searcely keep down her natural vivacity.

I had at this time a patient from Aleppe, named
Glbracl el Anbury, a merchant, who had brought a
létter of introduction to me from Mr. Baker, our
Consul at that place. With him came his nephew, a

02
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young man about twenty-three or twenty-four years
of age, who had resolved on demanding one of Milem
Dubdny’s daughters in marriage. As he never was
permitted to see cither, of course he could only judge
by report as to the respective merits of the two. His
go-betweens were a female cousin, who lived at Sayda,
and his uncle, a respectable priest, hiving at Sayda
also, both of whom (for priests have the privilege
of entering the harfms) weie in habits of intimacy
with Dubfiny’s family. They united in extolling
Haneh, the youngest, and Hanch was finally de-
manded 1 marriage.

But there is & custom among the Levantines of
never allowing a younger sistor to marry before an
clder! In the marriage of Milem Surfr, the Dritish
consul at Damictta, to the second daughter of Batrus
Anhiry of Mount Lebanon, this custom was violated,
it is t1ue, inasmuch as he took the younger, the elder
being yet unmarried. But this was considered as
conduct worthy of blame in the father, and he was
said to have been induced to do so from the fear of
losing 80 good a match in his family. Méilem Dubdny,
therefore, refused his consent, It must be observed
that the Benat Dubfiny (or the Mirses Dubfiny)
were never consulted ; and the father, whilst relating
to me the negociations which had taken place, suffered
Ins daughters to listen to the conversation, withotut

!« And Laban said, 1t must not be so done in our country,
to give the younger before the first born.” Genesis, xxvi. 29.

L8
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tmagining for & moment that his omnipotent decrees
could ever excite a murmur in their bosoms.

Young Anhiiry was, therefore, driven to take Tuckly
or neither. But it had been whispered to him by Ius
matronly cousin, that she suspected Tuckly was of a
complexion too much lke alabaster to be in sound
health, and that she was well assured that something
was wrong in her constitution, as my lady’s doctor
had been prescribing for her. This wastrue; althongh
the cousin’s alarin was groundless as to anything seri-
ously faulty in the state of her health, for she was
possessed of an excellent frame of body. One day,
therefore, Anhiiry, the nephew, called on me, and, after
many 10undabout questions, asked me what I thought
of Miss Tuckly, and I, as in truth I might, eulogized
her in the discreetest manner I could.

The following day, when visiting Mélem Dubfny,
he, in his turn, interrogated me whether I was not of
opinion that bad eyes argued bad humours in the con-
stitution, and whether Mr. Anhiuy did not seem to me
to have bad eyes. Here, too, I endeavoured to say
nothing that might hurt the young man's suit; but
Milem Dubiny was so often 1ccwring to the sore
eyes of Aphiy, that ho persuaded himself a person so
afllicted could not have healthy children; and the
suitor was finally dismissed.

" Will it, after this, be thought wonderful that there
should bo a purity of blood in the different races of
people in Syria and other parts of the East. unknown
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to Northern climates, when so slight a motive as {his
could cause a young man, 1ospectable, 1ich, and comely,
to bo rejected ?

I cannot dismiss tho subject of Dubfiny and his
family without saying a fow words on an incident in
his life, which cxplains the meaning of the term
arany, a word that has been adopted into the English
and French languages, by travellers in the Levant, to
express the extortion of money on fiivolous prefexts.
Milem Dubfiuy acquired his hitle fortune in Ig) pt,
and, whilst a ressdent merchant there, was, with cight
others, made the subject of an arany, under the
followmg ciicumstances, during the reign of Mirad
Bey. He was reputed rich ; and the bey, desirous of
appopriating a portion of his wealth to himself, was
not long in inventing a crime whereof to accuse
him.

There was a place in Damietta, which had been
used as a French chapel 3 and, after the evacuation of
tho Fiench, some fow persons, Greek Catholics, wero
accustomed to resort to 1t, to worship, It had beneath
it a dwelling or magazine, used by some Mahometans.
One day an officer of justice seized on Mélem Dubdny,
and huiied him to piison, where he found himself in

» company with seven others, his acquaintances, and
respectable merchants liko himself. They were accused
of having smd prayers over the Turks’ heads, which
was construed into an arrogation of superiority ; and
of having heard mass in the French chapel, without a
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firman from the Porte, authorising them so to do;
for which offences they were ordered to pay eighty
thousand piasters among them, or about £500
each.

They naturally protested.their innocence of the
charge, and that they had not such a sum at their
command ; and, peisisting in therr assertions, they
were taken out and bastinadoed, fen pair each’. They
were then remanded to prison, and given to under-
stand that this was only a prelude to what would
follow, if they did not produce the money During
‘this time, although in confinement, they were treated
with much attention. Their meals were as good as if
at home. Coffee and pipes were regularly served to
them, and the domestics stood before them, with
crossed hands 1n the attitude of respect. At last, being
threatened with a second bastinadoing more severe than
the first, they raised the fine, and, having paid it, were
hiberated with a polite message from Mitirad Bey, that
they might now go and hear mass if they pleased,
and not fear any molestation from him. But they did
not think it advisable to expose themselves to be
beaten and avanized a second time.

In the middle of March of this year, Lady Hester
received information that Miss Wilhams, a young
person strongly attached to her, had ventured from
‘Malta to Cyprus, in a vessel alone, on purpose to
join her Miss W, owed her education and the care of

! Two blows, one on each foot, make a pair.
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her younger years to the protection of Mr. Pitt. Lady
Hester afterwards took her near her person, and she
left England with her ladyship in 1810.

At Malta she found her sister married to an officer
of the commissariat, with whom, at Lady Hester’s
departure from that island, she remaned ; but her
attachment was so great to her protectress, that, after
residing at Malta four years, she determined to follow
her into the East. She accordingly embarked on board
an Iialian merchant-vessel, and alone braved the
hazards of a voyage which proved particularly dis-
tressing ; for the autumnal gales were so violent that
the ship sprung a dangerous leak, and the captam was
obliged to put imto Rhodes to refit. Here Miss
‘Williams remained two or three months, whilst the
ship, which was found to be much damaged, under-
went a thorough repair.

They sailed from Rhodes at the commencement of the
new year. The captain, named Fanuggia, was a man
of violent language and conduet; so that his crew,
which was eomposed of very bad subjeets, mutinied.
The two parties came to blows more than once ; and
Miss Williams, oppressed with sea-sickness, and lying
in her cot, from which she was unable to move, often
heard upon deck the elashing of swords, and thought
every moment that murder was perpetrating. At
length .they reached Cyprus, where some of the crew
were putnto prison ; and, other men being shipped,
they crossed to Beyrout, in the middle of March.
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Here Miss Williams landed, after a voyage of three
months and a half, and was entertained by Mr. Lau-
rella, the British agent, until recovered from her
fatigue, Mrs. Fry was sent immediately to her, to
instruct her how she was to dress herself—how wear
her veil in travelling—and how conduct herself in this
new world. About the 10th of March, she loft Bey-
rout, escorted by Mr. Laurella, and I went to meet
them on the road.

The day was exceedingly fine and warm. I was
riding along in the wash of the sea; and, the sands
being broad hereabout, there was a mirage playing
along them, which seemed somewhat to lift objects
above the ground and to confuse them. I had passed
several small parties of travellers; and, tired of look-
ing at what was coming, I let the bridle fall on my
mare’s neck, and began to muse on the effects of my
long residence in Syria. When first I entered the
country, had I undertaken a day’s journey in any
direction, it would have been thought necessary to
have with me an interpreter, a janissary, and a mule
or two for my baggage. My bed would have been
indispensable, and my portmanteau loaded with the
numerous articles which a European carries along
with him Now I was alone, a fowling-piece, lying
across my saddle-bows, was my only protection; I,
°my own interpreter ; 1 had no bed but my cloak ; and
all the articles of my dressing-box were reduced to a
comb for my beard, and my tooth-brushes, which

0b
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generally I concealed from the view of Mahométan
natives, lest the materials, being of hog’s huistles,
should render me unclean in their eyes. And this is
the unincumbered way in which everybody travels in
Turkey.

A mile or two beyond the river Damdr T met them.
Mutual salutations having been exchanged, I turned
back with the party. We stopped to sleep at Nebby
Yunez. Whilst at supper, a circumstance occurred,
which must have scemed somewhat extraordimary to
a new comer. Mr. Laurella’s servant had furniched
the provision basket, but had neglected to put up a
candlestick ; and such tlungs are not to be met with
m Turkish caravanseries. where oil is generally
burnt. He therefore invented a substitute: cutting
off the crown of a loaf of bread, part of our meal,
and, making a hole in the erumb with his finger,
he stuck the candle in it Miss Willams stared
m astonishment.

The next day wo resumed our journey, and about
noon reached Mar Elias. Lady Hester was very
sensible to this mark of attachment on the part of
Miss Williams. It was shortly afterwards, although
T neglected to note down the day, that Mr. W. J.
Bankes! came to Mar Elias. Lady Hester had been
long in expectation of him. Of all the travellers who

! In 1824, mepber of parliament for the Umiversity of

Camhridee
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had passed that way previously for many months, he
was the only one who could give her any news of her
friends and acquaintance. When he arrived, he was
lodged at Mar Elias. A day or two afterwards, I
took him on a two days’ tour round by Meshmishy,
Gezyr, and Gebdi, three villages on the heights of
Mount Lebanon, situated so romantically that Mr.
Bankes professed not to have seen any thing like them
elsewhere.

On another occasion, I accompanied him to Dayr
Mkhallas, to see the monastery, and to make the
acquaintance of Abina Siba. the superior or rais.
In going, Mr. Bankes’s horse, probably unused to our
mountain tracks, slipped up on Is side on a rock,
and it was a fortunate escape for that gentleman that
he received no hart. ’

‘When Mr. Bankes had favoured me with a sight
of the drawings which he had made in his progress
through Egypt and Syria, I conceived him to be a fit
person to lead to the sepulchre discovered at Abu
Ghyas, as has been related, since he could copy the
paintings, and thus preserve a memorial of a valuable
monument of antiquity. I accordingly provided a
couple of peasants and some tapers, and took him to
the spot.

The paintings appeared to him of considerable ex-
«cellence, and he made two large drawings of them.
Mr. Bankes, when in Italy, bad seen paintings m
fresco removed from the walls entire, and he concerved
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that ho could pursue the same method with these.
T witnessed with regret his preparations and suceess
in removing two, because I feared that succceding
travellors would blame tho act: and yet, on the other
hand, two such picces of antiquity would be highly
esteemed in England, and I knew that an idle boy or
a fanatic Turk might destroy them for ever, if left
where they were.

Mr. Bankes left Mar Elias immediately afterwards
for Dayr el Kamar, to pay a visit to the emir Bechyr.
He had brought with him from Egypt a renegado
Ttalian in the Albanian costume, who acted as his in-
terpreter. As a private soldicr is not a proper person
to come into the presence of people of rank, Mr.
Bankes was advised to obtain the services of M.
Bertrand in Ins interview with the prince, which he
did. They proceeded to Btedyn, the emir’s resi-
dence. After visiting the emir, Mr. Bankes pursued
his journey, and M. Bertrand returned to Sayda.

Soon after Mr. Bankes's departure, we heard that he
had made an attempt, in the month of April, to go to
Palmyra, but had failed Lady Hester had told him
how many difficulties he would have to encounter in
the passage of the Desert, unless he went under the
escort of the Bedouin Arabs; and, to secure him a
favourable 1eception from them, she offered him letters
of mtroduction to Muly Ismael of Hamah and to

Nasar, son of Mahannah; sohating him likewse, for
Ius own sake, and for the sake of his parents, who
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would lay much to her charge, should any misfortune
happen to him, which a prudent foresight on her part
might have prevented, to take as a guide her servant,
Pierre, who had already been twice into the Desert,
and was personally known to all the Arabs  But Mr.
Bankes seemed inclined to trust to his own resources
and management, which had hitherto brought him thus
far in safety: and unwillingly accepted both the
letters and the man.’

1When Lady Hester was in the Desert, she entered into an
arrangement with the emir and his son Nasar, that, whatever,
person applied to them for a passage to Palmyra, and made
use of her name without being furmshed with a letter from
her, such a one was no friend of hers Of those who pro-
duced letters from her she wished them to understand there
mmght be two classes, who would be distingunished by a double
seal or single seal “If there comes to me,” smd Lady
Hester, a great man, on whom I can rely, and whose word you
may trust as my own, who wants to live among you, to see
your mock fights or a camel killed and eaten, to ride on a
dromedary m lis housings, &c, I will send him with two
seals: but if it be another sort of person, I will send him with
one”

Lady Hester had mentioned this conversation to Mr. Bankes
‘When therefore Mr. Bankes was furnished with a letter by her
Jadyship, curious to know under which denommation he was
sent, he caused lus letter tobe read to him by a man at Hamah,
a stranger whom he accidentally met; and, finding that there
‘vas but one seal, and that he was mentioned neither as a prince
nor nobleman, he would not present 1t

Some persons, who heard of this, went so far as to say that
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Soon after Mr. Bankes’s departure, I had one night
retired to bed in my cottage, when I heard the
trampling of horses near my door, with a talking, as
of persons who wore strangers. To this succeeded a

Lady Hester wanted to shut people out of the Desert; but it
must be evident that all she wanted was not to compromise
herself

So much was Mr. Bankes's pride hurt by this adventure that,
when finally he had achieved his journey to Palmyra, he left
Lady Hester’s letters with Mr. Barker, as a deposit,—~to show
(he smd) that her mnfluence had nothing to do with Ius getting
thither.

Arnved at Hamab, he neither dchvered theletters to Muly
Ismacl and to Nasr, nor suffered Pierre to remamm with him;
but, having met there the Pasha of Damascus, Hafiz Al, who
showed Inm great aivility and wrote to the Bedowmns to recom-
mend him to their protection, he set off with lus customary
guard, the renegado Albaman. He was arrested in Ins progress,
at the Beliz mountamn, by Shaykh Nasar, who demanded of
him who be was, and whither he was gomg. Mr Bankes in-
van smd that the pasha would pumsh those who molested him.
Nasar required of him a vast sum of money, as the price of hus
passage, and, on Mr Bankes's refusal, conducted him back to
Hamah, without doing him any harm. Mr Bankes afterwards
made a second attempt, which also was not attended with com-
Plete success Hearng that Sir William Chatterton and Mr.
Leslie were on their way to Hamah, he waited some tume for
them, but, eager to effect his purpose, he at last departed alone,
having agreed to pay 1,100 piasters (£45 sterhng) On his
arnval at Palmyra, Hamed, another son of Mahannah, msisted*
on having an additional present, and, on Mr. Bankes's refusal,
imprisoned him. It was also smd that Mr. Bankes was forced to
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knocking, and then a parley with my servant: the
result of which was that a voice, in English, made
known that it was Mr Buckingham, who was
bending his way to the monastery, where he had been
expected some days, yet was afraid to present him-
self, as it was so late. Finding, however, on looking
at my watch, that it was only two in the morning,
and knowing that Lady Hester was seldom in bed at
that hour, I urged him to go on, which he did.

On the morrow I found him safely housed. Mr.
Buckingham’s Turkish dress became him, and he
looked very much like a Mahometan. Lady Hester
found much pleasure in his conversation, and detained
him until the 18th of April.

As soon‘as Mr. Buckingham was gone, Lady
Hester, who had deeply reflected on the then recent
events which had anew convulsed Europe, gave vent
to her mdignation in a letter which is couched in such
energetic language as to be worthy of standmg as a
pay thirty ékliks to be permutted to copy an mscription over

the gate of the Temple of the Sun* but Nasar restored the
money to Mr. Bankes onlus return to Hamah,

Some time before this, a rupture had taken place between Lady
Hester and Mi. Bankes, and, on Mr. Bankes's writing to me a
request that, 1n ease of going to England, I would take charge
of a tm box containing some of s drawings and hs fresco
pamntings, both which were still at Mar Elias, Lady Hester ad-
Vised me to have nothing to do with them, but to transmt them

to him, which I dud, with an excuse on the score that the trust
was too great.
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record of her opinions on men, whom, perhaps; she
had a better opportunity of knowing than most per-
sons of her times.

Lady Hester Stankope to the Marquis (afterwards Duke) of
Buckingham.

Mount Lebnnon, April 22, 1816.
My dear Cousin, .

For years, m writing to you, I have been silent on politics.
but as 1t is probable that this letter will reach you, I avail
myself of this opportumty tc give you my real opmrons.

You cannot doubt that a woman of my character, and (I
presume to say) of my understanding, must have held m con-
tempt and aversion all the statesmen of the present day, whose
unbounded ignorance and dupliaty have brought -run on
France, have spread their own shame through all Europe,
and have exposed themselves not only to the mdicule but to
the curses of present and future generations One great
mind, one single enlightened statesman, whose virtues had
equalled Ius talents, was all that was wanting to effect, at this
unexampled period, thé welfare of all Europe, by taking ad-
vantage of events the most extraordmnary that have ever
occurred m any era. That moment is gone by an age of
terror and perfidy has succeeded. Hormble events Wil take

Pplace, and those who find themselves farthest from the scenes
which will be acted may consider themselves the most
fortunate.

Cease therefore to torment me I will not ive mn Europe,
even were I, m flymg from it, compelled to beg my bread
Once only will T go to France, to see you and James, but only
that once T wall not be a martyr for nothmg The grand-
daughter of Lord Chatham, the mece of the illustrious Pitt,
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feels ilerself blush, as she writes, that she was born m Eng-
land—that England, who has made her accursed gold the
counterpoise to justice; that England who puts weeping
humamty in irons, who has employed the valour of her
troops, destmed for the defence of her national honour,
as the mstrument to enslave a free-born people; and who
has exposed to mdicule and humhation a monarch who
might have gamed the good will of his subjects, if those
mtnguing Enghsh had left him to stand or fall upon his own
merits.

What must be, if’ he reflects, the feelings of that monarch’s
mind? but 1t 18 possible that his soul 1s too pure to enable
him to dive into the views of others, and to see that he has
merely been thewr tool. May Heaven mspire lnm with the
sentiments of Henry the Fourth, (a name too often profaned)
who would have trod the crown under Ins feet rather than
have recerved 1t upon the conditions wath which your friend
has accepted it !

You will tell me that the French army—the bravest troops
in the world, they who have made more sacrifices to thermr
national honour than any others~—would not hsten to the
voice of reason. and you think T shall behieve you. Never!
If an mdividual, poor and humble hke myself, knows how to
make an impression (as I have done) upon thousands of wild
Arabs, mithout even bearing the name of chieftain, by yield-
g somewhat to their prejudices and by mspiring confidence
m my mtegrity and sincenity, could not a king—a lemtimate
king—gwide that army, to which he owed the preservation of
lus power, to a just appreciation of therr duty® Without
doubt he could, and would have done too, if he hadbeen left
free to act. 'What wasto be expected from men, naturally n-
censed at the interference of those who, for twenty-five years,
were held up totheir minds as their bitterest enemes, but that
which has happened? In a word, never did tyrant, ancient or
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were swarms of locusts, which came to add to the dis-
tress in which the country was then plunged from the
unusual drought of the season. The locusts first
showed themselves in the middle of March, and flew
chiefly along the border land between the mountains
and the sea, forming a swarm of some miles in length.
They would have gone onward, but the north wind
happened to set in, and blew so strongly that, when
they came to a'point of land a few miles north of
Sayda, past which there was no screen from the wind,
they could not advance any farther; for once on
the wing, so slight of body are they, that, whichever
way the wind blows, they are carried irresistibly with
it. .

The poor husbandman slept for a few hours, and, on
waking, found a track of stalks where lately he left a
corn-field in full blade. Winter seemed suddenly to
have succeeded spring, so completely were the trees
and fields stripped of their verdure.

Locusts on the wing can be compared to nothing so
well as a fall of snow. Their swarms obscure the air
in just the same manner and as far as the eye can
reach.

About this time news was brought that Her Royal
Highness Caroline Princess of Wales had landed at
Acre. Lady Hester had heard many weeks before of
*her approach, and, not intending to come in contact
with her, had given out that she had meditated for
some time past a journey to Antioch, and was resolved
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to put it in execution this summer. Preparafions
and arrangements had therefore begun as early as the
month of May ; and she had written to Mr. Barker,
British consul at Aleppo, to meet her at Antioch, for
the purpose of settling their banking accounts and other
marters. Many persons thought it an instance of great
rashness on the part of Lady Hester to go into a dis-
trict inhabited entirely by Ansérys, a race which had
lately seen such mischief accruing to it at her instiga-
tion, on account of M. Boutin’s assassination.

Lady Hesters preparations for her departure were
now so far advanced that the vessel in which she in-
tended to sail had been hired. I know not whether
her ladyship had any reason, other than the mere pro-
bability of such a thing, for believing that Her Royal
Highness would extend her journey towards Sayda;
but, as she had resolved not to remain herself at Mar
Elias to await the result of the princess’s movements,
it was thought proper that I should do so, to offer
her such accommodations and entertainment as the
monastery could afford. Miss Williams was left for
the purpose of household arrangements, and Hangfy,
the black slave, hkewise stopped behind; probably
to prevent her from forming an aequaintance with
o fanatic a people as the Antiochian Mahometans,
who hold it to be a sin for any believer to be bought
and kept in servitude by a Christian. Lady Hester
furnished me with a letter of introduction to Her
Royal Highness; and desired me to go and meet



LADY HESTER STANHOPE. 313

Royal Highness in the House of Lords, in 1820,
under the n. 1e of Afdm: for there is no place called
Atm on the road from Acre to Nazareth, and none
the sound of which comes so near it as Omar. Here
her Royal Highness made her first station. As, m so
large a cavaleade, composed of so many persons ignorant
of Arabie, therewas necessarily much confusion, it
happened that one of her Royal Highness’s trunks,
containing effects she would have been unwiling to
lose, was stolen hereabouts. No sooner was 1t missed,
than Signor Catafago set his people to work to discover
the thief. This is not very difficult in a country,
where, between town and town, or between village and
village, there are no single houses, no extensive forests,
and few places of concealment, excépt caverns, to issue
from or return to ; and where a single individual, not
present at the customary evening conversation of lus
neighbours, would necessarily be compelled, from the
usual interrogatories of his friends, to assign a sufficient
reason for his absence. Signor Catafago 1mmediately
sent for the bailiffs of the village, and told them that,

if the trunk were not produced forthwith, the village

should be avanized. This is a common way of finding

outa delinquent : for the peasants, rather than suffer in

their own pockets, will soon discover the offendeis and

bring them to justice. Accordingly, on the following

morning, Signor Catafago was told that the trunk would

be found lying m a cavern by the side of the road.
YOL. 1II, P
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it impossible to kecp him. 1 took him, therefore,
before the cadi of Sayda, to whom I made known the
kindnesses which had been wasted on this ungrateful
fellow. I dwelt particularly on hig habits of druuhen-
ness, which were hardly pardonable in any one, more
especially in a Mahometan ; and I then begged, in Lady
Hester's name, that he might be shipped off to
Egypt, his own country, by the fiist opportunity.
This was done. is loose habits there biought on a
repetition of his cough ; and he finally died of phthisis.
I discovered afterwards that this man had acted as
sheriff’s officer at Alexandria on the occasion of an
exceution of a thief, who was hanged by the English
from the top of the gateway that overlooks the paiade.
What would the Duke have thought, if he had known
that one of his grooms was a hangman !

On the 26th of July I had an attack of fever,
which, however, left me in four days; but I felt feeble
for some time afterwards. At the commencement of
this fever I happened to have taken an emetic, and
was under its influence, when a holy father was an-
nounced to me. He proved to be Father Nicholas, a
friar of the order of St. Fiancis, who had resided for
many years at Zeluma, a village on the very summit
of Mount Lebanon ; wheie, in the midst of tho Diizes
and some Christian families, he enjoyed such consider-
ation as his convivial qualities entitled him to. Fe an-'
nounced himself as the envoy of the Emiry (feminine for
cmur) Meleky by name, sister to the Emir Hyder, who,
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ha.v'ing run the gauntlet through all the medical practi-
tioners of Syria for some female complaint with which
she was afflicted, now wished me to undertake her cure.

1 entertained the jovial friar until the next morn-
ing, as well as my sick state of body would permit
me, and then dismissed hum with a letter to the
princess, excusing myself on the score of ill health.

Monsieur Taitbout, the French consul at Sayda,
had been superseded by Monsieur Ruffin, son of a
gentleman at Constantinople, who had, on one occa-
gion, held for a short time the situation of chargg
d’affaires of the French government to the Porte Mon-
sieur Ruffin arrived about this period. He wasaccom-
panied by Madame Ruffin, a Parisian, who expressed
much disgust at the want of gallantry to the ladies
which so strongly maiked the Levantine manners.

On the 28th of July Miss Williams fell ill, as it
seemed, fiom excessive heat. The customary heat of
the climate had received an adventitious augmenta~
tion from the great drought which had parched up the
soil. The spring, which usually supphed the con-
vent with water, was dried up. Peasants were-seen
transporting their sacks of corn from places ten or
twenty miles distant, to be ground at the water-mills
on the river Ewely, where the stream had yet power
to turn the wheels : for, in most places, even the rivers
htd ceased to flow. Wheat had become exceedingly
dear ; and in Abra the peasants ate barley bread.

It had been an annual custom, with the bishops and
patriarchs who had made Mar Elias their residence,
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to colebrate the festival of that saint by a solemn mass
at the chapel of the convent. Lady Hester had found
that she could not dispense with this practice ; and,
accordingly, on the 2nd of August, the pessantry of
the mneighbouring villages and many persons from
Sayda were seen flocking into Abra and spreading
their carpets on the village green, for bivouacking pre-
paratory to the morrow. Tn the morning, mass was
saad 3 upon which occasion the priest collected from a
farthing to twopence or threepence from each indi-
vidual ; and if he made ten piasters by the festival he
considered himself well paid.

These festivals, as I have said before, are looked
upon by the villago girls and young men as fairs are
in England, and arc attended often with consequences
as pernicious to their morals.

On the 1st of August it was reported that some
Nablisians (Samaritans), compelled by the dearth
which prevailed throughout the southern district, had
resoited to robbery and plunder foy subsistence, and
were then marauding in Ahlym-el-Kharab, within &

- few leagues of us. Upon more stiict inquiry, I found, -
however, that they were 1ather to bo denominated 2
aang of horse and ass stealors, as they hitherto had
confined their depredations to the brute species. 1,
nevertheless, thought it necessary to use more than
common vigilance, knowing that Lady Hester’s
bountiful conduct on several occasions had caused her
to pass for a person extremely rich. And as the
common people of the country conceived all riches to
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be either such as are in possessions or in solid cash,
they concluded that chests of gold were locked up in
the convent

I, therefore, resolved to transfer my bed to the
convent ; and I appointed one of the servants to watch
on the roof of the chapel, where he could, mn the still-
ness of the night, hear the footsteps or voices of persons
prowling about.

On the 4th of August, I rode over to Muktarah, the
palace of the Shaykh Beshyr, to see his wife, who wasill.

Wit e

PALACE OF THE SHAYKH BESHYR

I autived early in the afternoon; but, as it was
* now Ramazéin, and the shaykh, although a Drize,
chose to keep that fast, he was still 1n bed. Before
sunset he quitted s 100m, and at sunset I dined
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with him. As his manner of living accords more
with the primeval simplicity of the Arabians than
what is practised in towns, it will not be amiss to
describe the meal.

About four o’clock, it being now the hottest part of
the year, the servants began to throw pails of water
over the paved court, which occupied the centre of the
lower rooms of the palace, and from which there was,
on one side, which was open, a beautiful and extensive
view of tho adjoining mountains. In the midst of this
watering tho shaykh appeared, dressed in a silk
kombdz, or tunic, and a lemon-coloured jubay, or cloth
mantle: for he loved finery and bright colours, which,
it appeared to me, these mountaineers generally do.
Whilst the watering was going on, he walked about
m the wet, barefoot, to enjoy the cooling and refresh-
mg sensation. Persons who had business, smitors, com-
plainants, &e., formed a large ring round him. Calling
thege to him, one by one, he discussed and despatched
therr affairs whilst walking. I stood by, as alooker-on.

This scone continued until sunset. He then washed
his feet and hands, and wo sat down to dinner. I
was on the shaykh’s left hand. The dinner was very
plontiful, the dishes of oxcellent flavour; and unlike
the nanner of the Turks, they were all put on at
ouce. The shaykh selected a fow good moisels with
his fingers, and placed them on my plate. We ate®
with our fingers, or with box-wood spoons, the handles
tipped with coral. "We were six in party, and each,
when he had done, rose, and removed to the carpet
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spread out for sitting, where a servant brought him
water and a basin, and he washed his mouth and
hands, with much soaping of the beard, gargling of
the throat, and rinsing of the mouth ; all which are
recerved usages. The shaykh, in the mean time, kept
his seat ; and, as one guest moved off, desired another to
take his place. These consisted of his secretaries:
but, when they had done, the very servants, who
had waited on us, were told by the shaykh to sit
down, and they too dined—Giovanni, my servant,
among the rest. All this was done with much de-
corum, and little or nothing was said during eating.
When every one had finished, the tinned copper tray
was hifted off; the heptangular stool, or low table, on
which it had stood, was carried away; the spot was
swept, and in a few minutes there were no traces of
dinner to be discovered, excepting in the occasional
eructations of the shaykh and of some others, who
made no scruple of giving a free escape to the gas
bubbles from their overcharged stomachs. We then
smoked our pipes, that of the shaykh being of jessa-
mme wood, and about ten feet long. The shaykh
then resumed the transaction of business, which,
during Ramazin, is chiefly done in the first part of
the might. An hour before sunrise another meal is
gerved up, and rest is taken in the day-time to 1elieve
the ennui of fasting.

Being now reheved from the effects of my ride,
I was taken to the harym to see the shaykh's wife,

P5
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my patient. The entrance to the harym, or the
women’s side, was by so circuitous a way, that it
took up ten minutes to arrive at her chantber, which
wis at the very top of the palace. We entered on a
tervace paved with coloured stones, in the centre of
which was a cirenlar basin, with a fountain in the
middle. On the side fronting the entrance was a dome,
supported by four pillars, painted in lively colours,
and not without taste. Under it the women would
sit in the day-time, and overlook the courtyard below,
where all the busy scene, of cavaliers and men on foot,
was open to their view. One side of the terrace had
a large saloon, the other an alcove, with an open divan
hetween two roomns, in one of which was the fair Drize,
sittingup in bed, dressed, and with hor horn on her head,
which the Drdze women never lay aside, up or in bed.

I was much struck with her beauty, aud with a
pair of rosy cheeks on a very fair and clear skin,
which looked very little like a person in ill health.
I way somoewhat surprised at finding that the person
in waiting was the wife of Jahjah Atmy, our former
host at Meshmashy., Coftfee and a narkily were
brought to e, and, whilst smoking, her case was
examined. I left her, and vetired to rest, saw her
the next morning, and then departed for Abra, where
I arrived about eight at night.

My servant-boy, Musa, tired of work, had col-
trived, during my absence, to excite the pity of a
woman travelling to Tyre, to whom ho told a story
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of his wish to return to his distressed mother. In
this way he reached Tyre, and betook himself to the
house of the bishop. The bishop, suffered him to
remain with his family, but seeretly wrote to me a
letter, desiring to know whether he should send him
back. As, however, he had stolen nothing, and was evi-
dently tired of his service, I only requested the bishop
to endeavour to forward him by safe hands to Jerusa-
lem, whither he had often expressed a wish to return.

During my absence, also, the alarm of robbers had
inereased ; so I distributed among the servants what
arms were in the convent. In the mean time, I began
to be anxious about her ladyship, from whom no
letter had yet been received, nor could I hear any-
thing certain of the movements of her royal highness
the Princess of Wales. Miss Williams had recovered
from her indisposition, but sickness and alarm had
already begun to make her discontented with her
position.

Although the following letters relate to a date
posterior to the close of this narrative, they are never-
theless not altogether irrelevant, as affording a strong
illustration of Lady Hester Stanhope’s character., It
is Dr. Wolff himself who has related all these circum-
stances to me, and who has favoured me with the

,copies of the letters.

“In the year 1823 I travelled with Captain the
Honourable John Caradoe, now Lord Howden, fiom
Jerusalem to Sayda, from which latter place, as being
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uear to Lady Hester’s residence, I forwarded to Mizs
Williams a letter from her sistor, Mrs, David, which
had been entrusted to me by that lady, and to which
I added a note from myself, saying that T should be
happy to forward her answer to her sister, at Malta.
One hour after, a letter arrived from Lady Hester
herself, the contents of which were as follows :—

«¢ Ty Dr. Wolf.

“¢Tam astonished that an apostate should dare to thrust
himself into notice in my family. Ilad you been a learued
Jew, you never would have abandoned a religion, rich in itself
although defective, to embrace the shadow of ome. Light
travels faster than sound: therefore the Supreme Being could
never have allowed his creatures to be left in utter darkness,
until paid and speculating wanderers deem it proper to raise
their venal voice to enlighten them.

¢ ¢ HESTER Lucy STANHOPE,

933

Dr. Wolff immediately returned the following
answer :—

To the Lady Hester Stanhope.

Saida, June, 1823.
Madam, .

. I have just received a letter which bears your
Ladyship's signature; but I doubt its being genuine, asInever
wrote to your Ladyship, nor did I mention yoyr name in my
letter to Miss Williams.

With regard to my views and purswuits, they give me perfect,
tranquillity and happiness, and they must be quite immaterial
to your Ladyship.

Your humble servant,
JosepH YV OLFF.
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e "At _thé time this:correspondence: took place, Miss
- Wﬂhams may beisupposed.to have. grown disgusted
w1th' anEastern life, and toshave wished to return to
‘hefsister. - This - feeling Lady Hester was probably
Aully-aware of; and to have admitted Dr. ‘Wolff, who
had seen-that sister, as a visitor at her house, was
to opén.ac:means of communication which might have
led' to Miss Williams’s return. With her custo-
mary energetic tactics, Lady Hester therefore put an
end-fo,all such contingencies. ;

- That. the - reverend gentleman, whose phﬂa,nthropm
exertions in the: cause of humanity have already
raised” him.to 2 -height in men’s esteem, where no
pralses of‘r Inipe cab reach him, does not feel the term
s apostate," 50 harshly applied to him by Lady
Hester: Sta.nhope, as & reproach, is evident from the
readiness with which he made the commumcatxon,
and'is a proof, if any were required, of his "firm
belief in the truths which he preaches.

Dr. Wolff informed me, in furnishing me with these
particulars, which I had begged for insertion in my
Travels,-that-the bearer of his letter was bastinadoed
By Lady Hester and kicked down stajrs ; and that the
poor fellow returned to Sayda lame; and told him that
“the daughterof the King of England had beaten him.”

:I.received, on.the. 9th of Aungust, a letter from-the
wvillagas of - Joon, requesting \my attendance on., Syt
Frosmy +Kerasiity, the lady of Damietta, of- whom
‘nention: has” dlréddy ‘been made, when speaking of
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that city. I went on the following day, and found
that this lady, having lain in of a boy, in Egypt, had
thought it prudent to embark for Syria, there to bring
up the child. Syt Frosiny’s husband was by birth a
Damascene 5 and there is a common belief that the off-
spring of Syrians, born in Egypt, if left there, never
arrive at puberty. This was certainly verified in the
caso of Malem Kerasity’s family ; for she had already
borne him three children, which had died in infancy.
When pregnant with this last, her husband had be-
come paralytic, and she had ro hope, if this one did
not survive, of bearing him another. Accompanied,
therefore, by her mother, who was blind, she em-
barked for Sayda, and had arrived a few days before
at the village of Joon, in the house of Malem Jusef
Sewayeh, whose father Méilem Kerasfity had once
served as elerk.

I was fearful of sleeping away from the convent, and
returned to dinner. Whilst dining at my cottage,
the peasants came to inform me that the gang of
robbers had been seen passing the village. As it was
now dark, I recommended to them great vigilance,
and, retiring to Mar Elias, went to bed. Not very
long afterwards, the man on the roof of the chapel
saw a person coming up a footpath at the back of the
convent. He hailed him; and, as he received no
answer, fired. It was not known until the day after
that this was a poor pedlar, travelling towards the
mountain, totally ignorant why he was fired at, and
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not aware that any one could pussibly want an an-
swer from him.

Thus did this alarm continue night after night for
a fortnight ; but no banditti ever attacked us: still
I could not absent myself for twenty-four hours to-
gether, since Miss Williams, unacquainted with the
language, necessarily felt much inquietude when 1
was away. One night, I was awakened suddenly
by the old Driize woman, Um Riskh, who entered
my chamber; and begged me, for God's sake, to get
up. The robbers immediately came into my mind ;
I seized the brace of pistols, which I kept constantly
at my bedside, and followed her into the court. [
opened the great door. ¢ There he is!™ she said.
I looked, expecting to see a man; but, to my asto-
nishinent, found that her agitation had been
caused by her having seen, from her window, her
favourite pack-horse cast, by having entangled his
legs and neck in his halter, so as nearly to have
strangled himself. The rope was immediately cut,
and the Zedysh saved; but, as we had made some
bustle, I hastened in doors, aud found Miss Williams
and the black slave trembling and expecting every
moment to see some huge, ferocious ruffian enter to
cut their throats. By degrees, the report of robbers
lost ground, and at last died away entirely. On the
10th of August, I went again to Joon, to see the Syt
Frosiny, who had caught an ague. Another lady
was added to the inmates of Joon Plaee, by the arrival
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of Yusef Sewayeh’s wife, married from a family well
known to English travellers as occupying a house in
Damascus, which is shown as one of the best in the
city. But the contrast between the mammers and
dress of these two ladies was much in favour of the
Damiettan. Frosiny was in person somewhat small,
but well made, with an engaging smile ever on her
countenance, a playfil wit, and with features that
everybody pronounced charming. Syt Sewiiyeh was
stout even to fatness, heavy in conversation, formal,
bedecked from her head to her fingers’ ends with
jewels and precious stones. But what seemed most
unbecoming to her was the form of the turban, which
is worn by the women of Damascus of a prodigious size.

I was now revelling in all the abundance of the
fruits growing in the gardens of Sayda. The autumn
was always to me the most delightful season of the
year ; and, but for the musquitoes, would have left
little to desire as far as the enjoyment of the senses
goes. Having now so much leisure time on my hands,
I delineated several fish which were brought to me
fresh from the nets; but, such was the héat of the
weather, that they often smelt before I could finish

* the drawing.!

1 These fish were afterwards shown to Monsieur Cuvier,
but, as being common to all the Mediterranean, proved not to
be curious. The traveller in those countries should be ap-
prized that drawings of the fish of the Syrian rivers, and of

the inland seas and lakes, would be esteemed a great curiosity.
Dr. Clark says, « An Arab fisherman at Jaffa, as we were stand-
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About this time, Sulymén Pasha sent off Hassan
Aga as bearer of some very rich presents to Mo~
hammed Ali, pasha of Egypt. This is the mode of
keeping up a friendly intercourse between potentates
in the East. In the same way, he was accustomed
to send annually to Muly Ismael a caravan of camels,
loaded with rice, preserved dates, raisins, figs, and
such other articles of consumption as were with diffi-
culty, or at an inereased price, to be had in Hamah
and its neighbourhood.

M. Beaudin, Lady Hester's dragoman, anwed also
on the same day, with news that her ladyship was on
her return by sea. Fearful of the continued heats of

ing upon the beach, came running to us with a fish he had
just taken out of the water; and, from his eagerness to show
what he had eaught, we supposed it could not be very com-

on.. It was like a small tench, but of a dark and exceed-
ingly vivid green colour, such as we had never scen before nor
since; neither is it described by any author we are acquainted
with. We bad no means of preserving it, and therefore would
not deprive the poor man of an acquisition with which he
scemed so delighted; but gave him a trifle for the gratification
its very extraordinary appearance afforded us, and left it in
his hands.*—Dr. Clark’s Travels : vol.ii., chap. xviii., p. 643:
quarto edition.

Dr, Clark, on sceing a drawing I bad made of the Aroos,
jn ¥rench Demoiseau, declared it to be the same fish that he
speaks of in the above extract. Ile 1s, however, mistaken in
supposing it to be rarc on the coast of Syria. I have scen
five at a time for sale, and his assertion is totally incorrect.
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the season, she determined to pass a few weeks higher
up in the mountain, and had requested the Shaykh
Beshgr to assign her avillage as her residence. Riim
was fixed onm, and on the 20th I rode up to see if
there was a house fit for her reception. Rfm isa
village of about forty families, Metonalis and Chris-
tians, occupying the peaked summit of u conical
mountain, about three miles south-west of Mesh-
mfishy. The road to it is most difficult, by a path
where it is necessary to clamber up rather than
walk, Having inadvertently quitted the path, I
lost my way, and wandered about among the
rocks for some time, being obliged to dismount
and lead my horse. The place was in sight and over
my head, but I still had much difficulty in getting
to it.

On my arrival, I addressed myself to the shaykh
for whom T had a letter and a buyurdy, and whom
I found to be a most venerable old Driize, cousin
of the shaykh Beshyr, and consequently a man
of importance. He received me with much civility.
He hal a son, named Habjb, a most beautiful
boy seven years old, who attached himself to me
the moment that we met. The shaykh’s name was
Kelayb. As it was just breakfast time, (noon) I
sat down with him to four dishes, viz., melinjins'

! The melinjén is a vegetable of a pear shape and of a deep

Lilac colour, as large as.a bon-chretien pear, called in French
aubergine.
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boiled and beat up with oil, eggs fried in oil, melin-
jans sliced, fried in oil, with some sour cream cheese.
Custom had now reconciled me to such a repast as
this.

The houses of Rim were of stone, but with mud
floors, as elsewhere on the mountain. The chief pro-
duce of the village was tobacco, which was considered
as the best in the district of Aklym el Tufsh, that being
the name of the district. Charcoal was likewise made

“from the stunted oaks, arbutuses, turpentine trees,

and underwood, in which the mountain hLereabouts
abounded, and was an article of trade between the
village and Sayda. ’

I took three cottages for Lady Hester, desiring
that the one belonging to Joseph the Ironmonger
(Yusef el Hadad) should be fitted up for her. Ior
these three the rent was fixed at thirty-eight piasters
for the season, and I paid eight more to a cottager,
who was to admit Yusef el HadAd as a lodger in the
interim. The houses were all built on the east side
of the summit, to avoid the cold.

I returned in the evening, and on he following day
sent up Miss Williams and Hanyfy, the black slave,
under the care of a servant, to put the cottages in
order. It was my custom to go almost weekly to the ‘
public hot bath at Sayda. On entering the sudatory
from the tiring-room, the bathman would always ask
me * Do you use dews to-day ¥ I knew very well
that he meant “Do you depilate to-day ? As I con-
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stantly said no, he suggested to me that a want of
cleanliness in this respect would not be exeusable in a
pauper if a Mahometan, and, although I wasa Chris-
tian, ho was sure I should be more comfortable for
adopting the custom. As I knew how much im-
portance was attached to such matters, I did not like
to persist in my refusal, and, on the 22d of September,
for the first time I depilated. The preparation with
which this is done is a mixture of orpiment and quick
lime, smeared on for three or four minutes, or sometimes
for a less time, whilst the body is in a state of per-
spiration. As I was unused to the application, I kept
it on too long, and inflamed my skin most severely,
so as to be incommoded with the heat and redness for
nearly a week. This application does not prevent the
return of hair where removed: it merely corrodes or
burns it off for a couple of months.

September 25th. In returning from Sayda I
called at Malem Dubdny’s house on my way, and
found that the master of the house had just fled
from his home, in consequence of a dispute with an
aga of Sayda arising from the following circumstances.
Malem Yusef Dubéiny’s warehouse and counting-
house were in the caravansery, called Khan el Hum-
mus, at.the gate of which 2 man had pl'mted himself
selling fice by retail, which was an obstruction to the
entrance. Dubfny turned him away, and Mustafa
Aga replaced him. As some anger had been shown
by both parties in the dispute, Dub.my thought pro-



LADY HESTER STANHOPE, 333

por to take refuge in the interior of Mount Lebanon
until the decision on the rights of the caravansery
could be obtained. Next day I learned that he was
gone no farther than Khuska, a village one league off.
On the 28th an order came from the pasha, confirm-
ing Dubfiny in what he had done, and he returned to
his home. But this anecdote will serve to prove how
precarious personal liberty is under the Turks, when
an aga—a simple gentleman—not properly vested
with the authority of a magistrate, could venture to
menace & Christian who had offended him, and might
do hin some personal harm, as the sudden flight of
Dubfiny out of his reach plainly argued.

On Sunday, the 29th, a polacca brig came to an
anchor in the outer harbour, and about five o’clock
Lady Hester arrived at the convent. She had
almost freighted the vessel with oats, for Antioch is
the only place that I heard of in Syria where they
grew : nevertheless, oats were not approved of for
horses by those natives who could get barley, which
was preferred as more nourishing.

It will be necessary here to give a little account of
Lady Hester’s voyage to Antioch, and of her resi-
dence there. But we will first ‘bring the history of
M. Boutin’s assassination to a conclusion, since it
was much connected with this voyage.
® Tt will bo recollected that Lady Hester had sent
into the Ansiry district, which is wholly moun-
tainous, three persons who, after having made such
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researches as they could, returned to communicate
their information to her ladyship. I never heard
precisely what this information was ; but she thought
it sufficient to ground upon it an application to the
pasha, that measures should be taken to bring the
murderers to punishment. She had not, perhaps,
reflected how very reluctant the pasha might be to
require persons to be given up who would be refused
to him: in which case, if he did not compel their
obedience, his authority would be compromised.

The Ansirys inhabit that chain of mountains
which runs as a continuation of Mount Lebanon, from
Dayr Hamyry to Antioch, comprehended between
the two parallels 34° 40” and 86° 20" north latitude.
They are tributary to the pashas of Tripoli and
Damascus, but their obedience is uncertain and their
contempt of authority general, because necessarily
suffered to go unpunished. In the centre of their
mountains, they have certain strongholds, where
the troops of the plains, which had beén occasionally
sent againsv them, had always been foiled. It was
known in what village the murder had been com-
mitted ; but to every order to give up the murderers
some evasive answer had been returned. To Lady
Hester's urgent request, therefore, that mole
strenuous measures should be resorted to, the pasha
replied civilly, but evasively, that the troops could
not endure the cold mountains in the winter, but,
when spring came, her wishes should be complied with.
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When spring did come, Lady Hester failed not to
vemind the pasha of his promise ; and I heard after-
wards that an order to the same effect, originating in
the French authorities at Constantinople, was sent
him. But to the French none of the homour of
revenging their countryman’s death belonged, for
Lady Hester alone, by the information she had col-
lected, could direct them where to march.! Whether,
however, moved by her ladyship or by others, at last
the pasha was roused to action; and, towards the
middle of the year, troops were seen marching on the
road to Tripoli. These troops were very generally
impressed with the idea that it was Lady Hester who
had caused them to march : for they said in the towns,

as they went along, that they were ordered on_the
Syt's business. ’

! As a proof of this we here subjoin the translation of an
extract from the Courrier Frangois, under date of April 29,
1830, and part of a sketch of Colonel Boutin’s life, which
appeared in that newspaper.—* Towards the year 1811,
Colonel Boutin_received orders from the Emperor to visit
the East. He was entrusted with a mission to explore
Syria, to learn Arabic, and, at a fit opportunity, to penetrate
mto Arabia and deseribe that country. On that oceasion he
made the acquaintance of Pitt's nicce, Lady Hester Stanhope,
subsequently crowned Queen of Palmyra by the Bedowmns 1n
.1821. Ife met from her with o most honourable reception
and, proud of her powerful protection, he was on the point o;‘
sm—:ceedmg in his enterprise, when he was assassinated in the
ncighbourhood of Damascus by the Arabs, who sought to rob
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It was evident that the pasha meditated a formid-
able irruption into the Ansfry mountains; and the
command was given to Mustafn Aga Berher, as
governor of their district, and as, moreover, a brave
officer, it to cope with these mountaineers. The
Ansfirys are that people who, during the crusades,
furnished thoso assassing who devoted themselves to
certain death for the sake of destroying the onemies
of their faith. The reader will recollect the old man
of the mountain and all the traditions connected
with that mysterious person, and he will then know
those whom Berber was to attack.

Mustafs Aga Berber at last marched, and, entering
the Ansfry mountains, carried fire and sword into
their villages. It is supposed that, to the motives
furnished him by the cause on which he went, he
added personal hatred, on account of their religion;

him of a bag of coins which he had in his possession. France
knows how the murder of this illustrious traveller was
avenged by ber ladyship, who caused his assassins to be de-
capifated and obtained the restitution of his baggage, which
she effected purely by her personal influence and efforts.”
To this extract may be added another mark of the gratitude’
of the French nation, by whom her noble conduet was better
appreciated than by her own countrymen. She received the
thanks of the French Chamber of Deputies, after a speech
made relative to this affair by the Comte Delaborde, and I
regret that X have not been able to meet with the notice of lt
in the French newspapers of the day.
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for Berber was a rigid ‘Mahometan, and the Ansérys,
being out of the pale of the Mahometan faith, are
hated by the Turks so cordially that they are said to
consider it meritorious to put an Ansiry to death.
Berber, therefore, was going to a work of faith. I
am-ignorant of the details of his proceedings, but it
came tQ my ears by general report that he burnt the
villages of the assassins, sent several heads to the
pasha as trophies of his victories, and several women
to Tripoli as slaves. There was the tomb of a shaykh,
who, for his sanctity, was held as a saint by the
Ansirys: this he caused to be broken into, and the
body of bones to be taken out and consumed by. fire.
He burnt also the house of shaykh Khalyl, who was
a considerable personage among them. One of the
places which he besieged was called Hamam. By
some it was said that he was never able to get hold of
the assassins themselves, and had substituted other
heads for them, whilst others affirmed ‘that,. the
assassins were taken and put to death. Berber, how-
ever, returned triumphant to Tripoli: and it was soon
afterwards that Lady Hester set out for Antioch.
When Berber was about to depart on this expedi-
tion, he wrote a letter to Lady Hester, saying that,
as he was going to fight for her, it was but fair that
she should arm her kmrrht accordingly, Lady Hester
Sent him a brace of handsome English pistols. Now
that he was returned, we may suppose that Lady

Hester was desirous of seeing him, and of learning
VOL, 111, Q
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the dotails of his oxpedition. On the 18th of July
she embarked. The voyage was considered by most .
persons as connected with the Ansiry affair ; but such
as know some circumstances of Lady Hester's life ima-
gined that she absented herself from Sayda to avoid the
Princess of Wales. She herself always said that the
real object of her journey to Antioch was to see Mr.
Barker, in order to scttle her money affairs: but, as
on many other occasions, so on this, I was quite able
to satisfy my mind as to her real motive, although she
judged it prudent mot to avow it. The hope of a
little diversion to her mind might have formed a
part; the wish of seeing Mr. Barker also had its
weight ; but the reason assigned respecting the Princess
of Wales seoms to me most correct: for Lady
Hester probably knew, long before, that the Princess
was coming to Jerusalem, and she might fear that,
once in the country, she would extend her journey to
Mar Elias ; where such a visit would also have
brought upon her so much expense as to induce her to
go out of the way. But certainly no one but herself
would ever have thought of taking refuge in the
midst of the very people upon whose countrymen, per-
haps whose relations, she had been the means of bring-
ing such calamities.

When Lady Hester embarked at Sayda, the strand
was covered with spectators. The vessel she had
hired was a large skakéfir. Upon the ballast, which
was sand, were laid some mats, and upon these her
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édy;;hip’s bed without any bedstead. . At the head
:nd foot, mats were put up as screens. Towards the
tern .was the heavy luggage, where lay the three
women, and towards the stem was the favourite black
horse, with the ass she was -accustomed to ride.
The vessel sailed the &ame evening, and on the fol-
lowing doy ab sunset Lady Hester was on shore
at Tripoli, in the house that bad been prepared
for her at the strand, which is about a mile from
the city.

As the consideration in which the government held
Lady Hester was very well known, all those who
generally take their tone from the great man hastened
down to pay their respects. Besides these, came the
English Consul, the Greek -bishop, and the French
Consul. Having seen the governor, and heard .the
particulars of his expedition, after a stay of five days, .
Lady Hester re-embarked, and sailed for Antioch.
The rais (or captain) objected to enter the port of
Swadiah, which is nearest to Antioch, and dropped
anchor at Bussyl, the ancient Posidium, a small port
to the south of it. Mr, Barker, who had been wait~
ing ab Swadiah - twenty days, living under tents,
hastened immediately -to Bussfl, and mules were
provided for the luggage. Lady Hester landed, and;
in a short time, arrived on her ass at Antioch, which
i% distant six or seven leagues from Bussyl. Mr,
Barker had caused a house to' be prepared for her,
and another for himself, but staid only five days at

@2
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Antioch, and then departed for Aleppo, being obliged
to return on account of the Prince Regent’s birthday,
which he wished to celebrate in his. consular house.
Here Lady Hoster spent soventy days, and the
language she held after her return, when speaking of
tho Ansfirys, was, that sho considered them as an in-
dustrious but oppressed people. Few Buropeans had
at that epoch over.met with common civility at
Antioch, much less with honours and consideration.
It seems, however, that Lady Hestor was not less re-
garded there than elsewhere.

She visited whatever was ourions. Much of the
time that she was there was spent in a retived cottage
out of the town, where she might bo truly said to show
a fearloss disposition and much courage: for a few
Ansirys, had they been so disposed, could have
carried her off or murdered hor any hour of the
night or even of the day; and somo well disposed
persons secrotly -informed her, when there, that her
life was in:danger. But the terror excited by the
lato sovere vemgeance exercised on their nation pro-
bably saved her; and, more than all, the magna~
nimous conduct which she pursued towards them ;
for, at her cottage in the woods, she took an occasion,
when several peasants were around her, to harangue
them ; telling them that she had indeed rovenged the
death of o Fronchman, and of a man who was hei
country’s enemy, because she knew that all just persons
abhorred the deeds committed against the defenceless



LADY HESTER STANHOPE. 341

in the dark—deeds such as must be disowned by the
brave and the good everywhere.

. Lady Hester returned to Sayda in a.polacea brig,
which she found lying in Latakia harbour waiting for
a freight. As the heat was still too great to remain
at Abra, she set off on the 6th of October for Rim.
On the 13th she returned from Rim to receive. ).
Regnault, the French consul at Tripoli, who was, by
invitation, come on a visit to her. He was a short,
humpbacked man, formerly one of the twelve of the
Institute of Egypt. His language and manners were
pleasing. He was somewhat facetious, and had ami-
ability enough to make- his ugliness forgotten in the
course of a few hours’ conversation.

M. Loustaunau, a sketch of whose life has been
given in another work, and whom Lady Hester had
long since dubbed ke Prophet, was still living on her
bounty. He was ever brooding over portentous events
about to happen to herladyship: of whom he now always
spoke as a person destined by the Almighty to play
a great part in"the world. On all subjects he dis-
covered remarkable good'sense, excepting on the Bible,
the texts of which he perverted in a most extraordi-
nary manner, to accommodate them to the events of
her life, past, present, and future.

'Lady Hester andM. Regnault visited the French con-
Sulat Sayda. She wore asplendid black abah, with gold
brandenburghsand tassels, and, whilst sitting on acarpet
on thé ground, after the Turkish fashion, she reclined
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on a short crutch beautifully inlaid with mother of
pear], after the manner of the great personages of the
East. Such was the crowd which assembled round
er'when she entered the town that one would have
said it was the first timo they had ever seen her.
Adults and children, Turks and Christians, all were
actuated by the same spirit of curiosity to behold
the woman who could stir up a whole province to
take revenge upon the Ansirys for the death of a
Frank.

Lady Hester's acts of beneficence to & number of
individuals, coupled with this last generous and dis-
interested labour for M. Boutin, had caused her name
to spread very widely through the country, and herself
to be regarded as the protectress of the unfortunate
and the almoner of the poor. On her return to the
convent, she found a suppliant at her gate, whose
history will claim some sympathy.

Michael Ayda was the son of an Egyptian mer-
chant, whose father was receiver of the customs at
Damietta, and afterwards katib to Gezzar Pasha,
by whom, in a fit of bloodthirstiness, he was put to
death. Michael and his sister, with another brother,
were left orphans to the cave of their uncle, Girius
Ayda, who, having been an active adherent of the French
when in possession of- Egypt, was obiiged, on their
evacuation of his country, to abandon it, and retired
With them to France He there obtained a pension from
Buonaparte and the rank of general in the army.
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Michael was then about nine years old. He was
young and apt for literary acquirements, so that, as
he grew up, he retained the Arabic language and ac-
quired the French. At the age of seventeen, he became
a teacher of Arabic, and copyist at the royal library in
Paris, where he read the best authors in his native
tongue, and acquired a correct knowledge of the Arabian
poets. He had often heard speak of the great wealth
which his father possessed ; and he cherished the re-
solution within himself that, when arrived at man’s
estate, e would go to Egypt, and try if any of it could
be recovered from the hands of those who, he was told,
unjustly kept possession of it. Accordingly, in May,
1816, he carried his resolution into effect, and sailing
from Marseilles landed at Alexandria.

Another uncle, who was living at Alexandria, had
opposed by letter, and with all the means in his power,
this voyage to Egypt. Michael Ayda therefore ima-
gined that his relations in Egypt were in a league
together, to prevent the recovery of his property.
After his arrival at Alexandria, he brooded over
this idea so deeply that, added to the strangeness of
the people among whom he found himself, and the
stories which he had heard from his boyhood of the
barbarity of the Turks, it.turned his brain. He fancied
that the object of his journey was known to everybody,
and-that persons set on by his uncle were conspiring
against his life,

Being, therefore, on the way from Alexandria to

o
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Damietta by land, he one night thought that he ob-
gserved one of the mule-drivers sceretly approaching
him with a knife in his hand, and fancied that it could
be with no other intention than to murder him.
Frantic almost to madness, he sprang upon his fect, fled,
and, after wandering about for nearly twenty-four
hours, arrived, worn out with fatigue and hunger, at
Damietta. The cousin in some way heard that a
person of his own name was arrived from France, and,
finding him out, received him with the kindness of a
near relation, clothed him, and expressed himself
willing to give him every information respeeting his
father's property. But Michael Ayda was too deeply
impressed with the supposed cruel intentions of his
cousin ever to feel at peace, and, in the course of a
couple of days, he entered a mosque, and proclaimed
himself in the middle of the assembled congregation
as one resolved to become a Mahometan.’

As his air was bewildered, some of the shaykhs
took him into a room, conversed with him, found out
who he was, and sent to the cousin to know whether
it was with his knowledge that Michael Ayda was
about to take so important a step. The cousin has-
tened to the'spot, and did all in his power to dissuade
him, but in vain. The young man persisted in his
purpose, submitted to the necessary but painful opera-
tion whlck his new faith required, and, at his own*®
desire, was sl:npped for Syria in order to be out of the
reach of his jdeal enemies. e landed at Beyrout,

\
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and his story soon reached Dayr el Kamar, wheve
his uncle, named Nicola Turk, resided. This gentle-
man employed two stout and trusty men, who inter-
cepted the caravan, by which he was going from Bey-
rout to Damascus, at Hamel-merge, in the Bk4, and,
by persuasions and threats, induced the muleteers to
whose care he was entrusted to give him up. They
carried him to Dayr el Kamar. He was there made
by his uncle to abjure the Mahometan religion before
the patriarch, and was restored to the pnvxleﬂes of a
Christian,

This last act rendered his life forfeit to the Turk-
ish law, and he now dared not stir beyond the pre-
cinets of the emir’s district without runping the
hazard of being seized and impaled. His object,
therefore, in throwing himself at Lady Hester’s feet
was to solicit her protection, and to beseech her to
afford him an opportunity of embarking for Europe :
but Lady Hester held it as a rule of conduct never to
interfere in the religion of other persons, and, although
she was willing to assist him, it was not in abetting
his double apostacy. She endeavoured to show the
young man, however, that his real interests lay in
adhering to the Turkish religion, if indeed he was de-
sirous of prosecuting the business which had brought
him from France. If he remained a Christian, he ran
ethe risk of being impaled, and must abandon the hope
of the recovery of any of his father’s property. Ayda
was irresolute, half inclining to the faith of his family

Q5



346 'TRAVELS OF

and relations, and yet desirous of avoiding the life of
misery and apprehension to which he should be ex-
posed. Lady Hester told him finally that she could
receive him only as a Turk, and that, once a confirmed
Mahometan, he could not return again to the church
through the medium of a priest of this country. Ho
became, for some time, a tenant of one of her cottages
but melancholy had taken such decp possession of
him that he was totally unfitted for active life. Here
he devoted himself to Arabic poetry, and, by the aid
of some books which I lent him, he speedily acquired
a knowledge of Italian and English: but he was
grievously superstitious ; much imbued with the pre:
Jjudices of the Levantines, although he had as yet never
lived among them ; and a believer in"magic, alchemy,
and all mystic sciences.

. On the 28th of October, M. Didot, son of the cele-
brated printer, Firmin Didot of Paris, being on his
travels through Sayda, was invited to the convent-
With him was M. Le Grange, who had been studying
Arabic two or three years at Zik, a large village in
the Keserwin, in order to qualify himself for the situa-
tion of interpréte de la cour pour les langues Orientales.

It may'be illustrative of the characters of the moun-
taineers on Lebanon to observe, that, about this time,
the story of the Wapping balker, who appeared.to a
ship’s crew in the flames of Mount Aitna, as theye
were sailing past Sicily, and was afterwards found to
have died on the day on which he had been seen; had
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rot into circulation, and seemed to have mado a deeper
mpression on the minds of all ranks of people than
iy piece of European news I ever heard discussed
imong them.

Lady Hester grew overy year more fond of the hot
bath. She would go into it two days following, stay-
ing in three or four hours at a time.

November the 15th, one of the little running foot-
boys came panting up to me, crying, dna abasheruk,
Ana abaskerak—I bring you good tidings. This is a
common way with persons of all ranks in the East, tv
endeavour to be first to tell good news; in which case
a recompence is generally expected and given. The
news was, that Giorgio Dalleggio, tho Greek servant,
sent to England, in June, 1815, was arrived in Sayda
harbour, and that Mr. N., surgeon, who was come out
as my successor, had arrived with him.

Giorgio had brought with him twenty-seven cases,
which were all landed without examination by the
custom-house officers of the place, a mark of civility
invariably shown to Lady Hester during the whole
of lier residence in Syria; and which she returned
twofold by an occasional present to the kumrukgy, or
collector of the eustoms. Their voyage had been favour-
able, having left the River Thames on the 2nd of

August. West of Malta they were fired into three °
-times by the Tagusfrigate, Captain Dundas, owing to
some breach of the regulations existing between mer-
chant vessels, when under convoy, and king’s ships : be-
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cause masters of merchant vessels, for the sake of gain-
ing a few leagues in a long voyage,-Will often expose
their freight and passengers to the danger of capture.

When Giorgio Dalleggio gave the history of his
reception in England, it appeared that he had been
much caressed. This had caused him to forget the
benefits he had received from his‘mistress and to
despise her service. He said that his Royal High-
ness the Duke of York was his intimate friend, and
that everything he saw in England was inferior to
what he had seen in Constantinople. The Princess
Charlotte of Wales, on his delivering a letter from
Lady Hester, gave him, a silver chain. He remarked,
when speaking of it, that, if these were the presents
English princesses made, what was he to think of such
mean pegple : he accepted it, he declared, only not to
_ give her pain by his refusal. And soon after, when
setting out for Damascus, he asked Lady Hester
whether he should take the chain with him or not,
and then answered himself by saying, * Well, I shall,
take it, but I will not say it was from her, lest I
should give the Turks a mean opinion of English
royalty.,” He asserted that the palaces in England
were not so good as the prisons in Turkey.!

! In the same manner, Ibrahim, a groom who took over two
horses which Lady Hester sent to the Duke of York and-to
Lord Ebrington, used to affirm that his Royal Highness the ¢

Duke shook hands with him, and that the Duchess danced
with him, .

>

[t
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Two Bedouins arrived on the 17th, with a letter
from the emir of the Anizys, Mahannah-el-Fadel,
bringing with them a colt, as a present to Lady
Hester. The object of their mission was of some im-
portance. Shaykh Nasar, in some dissensions that
had sprang up between Mahannah and the governor
of Hamah, had plindered the granaries of the governor
of that place, after a battle in which Farez (Mahan-
nah’s son) was slain. The governor complained of
the aggression to the pasha of Damascus; upon
which the pasha vowed he would have Nasar’s life, if -
ever he should be caught. Nasar, therefore, suppli-
cated Lady Hester to intercede with the pasha for
him ; and hinted that, in case of her succeeding, it
would be well to demand some pledge of his good faith
in the performance of his promises; adding that,
although the pasha’s words were honeyed, there was
always a sword under them. It was a fine sight to
behold the Bedouins come and seek protection of a
woman and a stranger.

This letter is not devoid of mterest as showing the
style of Bedouin writing: for, although it is pr obable

that some itinerant writer penned it, Mahannah die-
tated it. '

To our dear Sister the Syt Hester, whom may the Almighty
save, and whose days may he prolong unto us, whom she has
" breathed upon—this letter, with our most profound respect,
comes greeting—Amen, O God of the Universe! Next,
shouldst thou, our sister, inquire after us, thy brother, we,
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praise be to God, are well, but ever anxious after thy perfect
safety, which is the sum of our wishes and prayers.

From the time that you were with us, we have been in
bloody affrays with the pasha. He it is that slew our son
Farez and our men. This was God's doings, but we stopped
the rout, and God, the most High, scattered them; so that we
are, just now, quiet. But it behoves usthat we should inform
your Felicity, and give you tidings also of the state of Nasar,
For two years past he has escorted the pilgrims (to Mecea):
but we have no news that you are coming unto us. The
bearer of this is our chieftain, Abd-el-Rastk, and if you wish
for a mare, send word by him, and let us know* for we wait
the commands of your Felicity.

MAHANNAR-EL-FADEL,

Whilst the Bedouins were sitting with me, on
Tuesday, the 19th November, about half past eleven
in the morning, the sky became by degrees overcast,
and, unapprized of such an event, I did not at first
perceive that the sun was eclipsed. I blackened a
piece of glass with smoke, and made the Bedouins
look through it ; but they seemed to me to express no
irrational astonishment whatever. The cottagers in
the village brought out pans and kettles, and beat
them to avert the evil influence of the heavens.

The twenty-seven cases which Giorgio had brought
out from England for Lad y Hester contained numberless
articles of every kind, which she had ordered to be bought "
for her, to distribute as presents amongst her various <
friends and acquaintances in Turkey. VVlth her usual
wethod and expeditionin business, these different objects
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vere, in a weeks time, unpacked, ticketed, and
wranged, so as to require nothing but the delivery of
them to those for whom she intended' them. My
wttention was’ chiefly occupied by Mr. N., to whom the
country and its inhabitants were to be made familiar
as speedily as possible, and who looked to me for
such information on the climate and the diseases inci-
dent to it as my long residence in it might be sup-
posed to have given me.

It was now finally resolved that I should emba.lk
by the earliest occasion for Europe: but, as there
was a thermometer and a barometer, among some
other things, which Lady Hester intended to give to
Mélem Haym, of Acre, I made one more journey to
that place, as well to take leave of my friends thers,
as to explain to the Mélem the nature of these two
tubes, and where best to suspend them. Accordingly,
on the 24th of November, I set off for Acre at noon,
and slept that night at the Khudder, opposite Sarfend.
I reached the Guffer Nak(ra the next day, and, early
on the third, arrived at Acre, R

Having finished my business with Milem Haym, I
then paid my last visits to my acquaintance. At one
of their houses I met with a native of Acre, who,
having accompanied the French in their flight from
Syria, under Buonaparte, had become a soldier, and,
by bravery and conduct, risen to be captain in the
Imperml guard, and member of the Legion of Honour.

Yet this man, had he remained in his native place,
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would have been at best an humble shopkeeper, subject
to the abuse, and occasionally to the blows, of his
masters, the Turks.!

There was a strong feeling of party excited through-
out the sea-ports of Syria about this time, by the
death of the governor of Smyrna. It was a useful
" lesson to consuls and to other Europeans, not to hold
out inducements to a Mahometan to violate the pre-
cepts of his religion. A Turk, who drinks, goes to
balls and parties at European houses, flirts with Greek
women, and forgets the gravity peculiar to his nation,
may go on thus for a time; but eventually the Porte
never pardons such flagrant violations of the precepts
of the Prophet, and deprives him of his place or of his
life. His successor is then chosen from those who are
known to be very anti-Christian ; or, if not naturally
so disposed, he is obliged, in self-defence, to keep the
Franks at a great distance, marking them as objects of
contempt in every thing he does. This real or appa-
rent severity is adopted throughout the country, and
thus is generated mutual hatred, which, had that
reserve been practised which is proper between people
who can never thoroughly amalgamate, would not have
happened.

Mbr. Lewis Catafago, of Acre, who had conducted
her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales to Jerusa-

! His name was Seraphim; and he spoke of Colonel Camp- °

bell as a person he knew at Elba, whither he had accompanied
the Emperor Napoleon.



LADY HESTER STANHOPE. 353

lem, bore testimony to her condescension and affability
during the journey: The priests of the monastery
there had circulated reports in prejudice of her gene-
rosity, by declaring that the corn supplied for her
horses had been left unpaid for ; although it was very
well known that, besides paying very liberally for
whatever was consumed by herself and suite, she
settled an annual sum on the monastery.
On the 29th, I left Acre, and slept a few hours at
Ras-el- Ayn. Whilst it was yet dark, I resumed my
, jowrney, and reached the river Khasmia about two
“hours before sunrise. Giovanni spread my carpet in
the open field, in front of a ruined caravansery, where
I lay down, in the hope of getting another nap: but I
had hardly composed myself to rest, when the noise
of horses’ feet and of loud and dissonant voices startled
me, and I sat up. Soon afterwards, about a hundred
Hawéry horse soldiers rode up to the spot where I
was ; and it was so very dark that I eried out to pre-
vent them from riding over me. As Giovanii was
seated against a ruined wall, where he had made a fire
to boil me some coffee, 1 was taken for a traveller,
and not the slightest molestation was offered me.-
Each soldier dismounted at the place he liked best,
unstrapped the foot-ropes from behind his saddle, to
tether his horse ; and immediately a hundred voices
o were heard of Mohammed, Yusef, Mahmoud, Selim,
Ali, &c., crying, *“ Hand me a stone, to drive in .
my tethering-pin I"—* Will you lend me yours,
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when you - have done ?” — with the like excla-
mations; and tho iron pins were heard yielding a
clang through the ficld to the strokes which drove them
into the ground. Thus, in ten minutes, the whole
troop was encamped. Then followed the noise of
fighting and neighing. among some of the horses, which
had been tied too near to each other ; for these soldiers
ride chiefly stallions : but silence succeeded as soon
as each soldier had unstrapped his corn-bag, and had
hung it on his horse’s head, whilst the riders drew
from their wallets such provisions as they had brought
from their last station. As each man carries his all
on his horse, there were no baggage animals, and no
tents to pitch. All squatted on the ground, to eat
and smoke their pipes, and many lay down to sleep
on the ground in their cloaks or sheepskin pelisses.
They took little or no notice of me ; some fow made
acquaintance with Giovanni, whose pot of coffee they
. soon emptied, but not before he had given me what I
required for myself. By their conversation, which I
overheard, I found that theywere a part of the troops
who had assisted in ravaging the Ansfry territories
under Mustafa Aga Berber, and Lady Hester’s name
was often mentioned.
As soon‘as day dawned, I left them, and continued
on my wdy to Abra. This rencontre will serve to
show that\the alarms and deseriptions of travellers

respecting the Turkish soldiery may sometimes’ be
exaggerated. )
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. Dn the 3rd of December, I went down to Sayda.
At about an hour before sunset, therve came on a most
heayy fall of rain ; so that, using all the laste I could
to quit the city, I found alittle xivulet, which crossed
the road on going through the orchards, so swollen
that my horse could hardly ford it without falling.
Such are the rains in these countries. M. Beaudin de~
parted the same day for Xure, with five camel-loads of
presents, for the pasha, for Milem Haym, and other
individuals. The rain continued, without intexrmission,
until the 8th.

On the 9th, Lady Ilester had a suppliant at the
convent, in the person of Mohammed Aga Tersyty,
who came to demand money. Helhad been driven out
of one of the towns between Hamah and Damascus
by the new pasha, who had cut off his uncle’s head,

~and avanized his family, T omitted to mention,

in its proper place, that the pasha of Damascus,
Sayd Selymfin, had been replaced by Hafyz Ali
Pasha, formerly Lord High Admiral. This pasha
took the road for Damascus, through Asia Minor,
with his myrmidons, and had no sooner arrived ‘on the
skirts of his pashalik bey ond Hamah, than he begun
to reform inany abuses that had erept inte the ad-
ministration. A new pasha genexally enters into
office with sanguinary measures. s he advanced, he
confiscated' the property uf come, put others to death,
and made the guilty of all sorts (or perhaps the xich)
tremble. Mohammed Aga, Tersyty's uncle, wasoue
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of these: and the nephew probably had his reasonsfor
flight.

On the 18th, I took Mr. N. into the mountain,
to show him a little of the country, and to introduce
" him to some of the persons who were occasionally
in correspondence with Lady Hester. On our way,
hearing that the Emir Beshyr was not at Dayr-el-
Kamar, we turned from the road through the village
Aynfit to another, called Hazris, whither he had
gone. He was out with his falcons, and we went on
to Garyfy, where we passed the night at Shaykh
Shems's. Mr. N. was so dreadfully tormented with
the fleas, that, in the morning, his body looked
as if he had the measles. This arose from his unwil-
lingness to forego the English habit of undressing to
his shirt, and sleeping on a bed. For myself, I slept
on my small carpet, with my clothes on.

The next morning we returned to Hazris. Here
we saw the emir, of whom I took leave preparatory to
my voyage to England ; and, having told him that we
wished to see his palace at Bteddyn, which he requested
we would do with all liberty, we left him. We took
a different road from that which we had followed on
the preceding day through Ayn Bayl, and Zimaruka,
where reside some of the family of Zayn ed Dyn,
Drbzes who have enjoyed the enviable privileges of
Supplying for many generations the common execu-
tioner. But it will hardly be believed that this fa-
mily derives much importance from the office; S0
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that tliey would no more wish to’ lose it than & chief-
tain his fief. Nothing could exceed the romantic
scenery we this day saw. The path lay principally
by the side of the bed of a torrent, in a deep
ravine between two lofty mountains, from which, in
the lapse of ages, large fragments of rock had detached
hemselves, dnd lay below in majestic. confusion. The
late rains had somewhat swelled the stream, and it
occasionally foamed in cascades over the broken masses.
Aqriving at night at Dayr el Kamar, we were pro-
vided with lodging in the old palace, the residence of
* the emir before building that of Bteddyn.

I sent for Pierre, who proceeded to see that our
supper was provided in the best style, and M. Ayda
came to spend the evening with us. The next day
we visited Bteddyn palace, which is really a very
pleasing specimen of the irregularities and decorations
of the present Syrian architecture. The most beauti-
ful room is the kda, which is not inferior in richness
of ornament to some of the first rooms at Damascus.
We made the acquaintance.of Abiina Stefan (or
Father Stephen), a priest and a physician, in which
latter capacity he was now in attendance on the emir’s
lady. We were however called upon to intrude on
his department by a request from the princess to enter
the harym and preseribe for one of her women. Baut,

@ as we saw only one room in the harym, our visit did
not answer the purposes of curigsity which we had

-
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hoped o derive from it, We returned the next day
to Abra.

Christmas-day now came, and my doparture was
fixed for the noxt week ; but the necessary preparations
for a long voyage, and the number of letters which
Lady Hester had to write, detained me until the 18th
of January. It was not without great melancholy that
I beheld the day arrive, which was to separate me from
a countty, where I had seen so many strange things,
and from a person whose oxalted courage, talents, and
character, had gained an entire asecendency over my
mind.
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CHAPTER XIII.

Departure of the Author for Europe—Arrival at Larnaka,
in Cyprus—THospitality of M. Vondiziano, British vice~-consul
~—Tours in the island — Leucosia — The Greek archbishop —
City walls—Lepers—Cytherea—>Monastery of St. Chrysestom
~—Famagusta—Return to Larnaka—Carnival amusements—
Houses—Amour of Signor Baldo—3urder of Prince George
Morusi—History of Signor Brunoni~—Cypriote women not re~
markable for beauty—Superstitious notions—The Greekarch-
bishop and his dragoman Giorgaki—Insurrection of Turks—
How quelled by Cara Pasha—Pusillanimity of the consuls—
Thunder-storm—Lenten diet—2Malignant fevers—Excursion
in the interior—1Idalia~—Leucosia—2}L Brens—Robbery in the
governor's palacc—Proceedings against the suspected-—Into-
lerance towards freemasons.

On Saturday, January 18th, 1817, at two o’clock
in the morning, 1 took leave of Lady Hester, Miss,
Williams, and Mr. N.; and, after a short nights
rest, mounted my horse soon after sunrise, and

< departed from Abra (may I be excused for saying
it %) amidst the tears and good wishes of the peasants,
who followed me with blessings to the end of the vil-

¢
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lage green. M. Beaudin accompanied me, he having
returned from Acre on the 29th of December.

We passed the tomb of Nebby Yunez (the Prophet
Jonas), after it the river Damfir, and, at sunset,
stopped at the Guffer el Naamy, abreast of the village
of Naamy, which is on the hill, and from which the
Guffer, or toll-house, takes its name. Our provision
mule was better stocked than usual, and we made an
excellent dinner on cold pasty of gazelle-venison, tarts,
and plum-cake, besides cold fowls, and some ot’aer
good things, with which Miss_Williams was desifous
of making my last day’s travelling in Syria agreeable.

Next morning at daylight we motinted our horses,
and, about a quarter of a mile from the Guffer, we
passed a cemetery, which is called Kebir el Yahid
(the Jews’ tombs). It is nearly facing a ruined tower,
called Burge el Rehén (the myrtle tower). The
greater part of these tombs are oblong parallelograms,
simply hollowed out of the rock ; but others were
elevated above its level, by having the rock cut away
around them. .

To go from Guffer el Naamy to Beyrout took us
four hours. The ride was very beauntiful during the
Jast two hours, on a sandy soil, amidst olive planta-
tions, and where the cultivation of the land was evi-
dently attended-to. .

"We were received in the house of the British agent. «
I was fortunate enough to find a schoonerin the roads,
bound for Cyprus, on board of which I took my pas-
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sage. The vessel was Greek, from Eno, commanded
by Captain Gregorio ; but, as she was not to sail im-
jnediately, I returned on shore. M. Beaudin left me
the next day. The British agent had just been ‘very
properly exercising his consula; authority on a Vere-
tian adventurer, who had endeavoured to pass himself
off as a British officer of infantry, wearing regimentals.
His right to the dvess was disputed, and-he was
obliged to doff it.
On Tuesday, January 21st, just before sunset, I
embarked. . There were on boprd thirty-five passen-
. gers, Turkish pilgrims on their return from Mecea.
I had paid for a berth in the cabin, which was only
nine feet square ; but, as my luggage was stowed away
there, and there were four Twrks cabin passengers
besides myself, I resolved to sleep on deck, although
the season was not that in which exposure to the mght
air is agreeable. The long-boat was hoisted in and
put amidships, into which also four Turks immediately
got, two of whom seemed to be very sick from the
motion of the vessel, as I then thought. We put to
sea with little wind, About three in the morning, a
" northerly breeze sprung up, and carvied us on _under
reefed topsails. I lay down on the lee-side of the’
deck, wrapped up in my lambskin pelisse, which made
an excellent bed.
On Wednesday, the 22nd, when daylight.broke,
everybody was sea-sick. About two o'clock in the

afternoon, we saw Cyprus. The wind continued fresh,
VOL. LI, R
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and at sunsel we were within five or six leagues of
Larnaka. We hauled off for the night. I lay down
on the deek as bofore, but was prevented from sleeping
by groans which came from the long-beat, and, on.
inquiring what was the matter, I found that the two
Turks who were ill had the dysentery. Soon after-
wards one died ; aud the melancholy situation of the
other was augmented by the intolerable effluvia, which
it was impossible to prevent. A young Turk, ragged
and poor, but of very interesting mien, was remarkable
for the attention which he had paid to the two sick
men, and now continued to the survivor, although he
was himself dreadfully sea-sick : nor shall ever my
testimony be wanting to the exemplary conduct and
obedicnce which old age invariably receives from the
Mahometan- youth, relation or not, known or un-

~,

known. .

At daylight we anchored in Larnaka roads. The
dead Turk was immediately conveyed on shore, but
not to the usual landing-place, lest the knowledge ofa
death in so short a passage should excite suspicions of
plague,and cause the vessel to be put under quarantine ;
a precaution, which the preponderance the Greeks and
Franks had in the island enabled them to enforce, but
which was so easily evaded. I did not, however, wish
to leave any uneasiness, from subsequent discovery, in
the mind of the gentleman to whose house I was going, ‘
and I accordingly wrote a note to say that a Turk
had died of dysentery during our passage, and that

’
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M. Vondiziano ‘has often been mentioned by tra-
vellers for the hospitable reception which he gave to
the English. An ample fortune enabled him to do.this
with less inconvenience than some others who repre-
sented the British nation : but this circumstance ought
not to diminish the feeling of obligation for hospitality
exercised sometimes (as in my own person), for weeks
and even months together.

The arrival of a traveller at the consular house is
generally a signal for visits from all those who are in
habits of friendship with the eonsul, impelled by cu-
riosity and the desire of news. Four orfive days-were
thus consumed, in which time I had made the ac-
quaintance of half the people of the place.

A common subject of conversation for the entertain-
ment of travellers is the history of those who have
preceded them in the same route. Some gentlemen
would be pleased to hear the things that were said of
them ; but 1 shall be excused from mentioning per-
sonal anecdotes, excepting where they ,han're some
reference to Eastern customs.? -

As there was no vessel about to sail for Europe, 1
resolved to make an excursion into the interior of the
island.

On Monday, January 28th, accompanied by Gio-
vanni, (whom I had brought with me from Syria) I

1 Messieurs Stratton, Fuller, Idliff, and Rennell, had been

here in their way from Greece to Egypt; as well as Lord Bel-
more and family,
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left Larnarka for Leucosia, the capital of the island,
and called by the Franks Nicosia. The weather was
cold, and, although I was clad in my lambskin pe-
lisse, my fingers became quite benumbed. The first
part of the road lay through a few fields of onions,
artichokes, and other vegetables, cultivated for the
supply of Larnaka market and of the vessels in the
roads: but there were no trees whatever, and the
soil had a bare appearance, being half covered with
shingles. Two leagues from Larnaka we crossed the
river Parthenia, and reached some low hills running
apparently from the north-east side of the bay of Lar-
naka to the conical mountain now called #he Mountain
of the Cross. At the distance of four leagues, we arrived
at Athegainos (pronounced by the modern Greeks
Atheyands), where we were to sleep.

Athegainos was a straggling village, containing
probably seventy or eighty houses: it was neverthe-
less one of the largest on the island, the whole popu-
lation of which it is said does not exceed 15,000 souls.
Each cottage was enclosed by a very large yard,
hedged in by a fence of prickly acacias, forming three
sidés of it, the fourth being buildings, The entrance
was by large folding gates. Within, was a small room
for travellers, the only furniture of which was a deal
table placed on trestles to sleep on, with a cushion and
mat onit. The floor was mud, uneven as the soil out
of doors. Beyond this was a cow-lodge ; then the
cottage for the family, a stable for-the mules, a
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straw room, and a lodge ; in all five: the whole built
of sunburnt bricks, with flat roofs on rafters covered
with canes laid close together. There was a well in
the yard. Such was the construction of all the houses
in the village. The peasants there had but one occu-
pation, that of carriers, owing to their central situa-
tion between Larnaka and Leucosia. They, their
wives, and children, seemed filthy in their persons
and habits. They howeverate with knives and forks,
.sat on chairs, and slept on beds raised from the
ground : in all which circumstances they differed from
the Christians and Turks of Syria, and by some
persons will, on that account, be supposed to be
farther advanced in civilization.

We left Athegainos early in the morning, and, at
a small distance on the left, passed a mountain of
about a mile long, in shape like an inverted hog-
trough. Two or three others, of the same form,
might be seen in different directions, On the left
was o small conical mountain, the top of which looked
like a ruin, but it was the strata of the rock which
assumed that appearance. Beyond it was a stream,
called Zalia ; but neither this nor the one passed on
the preceding day flows in summer.

A long range of mountains lay before us, stretching
from the north part of the island to the level of
Leucosia. Our road was west, somewhat northerly.
Near the stream of Zalia was a Turkish village, and
over the stream a small but neat bridge. The valley
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_tirongh which the Zalia runs had scattered olive
trees planted in it; and we saw near the road, on the
right and on the left, two single houses of three
stories high, larger and better-looking than any we
had yet observed out of Larnaka. These, my guide
told me, belonged to_ Turkish agas, or gentlemen,

The face of the country had hitherto varied but
little from a level, and the chain of low hills over
which we had come was approached by so gradual a
rise, and quitted by so gentle a descent, as to be
almost imperceptible. In about two hours, we came
in sight of the minarets of Leucosia, of which I
counted seven. Two of these, belonging to the

" church of St. Sophia, towered above the others.
_Within_a quarter of a mile of the city, upon the
brow of an elevation, we enjoyed a full viéw of the
place, which, from the number of palm and .cypress
trees interspersed among the houses, wore a pic-
turesque appearance. The walls, I observed, were
broader at the base than the summit. Close to the
gate of the city was an infirmary for lepers—a small
house, from which pitiable objects, consuming with
disease, issued, to the number of thirty or forty, im-
portuning for alms. A long, vailted gateway, lighted
half way through by a pierced dome, led us into the
“streets. The custom-house officer, placed at the en-
trance, questioned me on my luggage, but suffered me
to proceed. We turned short to the left into the
Christian quarter, where lived the archbishop, t;)
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whom I had a letter of introduction. On alighting,
I was ushered into his presence by several priests, and
found a man about forty-five years old, handsome in
person, and richly attired in a sable pelisse. Ilis
address was pleasing; and, when he had read the
letter I presented, he reccived me with much polite-
ness, expressing great regard for the DBritish nation.
But, as French travellers, and those of other nations,
relate that the like expressions have been used to
them, it will be excusable if wo suppose that the na-
tural wrbanity of the priest caused him to give an
equal share of civility to all strangers. His name
was Cyprianus, and he had sprung from a peasant
family.

Coffee and pipes were served, after which, it being
now noon, the time of the first repast of the Orientals,
we went to table, If a number of servants could con-
stituto greatness, this prelate might vie with the first
duke in England ; for we had no fower than twenty to
wait at table, and I was told that he had fifty in the
palace. The repast was what is called excellent in
Turkey, but would seem strange to a European.

The archbishop received great reveremce from his
followers. No Greek sat down in his presence, CX-
cept when commanded to do so. Such as entered the
room prostrated themselves (which means that they
bent forward until they touched the floor with their
hands), and bared the head, a degree of servility which
the Turks, their masters, have not exacted from
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thém, proving that men, when tyrannized over, be-
come themselves vile,’and exercise the same or even
more, tyranny towards their inferiors. ‘The Eng-
lishman thinks he degrades himself when he kisses
the pope's toe; the Greek licks the very dust on
which the archbishop walks. I say nothing of the
archbishop’s privilege of signing his name with red
ink, and of wearing the purple, so often mentioned by
other travellers; or of his having two janissaries at
hig gate, wihch latter distinetion is a concession made
to him by the Turkish government, as head of the
only recognized Christian church. Eastern enjoy-
ment, or a priest’s idleness, was exeniplified in the
mode in which the archbishop washed his hands after
dinner. The chair in which he sat was swung round
by his attendants (grace having been said), and ano-
ther arm-chair was brought, with the back between his
knees, on the.seat of which was placed-a broad basin.
The arms of the chair afforded support to his arms ; and,
whilst the water was poured on his hands,-the back
prevented the wet from falling on his clothes: His
palace was roomy, but old and patched. Facing the
palace was a handsome new building, that would do
honour to any potentate in- Europe. This was a
. college, founded from the funds of the church, for the
instruction of youth, having professors of ancient and
modern Greek, of Arabie, of Italian, and of church
music. The exercises of some of the scholars were
shown to me, and I listened with advantage to a
RS
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lecture of one of the professors. One scholar, a
student principally in Italian, had made a progress
that was quite astonishing ; and I read-a very elever
Ttalian composition, written by him in his eapacity of
secretary to the archbishop, the fruits of knowledge
acquired in one year. The edifice consisted of a ves-
tibule, from which branched two saloons, with sofas at
the extremities and tables in the middle. Out of
these saloons, to the left and.right, were four apart-
ments, making eight altogether, where the professors
taught. The latter rooms had desks and benches for
the pupils.

I visited, in the afternoon, the church of St.
Sophia, converted into a mosque by the Turks when
the Venetians lost Oyprus to them. The interior
was lofty, consisting of a nave, supported by five mas-
sive Saxon-like pillars on either side. 'At the bottom
was a semicircular window, where, as well as up the
side aisles, the pillars were of less dimensions. There
were several old carpets spread on the ground, one
of which was very large.! The governor's palace,
whither I next went, was an irregular building, with
a large courtyard, and a corridor 1ound the first and
upper story. Such private houses as I entered were
commodious, spacious, and of great neatness.

The walls of the city were of considerable thick-

1 It never happened to me to see carpets in Turkey so large

as those which, under the name of Turkey carpets, cover Eng-
hish dimng-rooms.
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ness, broad enough, on the ra.m'parts, to admit two
carriages abreast. They had bastions at small dis-
tances, faced with sunburnt bricks, whilst the cur-
tains were faced with stone. The bastions probably
had been repaired since the time of Pococke, for they
no longer represented a semicircle, as he describes
them, but were an imperfect triangle, with truncated
corners, On the three bastions nearest to the Fama-
gusta gate were eight or ten pieces of cannon. There
were three gates—that of Paphos, that of Famagusta,
and a third which I did not notedown. Some embra-
sures of turf, very recently made, were observable, and
were constructed probably during the time of a recent
insurrection in Cypros, to which I shall presently
advert. In Leucosia the guard was set every night
on the walls, and the watches were cried.

On Wednesday, the 30th, I went to see the
lepers at the city gate. There were among them
persons of both sexes and of all ages; some with the
joints of the fingers gone, some with blotches, and
all more or less deformed. Most of them were people
of low birth, generally peasants; some were Moslems
and some were Christians. The little information I
obtained from them amounted to this; that those
who lost the first joints of their hands had nails
growing on the second ; that the heat of a fire was
invariably pernicious, visibly increasing their com-
plaint ; that sleep and appetite were not diminished
generally by it ; that hot water had not the same
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effect on them as the heat of a fire, One told me
that, when first attacked in the fingers, he thought he
saved them by having the actual cautery applied to
both his arms. Another said ke had been in the
leper-house thirty-five years. Men and women lived
promiscuously, but I could not learn whether any
children had resulted from this intercourse. It may,
however, here be observed, that there: was a woman
in the village of Abra who had lost the first pha-
langes of both hands by leprosy, yet this woman had
a daughter, who was well-looking, hecalthy, and the
mother of five most beautiful children, all free from
every symptom of the grandmother’s complaint.

I spent the ovening with the archbishop. The
title of the prelate is pacdpiordros (most blessed.) His™ .
archimandrites was a man of peculiarly venerable
appearance. DBut the muost learned person that it
was my fortune to see in Leucosia was Andreas, dra-
goman to the archbishop, whose business lay in
transacting the affairs of government between the
governor of the island-and the archbishop. There
were numerous baths in Leucosia. :

I took leave of my host over-night, and, on the
morning of the 81st January, prosecuted my journey
for Cytherea, now called Cherki, the true situation of
the ancient Cytherea being assigned to a spot. one

league south of Cherki. After riding half an hour,
we passed the river Pedias, close to which was a
small Tugkish village, called Miamillia. The bed of
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the river was deep; for the soil through which it ran
was loose and sandy, and easy to be washed away by
a rapid stream. At that time, as the rains had
ceased some days, the water that flowed was no more
than a rivulet. The road was parallel to the chain of
mountains, called (from ‘a five-fingered inequality on
the ridge which was on our left) Pentedactylus. In
two hours’ time we reached Cytherea.

'T had a letter of introduction to a farmer, named
Petraki, the chief person in the village. Though a
rustic, he had nevertheless a spacious house and
six house-servants, always a serious consideration
to the traveller, who, as he casts his eye over
them, and marks the alacrity with which they run to
serve him and neglect their master, is obliged to
check his self-complacence, by the- recollection that
all this is but a larger draft-on his purse when he
departs. I ate some excellent pork, boiled down to a
jelly and dressed with a. sour sauce in the manner of
the French. The female part of the family, although
seen occasionally bustling about in the duties of the
house, did not sit down to table with us.

Cytherea. was a long, straggling village, producing
a great quantity of cotton and oil, and making abun-
dance of silk. The oil was esteemed the best in the
island. From the foot of Mount Pentedactylus issued
a copious spring, in a stream which, in its course,
turned twenty-four mills, besides irrigating the
grounds and orchards. My host told me that the
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delicious atmosphere of Cytherea brought on him
frequent visits from the Turks of Leucosia, who came
as often as two or three times a week to take the air,
and were generally entertained at his'expense. He
expressed himself an ardent well-wisher to the cause
of the Franks, and prayed for the moment when
they would relieve Cyprus from the yoke of the
Turks: but his prayers for the emancipation of the
Greeks, I fear, were mercenary ; for he said he should
like to know whether any great changes threatened
the Turkish empire, as, in that case, he might be
spared ‘the expence of a barattery, or license, which
he was about to purchase. :

A barattery was formerly a patent, which mlrrht be
purchased from the Turkish government by Ghns-
tian subjects. It cost 3000 piasters; and by it the
purchaser was entitled to leave his property to his
children, to wear certain coloured clothes and yellow
shoes, and to some other privileges, not permitted to
rayahs or unredeemed Greeks. It was the practice in
the golden days of the European ambassadors at Con-
stantinople to make a traffic of these baraterries ; but
the evil grew to such a helght that the Porte was
obliged to interfere.

The peasants’ cottages were built of bricks dried in
the sun, and, apparently, were comfortable enough.
I could discover no antiquities or inscriptions.

Early in the afternoon, we remounted our mules,
and, partly retracing oursteps, proceeded in a north-west l
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direction to the monastery of Chrysostomus, up the
side of Pentedactylus, at the summit almost of which
is built the monastery. The foot of the mountain is
of a barren argillaceous soil, producing nothing but a
few stunted firs, and some oleanders in the water-
courses. This whitish gray coloured soil ceased, and
after it came the upper chain, which was of a reddish
coloured rock.

We arrived at St. Chrysostom’s about sunset.
The spot was not devoid of beauty, being a semi-
circular flat, indented in the side of the.mountain.
In front of it was a miserable hamlet. Two or three
cypresses, with some vines and lemon trees, made
up an orchard, which could not fail of being an em-
bellishment to the place in the summer season: at
present, it.was robbed of its verdure, 'We found in
the monastery one monk, an old woman, and a boy.
Some rice, which I had with me, a little leben, pro-
cured from the hamlet, and some rammakins, dressed
in oil, afforded a comfortable supper: and, afier the
priest had entertained me with a description of the
milordi who had been there, my guide, the muleteer,
produced from his wallet a violin, which he played on
in a manner by no means disagreeable — yet he was
but a rough peasant. I was then left to repose,
wrapped up, as was my custom, in my lambskin

pelisse, and without bed or eoveung In this way no
fleas molested me.
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The following morning, at sunvise, I visited the
ruins that overhang the monastery, and which go by
the name of 7iowypria ms peavos. The ascent was dif- .
ficult, and, for nearly the whole way, impracticable
to mules. On reaching the summit, which hero wasa
peak, I enjoyed an extensive prospect both to the south, .
over the land I had traversed, and to the north along
the coast. Between the mountains and the sea, to the
north, there was a sloping plain from one to three
miles in breadth, and running cast and west as far as
the eyo could sce. Towards the west it appeared to
be well wooded ; and it had already been deseribed
to me as affording the most beautiful scenery in the
island. From this: point was seen Lapithus, whose
truo name is Lampua. It is called, by the Turks,
Lapta. The bigh mountains seon to the west are
called Tpvyedds, pronounced Truothos.

Having satisfied myself with the view, I turned to
the ruins. They consisted of four or five stone houses,
of tolerably solid but modern structure, built one
above the other, and which once were connected by
steps in the rock, now crumbled away. The upper-
most was a chureh, and those beneath seemed to have
been parts of a'monastery ; both because sucl places
were’ commonly built on the most elevated spots, and
because there was nothing castellated in the walls.
The situation was certainly as well fitted for a place
of strength as for a monastery ; but ruins, in Syria-at

1
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least, of the nature of a fortress always showed cre-
nelated battlements, loopholes, or something appro-
priate to defence, of which this had none.

We descended to the monastery, where I break-
fasted, and then departed for Famagusta. Cytherea
lay in my route ; and, in passing through it again, as
1 beheld its verdant foliage and its purling rivulets,
there seemed to be nothing but the hand of love and
refinement wanting to make it yet one of the most
picturesque spots in nature. Its situation, at the foot
of a mountain, on a slope, with an extensive plain in
front, is not unlike Bilbec, but in more diminutive
proportions.

‘We kept along the lower chain of hills, in an easterly
direction, and passed through two Turkish villages.
Round one of these the land was cultivated with the
utmost neatness. In Cyprus the husbandman’s annoy-
-ance is the squill plant, which springs up amidst the
corn almost every where. IHere it had been so care-
fully destroyed, that not one was to be seen. My
guide lost his road, and it was necessary to make in-
quirics at one of the cottages; but, wherever we
knocked, a voice from within eried out either—*¢ There
are no men at home ;" or, * The men are at plough ;”
and, as Turkish women do not appear before strangers,
we were considerably embarrassed. At last, however,
we met an obliging peasant, who, taking me for a
Mahometan Arab, walked nearly a mile to put us
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right, and excused himself that he could go no farther,
on tho plea of having his cattle to drive in.

About one league farther on, in a south-easterly
divection, we reached o Chuistian village, called
Marathon. The sun had set, and thero was a gleam
across the landscape, just enough to give to every
thing around an illusive appearanco. The women
were returning from the well with water on their
heads ; and their white dresses, as they floated in the
wind, gave them a look not unlike what my imagina-
tion pictured the maidens of earlier times to have
been on this once happy islind.  Alas! an unseemly
reality soon dissipated these visions of fancy. I was
led to the house of a Greck papas, who, sceing the
guest with whom he was about to be burdened for the
night, bawled, in a stentorian voice, to a dirty wife
and half a dozen children, and, by lns rough hands,
uncombed beard, and the do\tent.y with \\luch he
housed his cows, showed himself to be more of a
labourer and husbandman than of an ecelesiastic. His
lodging, nevertheless, was commodious, and, when he
found that he should be paid, his welcome was
hearty.

As it was now full moon, we took advantage of its
light, and departed next morning two hours before
daylight. 'We passed several httle villages and ham-
lets on our way : and, keeping an easterly direction,
we reached the sea-shore about eleven o’clock, near to
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a ‘large red brick mongstery, called St. Barnabas.
We then turned short to the right, towards Fama-
gusta, compelled to take this eircuitous route, owing
to the swamps made by the River Pedias in this
géason of the year, These were so extensive, that the
former possessors of the country had-constructed a
long causeway and bridge over. the extremity of it,
where the water of the river-discharged itself by an
outlet into the sea. ‘

‘When we were safe over the bridge, we arrived, in
about half an hour, at the monastery of St. Luke,
which is abreast of the city of Famagusta. It belonged’
to the Greeks, and was a sort of spacious cottage,
kept by a single monk, who received us with a forced
smile, not having the most distant idea that T was a
Frank. Nor could I, for some time, persuade him
that I was one, so much did my dress, my tanned
face, and the language I spoke in to my servant, dig-
‘guise me : for the priest did not understand Arabie,
and therefore was not able to detectr my foreign
aceent. '

It was customary for Christians .to take up their
lodgings either there or in the village of Merash, close
by, there being, as I was {old, a law that no Christian
should lodge in the town of Famagusta. Prohibitions
of this sort, however, were probably not strictly en-
forced towards Franks ; as no inhabitant of Famagusta
would, T am persuaded, have been so uncivil as to
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eject a Frank traveller, who demanded- merclj' 2
night’s lodging.

After dinner, I walked with the priest to the town
We made the circuit of the fortifications, which are
very considerable. We then visited the port, the
ancient church of St. Sophia, now a ruined Gothic
edifice, and afterwards betook ourselves to the coffee-
house, to smoke a pipe. Some Turks, who were
sitting on the benches at the door, made me welcome,
and severally desired the waiter to present me with a
cup of coffee, which is a mark of civility they show to
a friend, or to one whom they have not seen for some
time. I came away with much good will in my heart
towards them.

_ On the following morning, the 2nd of February, we
departed betimes, in order to arrive early at Larnaka,
as the appearance of the sky indicated the approach of
a storm. We marched two hours by moonlight, as on
the preceding day, over an uncultivated champaign
country. When the sun rose, we found ourselves
abreast, of a Christian village. The land around it
attracted my notice by the high state of its cultivation.
The soil itself seemed rich, being of a fine red mould.
Soon afterwards, we again came upon uncultivated
plains, which lasted for two leagues more, and then
reached the village of Ormethia, on the sea-shore,
where the English consul had a country-house, at
which T alighted. Giovanni proeured such provisions
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as the place afforded, and I rested and ate somethm«r.
One league before coming to Ormethia, there grew a
low slnub like the juniper, which covered the soil as
far as the village. From Ormethia to Larnaka, the
road lay by the sea-side. At three o’clock I reached
Mr. Vondiziano’s, having been absent seven days.
Cyprus afforded more accommodatlon for travellers
than Syria ; for at every little distance there generally
was a convent, where was to be found a sufficiency of
most necessaries. In most parts, the roads were good.

I had arrived in Cyprus in the middle of carnival ;
and, as the Catholics formed the greater portion of the
Franks, this festival was celebrated with much gaiety.
There were two faro-tables constantly open, to which
fathers, mothers, and children, resorted together. In
adjoining rooms were balls ; and dissipation exerted its
most baneful effects on the morals and constitutions of
young and old, At the end of the faro-room,.an
elevated sofa afforded the spectators an opportunity at
once of smoking and of enjoying the game. The
transition from the sober and grave habits of those
I had just left in Syria to the tumultuous assemblies
of those I was now among, formed a striking contrast,
which somewhat shocked me, and was, upon the
whole, favourable to the Mahometans.

The Frank society was composed of a few indi-
viduals of every nation in Europe. In Europe, the
Turks are eried down as barbarians ; no doubt because
arts, and sciences, and polite letters, are so little cul-
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tivated among them ; but in Cypras the cpithet wag
applied to them because they did not gamble, dance,
and drink wine: and, affecting an opposite extreme,
the Franks ran into excesses unknown in the countries
they sprang from. But, in a society made up of parts
s0 heterogeneous, and which could never, from the
constant clashing of its religious and social institutions,
amalgamate, no wonder that the whole had a tendency
to confusion, which could only serve to let loose men’s
vicious propensities without confirming their virtuous
dispositions.

Each consul was the head of the subjects of the na-
tion he represented: he was a king to them, and
nothing to others. Hence the friendship of the consul
was immunity from laws, and his enmity a bugbear to
the poor only ; for the wealthy did not hesitate to
change wasters, when those they acknowledged were
no longer sufficiently complaisant; and there were
persons, who, by what is called ¢ changing protec-
tion,” had been English, French, Swedish, Ragusan,
and Danish, subjects, in the course of a few years.

Larnaka, as to its buildings, represented, in some
manner, a large country village in England. The
houses were straggling, and built of sun-dried bricks ;
they were, nevertheless, not devoid of neatness in
their exterior ; and, in their interior, they were com-
modious, spacious, and, in some instances, handsome.
They were mostly of two stories, having generally a
large courtyard, with a coach- entrance for. their
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calé.ches. All had window casements, with weather-
board blinds, There were no fireplaces in their rooms,
nor was it ever cold enough for two days following to
make a fire desirable. In some of the best furnished
houses, there was much richness and even elegance
displayed in the furniture, as far as French clocks,
fine chandeliers, lamps on pedestals, good prints,
tables, beaufets, and sofas, can be so considered.

I made a ground-plan of ahouse at Citi, near
Larnaka, considered as one of the best country-houses
in the neighbourhood. It was built of sun-dried
bricks ; and, being neither plastered nor whitewashed
externally, had a sombre appearance, like the cottages
on the banks of the Nile ; indeed, throughout Cyprus,
there were many marks of its intercourse with Egypt.
This house was two stories high. The whole of the
buildings were walled in. A: garden, containing orange
and lemon trees, attached to it, was irrigated by a
Persian wheel, turned by a mule. Citi is about two
leagues and a half from Larnaka; and its name is a
corruption of the ancient Citium.

The caleches in use in Cyprus were like clumsy.
cabriolets, being a rude single-horse chaise, without an
apron or splashing board, guided by a driver who sat
on the shaft. All the houses had large ovens. The
water of Larnaka is not what I should call bad, bus
Pococke has pronounced it to be so. Lamb; mutton,

game, and pork were plentiful, and beef was generally
to be had.
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The Christian inhabitants of this island had little
purity of blood." The Franks were not Europeans,
and the Grecks, intermarrying perpetually with the
Franks, had ceased to have the characteristics of their
own nation. I do .not, however, wish to speak dis-
respectfully of persons who were generally so very kind
to me.

The babits of living of a Greck family in Cyprus
may be gathered from that with which I was staying.
Many Greek families, although mixing in free inter-
course with Europeans, retained much of their nation-
ality. Their wives very seldom frequented places of
diversion, had -fewer parties, and, when at home,
confined themselves to the gynsceum and nursery,
where they were employed in household affairs, and
the- care of their children. During more than a
month, there were two persons only who came and
dined in a family way with Mr. Vondiziano, and these
were relations. His wife’s brother was preceptor to
his eldest girl ; and for the. three next there was a
priest, who taught them to read the New Testament
and some homilies, which works were in Hellenic
Greek. They learned to write likewise, and I believe
a little ciphering. 'We retired to our separate rooms,
generally about seven o’clock at night, and the whole
family was often in bed at eight, to rise with the sun
next morning. .

There is a story of somewhat ancient date, which
was told me by Mr. Vondiziano, touching two mer-
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cl;ants, Englishmen, who, when residents in Larnaka,
finding their affairs unprosperous, resolved to quit the
island with éclat. Their names I will conceal out of
delicacy to their children. They invited a very large
party to a splendid féte, and, in the midst of it, dis-
appeared, and, embarking on board a vessel prepared
for the purpose in the roads, they sailed for Europe,
leaving their creditors all the spoils in biscuits, wax-
candles, and French wines. )

T was fortunate enough to procure some antiquities
at Larnaka, one of which, of whitest marble, in shape
like a tailor’s goose, -the handle finished off by two
lions’ heads, was dug out of the ruins of Citinm,
and seemed to intimate that the ancients confined
their doors against blasts of wind in the same way
that is done now-a-days. It is now in the possession
of Newman Smith, Esq. of Croydon Lodge.

Soon after my arrival, the whole island was thrown
into commotion, by an event which it will not be
amiss to relate, asillustrative of the state of soéiety in
Cyprus. The dragoman of the Austrian consul, a
Greek by birth, and of the Greek persuasion; but
enjoying by his post a Frank protection, had an only
daughter twelve years of age, beautiful as the da,}:.
Her father, adhering to the customs of his nation,
kept her confined to the house, secluding her from
the sight of everybody but her relations, and allowing
her the privilege of going to mass three times a year
only, in company mth them, on the grand. holydays
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of their religion. Her charms, however, were the
talk of every circle. She was sought for in marriage
by several Greek gentlomen; but the father’s ambi-
tion led him to hope for still more advantageous pro-
posals, and each suitor was declined in turn.

There was a Ragusan merchant resident in Larnaka,
about thirty-five years of age, very rich, and, from
his wealth, held in much consideration. He was the
brother of one of the consuls. The maiden excited
Lis desires, and he resolved to attempt the illicit
gratification of them. The father possessed a little
farm in the country, to which he went occasionally to
superintend his agrieultural business. Constantine, (for
that was the Ragusan’s name) had secured in his in-
terests a’ Turkish woman, who, under the cloak of a
suppliant, obtained admission into the house. She
made known his passion to the girl, whose vanity was
gratified by the admiration of a man so distinguished
in her eyes, whilst she felt besides a predilection to-
wards Franks, because they were known to allow their
wives greater liberty than the Greeks.

During the absence of the father at his farm, the
maid-servant, who was her duenna, betrayed her
trust, and Constantine was introduced into the house,
where he effected his dishonourable purposes. He re-
peated his visits, as occasions offered, for some time,
until she found herself pregnant. Alarmed at her
condition, she informed her lover of it, and begged him
to bring her a potion to procure abortion. He soothed
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her alarms, and desired her to be under no apprehen-
_gion; assuring-her that, in bearing him & child, she
would but secure a testimony of their love, and a
pledge of the promise hehad given her of soon making
her his wife. .

Her increasing size could not escape the observation
of her father, who, unsuspicious of the real cause, was
amused with a story of female complaints, for which
some old woman’s nostrum was pretended to be ap-
plied. Some months passed on in this way, until, on
the 8th of February, a few days after my landing on
the island, the distressed girl escaped from her father’s
house to that of a friend, and there, with tears in her
eyes, and overwhelmed with shame and confusion,
disclosed her situation. :

The -news spread like wildfire, and the outery
against Constantine knew no bounds: but, with the
assurance of impunity, he appeared at a public ball
the same evening, and, as some persons maliciously re-
marked, was the admiration of the fair sex more than
he ever had been. The Greeks, however, in a bociy,
took up the cause, with a determination to make him
their victim, unless he rendered ample satisfaction to
their injured honour. They made a party affair of it :
for, of seven vice-consuls who resided at Cyprus, three
were Greek, who held together against those who
were of Frank extraction. Constantine was called upon
to repair the dishonour done to the young lady, and,
through her, to the Greek nation, by marriage. The

52
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archbishop of the island was written to, and applica-
-tion was made to the Turkish governor, who put
Constantine under arrest, so that he seemed to have no
alternative but to comply.

He alleged, however, in excuse of what he had done,
that he was not the only one who had enjoyed the
favours of the girl—that the father, who lived in con-
cubinage with his maid-servant before the eyes of this
young creature, could not expect her to escape the
influence of so bad an example. o cited the Ger-
manic law, to which they were both amenable, and by.
which a fine of money only was awarded to the
aggrieved party, in case of seduction, which he was
ready to pay. He asserted that he had made no
promise of marriage, and, consequently, could not be
compelled to take her for his wife. He insinuated that
the girl was artful enough to have planned the whole
affair, in the hope of thus ensuring herself a good
match, aware that, both in the'order of events and
from her father’s situation and small fortune, she
could not expeet to be so well married in any other
way. Finally, he declared, that, whatever might be
the consequence, he repudiated her. He knew, he
said, the vindictive spirit of the Greeks ; and, if they
had resolved on assassinating him, why, let the worst
happen: he had made his will, and would abide by
the event. Added to all this, several of the in-
hwbltants spoke of the practice the young lady had
of” secretly going to the house-door, and of saluting
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yo{mg men as they passed by ; whilst, whenever she
saw ladies coming, she disappeared, as if conscious of -
doing something improper.

The father and the Greek party, on the contrary
side, said that the girl was too young and too inno-
cent to have acted otherwise than from the impulses of
nature and the suggestions of her seducer; . whilst
the go-between, when interrogated, testified to the ad-
mission of Constantine only to the house. They pro-
duced two rings given by him as tokens of a promise
of marriage.

The affair was thus advocated with the utmost
bitterness of party spirit on both sides. Constantine,
finding that threats were thrown out against his life,
stirred very little from home: and it was thought that
resort would be had to the ambassador of Austria at
Constantinople to decide on the case: but here another
difficulty intervened. Whenever the consuls were at
variance, the Turks took-advantage of their quarrels,
and it was only by their union that they could make
a stand against them. The girl, therefore, was at last
sacrificed to political reasons, and Constantine con-
sented to pay a certain sum as her dowry to any one
who would marry her. This, with the distribution of
a few douceurs, quieted the outery. A person was
not long wanting, who offered himself as her husband ;
but his low rank in society and mercenary character
precluded the unfortunate vietim from the hopes of
happiness for the rest of her life.
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In 1812, when, as it was said at the instigatioﬁ of
the French- ambassador, much persccution was exer-
cised against the family of the Morfisis, at that time
enjoying the highest dignities which the Porte awards
to her Greck subjects, one of them, Prince George
Morisi, was banished to Cyprus, where he lived for a
fow weeks unmolested, and in great privacy. I was
making a visit with Signor Vondiziano to a person
named Bosovitch, inhabiting a large house at the
strand of Larnaka, when, the conversation turning on
beheading, a person who was present said, * It was on
this sofs I saw the Prince George Mordsi so bar-
barously murdered ;” and he proceeded to relate the
way in which it was done. ¢ We had just risen from
dinner, and the prince had reseated himself to smoke
his pipe, when a slight bustle was heard on the stair-
case, and an armed Turk, with two others behind,
entered the room. They looked steadily for half a
minute at us, and the prince, who beheld them,
dropped his pipe, turned pale as ashes, and fell back
almost inanimate: for he apprehended immediately
what business they were come upon. The first Turk
advanced to him, and shot him through the body.
We were three of us present: we leaped from the
sofa, and, as the murderers paid no attention to us,
we got out of the room into the passage. There every-
thing was in confusion; and, in the midst of it, the
chaplain of the prince pulled me aside. ©Secrete these
things immediately,” he said, and gave me & watch
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with some jewels-and rings; all which I afterwards
restored to the family at a proper time. Whilst this
was doing, the Turks, to make their work sure, had
strangled the prince with a girdle, and had dragged
the body into the passage. They then retreated by
the street door, no one daring to follow or cry after
them.

« When they were out of sight, we went immediately
to the governor, and told him what we had seen. He
pretended astonishment and horror at the deed, and
immediately gave orders to his police officers to search
the town and, bring the assassins before him. This
farce was carried on some days, although every one
knew that the soldiers were the governor’s men, and
that he had a.uthomty from the Porte for what he had
done.”

» Let me now narrate a story of a different nature,
and of a more innocent and enlivening cast, The
conversation of Larnaka turned. much upon it, as
soon as Signor Constantine’s affair had blown over.
Signor Brunoni’s history was singular. He was abous
to quit Cyprus for Italy, and was reputed to .ca,rry
with him a fortune estimated at half a million of
piasters, or £15,000 sterling. -

An Italian by birth, he belonged originally to the
fraternity of monks of St. Franeis, called in the Le-
vant the monks of the Holy Land. He was a lay
brother ; and, it is said, disgusted with his calling, he
obtamed from Rome a dispensation to throw off his
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frock. As soon as he returned to the world, he pr’a—
fessed himselt a doctor ; und, being of a haudsome
presence and of insinuating manncrs, he established
himsclf so effectuully in the good-will of the people
of Leucosia, the capital, that, at the end of twenty-
five ycars, when he left the place to reside at Larnaka,
on the sea-coast, he was escorted on his way to town
by the principal inhabitants, as u testimony of the
respect they bore him,

On coming to Larnaka he continued to exercise his
profession, and, at the same time, turned merchant.
But his neighbours were surprised to ses that, on a
sudden, he threw.a capital into his business, supe-
rvior to that of the oldest and wealthicst merchants,
Shortly afterwards he sent his cldest son, a lad, to
Italy, under preteuce of giving him a good education ;
but reports soon reached the island that the sou had
purchased, in his father's name, a large estate for
somo thousands of pounds. Many were the surmises
and conjectures how lic had amassed so much wealth,
when at last a trifling circumstance led to the dis-
covery. Signor Brunoni offered for sale to a friend a
large silver lamp, saying it Lad been the property of
the pope, but was sold during his holiness’s troubles,
and had, from hand to hand, come into the possession
of his son, who, thinking it would suit some devout
person of Cyprus, had sent it to him. Some one, to
whom it was shown, on examining the lamp, disco-
vered on the back of it the name of Sencea, and re-
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collected that a wealthy Venetian family of that
name once flourished in Cyprus. He talked of the
coincidence, until it was asked whether Signor Bru-
noni might not have found a hidden treasure: and
then it was that, by degrees, the following account.
came to light. It appeared that, adjoining to his own
residence at Leucosia, lived a poor single woman, in a
small house, but which was her own property. This
woman hired herself to Signor Brunoni as a servant;
"and, after living with him some years, she, in a mo-
ment of confidence, showed him some papers she had
in a chest, which she had inherited from her father
with the house. One of these was an indication to a
treasure buried under the house. Brunoni pretended
to take time to look over them, copied them, and se-
cretly resolved to make the search. He first pur-
chased the house for a trifle; then joined it to his own
as a surgery, and suceeeded, to his great JO), in find-
ing what he was in search of.

The woman lived with him always afterwards, and,
when he quitted the island, he settled a pension on
her. But what venders the truth of the story more
probable, if confirmation were wanting, is, that dis-
coveries of this sort were by no means rare. Vene-
tian families would transmit from Venice notices of
treasures concealed by their ancestors in Cyprus, and
left by them at their expulsion- by the Turks in the
fifteenth century. But a griping government, and
the impossibility of searching houses and places which

S5
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had passed into the hands of strangers, had pfe-
vented thoso entrusted with theso documents from
acting upon thom. Instances oceurred very frequently
of soveral coins of the same stamp being offered for
sale in quick succession. Many a man had been known
to disappear on a sudden from the island, and it had
been ascertained afterwards that he had fled from his
country, to enjoy, without risk, the fruits of a fortu-
nate discovery. Tor if it were but whispered that an
Ottoman subject had found concealed treasures, the
government claimed them; and the distrust which
existed in the oflicial authoritics, lest a part should be
withheld, often subjected the finder to blows and
even torture.

It would appear affectation in my readers to say,
that they do not feel a desive to know whethor the
women at Cyprus retain any of those charms and of
that amiability which onco drew down the protection
of the goddess of beauty on the isle. I reluctantly
cenfess that the favours of that deity were no longer
so manifest as of old, although votaries wero not

wanting at her shrine; but yet some exceptions
ought to be made.?

! I was informed that, in the village of Trisolias, there was
a woman, thirty-five years of age, with a tail. She was the
daughter of a papas, named Yennion. My informant was the
aichimandrites, a man respectable fiom his situation and age.
‘When entreated by me to allow me to make use of his name

or to furnish me with a letter, as a means of seeing her, he
refused both requests.
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" Phe voices of the Cypriot women had something in
them peculiarly dissonant, and they all seemed to
speale in o false tone, nor did use ever make these
shrill accents agrecable. They were not, in general,
beautiful, nor was their dress graceful, being in ne
sense caleulated to display their shapes. Seen from
behind, they resembled nothing so much as a horse in
a mantua-maker's show-room, with a dress appended
to it. In their habits they were indolent ; they were
not good altbough niggardly housewives. They were
oftener to be seen at the windows and doors of their
houses than elsewhers, looking at passengers with
the most idle curiosity. They were addicted to the
grossest superstitions. For example: when oil is
spilé from a lamp, a cruet, or otherwise, some dire
misfortune is supposed to overhang the family; and,
upon one oceasion, having the misfortune to upset a
lamp, I-saw the eyes of the servants turned upon me,
as on one whose presence foreboded evil. A neigh-
bour would in vain attempt to obtain a light from the
adjoining house, if applied for after sunset. These
superstitions are harmless enough ; but they become
hurtful when they interfere with the cultivation of a
useful study. Thus, a labourer on the estate of a
gentleman of Larnaka struck upon the head of a
statue, as he was ploughing,. Curiosity induced him
to clear away the soil from it; but when he saw the
features (as it was of remarkably white marble), he
took them for those of a spirit, and ran away. He

4
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bethought himself of going to the priest, who, hea.rin:rg
his story, accompanied him to the spot, and there
found the head ; which, under pretence of exorcising,
he carried home, and presented to his patron, a Greek.
His patron was proud of a handsome piece of ancient
seulpture, and gave it a conspicuous situation in his
house. It so happened, that, immediately afterwards,
there was an epidemical disorder in Cyprus. The
cffects of it were felt in every house, and the pos-
sessor of the marble head did not escape. At last his
sisters, unmarried ladies, who lived with him, conceived
that the bust had brought the malady upon them. In
vain he attempted to convince tlem of the absurdity
of such a notion : they persisted, and he was obliged
to give the bust away.

They rule their servants by caprice, and educate
their children by fits of anger and indulgence.

The manufactures of Cyprus are chiefly coarse
printed cottons for furniture, which are.of lively
chintz patterns, and remarkably cheap. The prin-
cipal articles imported at this time into Cyprus were
German looking-glasses, queen’s and other earthen-
ware, sugar, syrups and liqueurs, cloth, Lyons® stuffs,
Manchester goods, glass, &e.

The Greek spoken at Cyprus is as corrupt as that
in any part of the Turkish empire. An attempt to
enumerate the words that have been introduced into
it from other tongues would be to select almost all
the expressions of eating, drinking, visiting, and bu-
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Qiness, common to the Turkish, Arabie, Italian, and
French languages. An example of each will suffice.

Arabie.~T: xaBapt cxet; what news is there?-from
kaber, news. -

Ttalian.—Kapvery guav Prowray, t0 pay & visit : from
eisita.

French.—To ekapey efuxraperre, We have done it ex-
actly : from ewactement.

Turkish.—Toxaa; or not? from yok.

Ditto.—Pe{ies, disputes.

The § is aspirated in pronunmciation at Cyprus,
which is not done, I believe, elsewhere in the Greek
islands.

Living at Cyprus was extremely cheap: but -the
term means nothing, when applied as relative to Eng-
land ; for all countries almost are eheap in eomparison
with it, and hence to Englishmen a great advantage
is afforded wherever they travel. Compared with the
adjacent districts of Syria and Caramania, living in
Cyprus was cheap even then.

Oyprus still folt the effects of an insurrection which
had convulsed the island some time before. To un-
derstand the causes of it, it is necessary to pre-
mise, -that the Greeks enjoyed so much influence
in Cyprus, as to be able often to displace a gover-
nor who had become obnoxious to them; not by an
act of authority (for they had none in the eye of the
law), but by representations to the Porte, backed by
money. At the head of the Greek party was the
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archbishop. The one who held the erosier before the
reigning archbishop was so infirm, that he employed,
in all transactions with the government, his drago-
man, named Hadji Georgaki, a man of great talents,
which he perverted to the purposes of intrigue. To
such a height had this man’s power grown, that he
was supposed, by his machinations, to have removed
more than one motsellem, or governor; and it was
thought that no one could hold that dignity long, who
had not previously entered into a friendly under-
standing with him.

In this way, Hadji Georgaki’s measures were
generally uncontrolled, and he proceeded to the length
of oppressing Turks and OChristians indiseriminately,
which was ill borne by the Turks, who submit re-
luctantly to authority exercised over them by an
infidel ; but not unwillingly by tho Greeks themselves,
who cared not to lose a portion of their substance,
if their oppressors were to be fellow-sufferers. At
length, however, the complaint of the Turks found
its way to Constantinople, and Hadji Georgaki
thought fit to go in person to the capital to counteract
the machinations of his enemies ; which, by force of
bribes, he succeeded in doing, and returned trium-
phantly to Cyprus.

The hatred of the Turks against the dragoman
now knew no bounds; and, finding they could not
obtain justice from the Porte, they resolved to take the
cause into their own hands, They accordingly laid a
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consuls at Larnaka, begeing them to intercede with
the pasha for a truce, and to endeavour to settle the
affair any how so that he might escape; signifying
that, it hostilities commenced, he and the Greeks
should be massacred. For it was the artifico of the
rebels to hold out the threat, knowing how much
could be done by the archbishop, if made a party in
the affair.

The consuls, pleased with the importance they
were likely to acquire in becoming mediators, set off,
to the number of five, for Leucosia. They made
known their business to the pasha, who eagerly
availed himself of an opportunity which he thought
was thus afforded him of getting within the walls.
He accordingly treated them with great distinction,
and expressed himself disposed to accede to any
thing which their negociations might effect. A
correspondence was immediately entered upon, and
thirty days passed in messages to and fro ; the rebels
endeavouring to obtain permission to leave Leucosia
with their property, and the pasha, on his side,
offering them their lives and property, but with the
condition that they should remain where they were.
The rebels were at last brought to consent to these
terms, on a solemn promise being made to the consuls
by the pasha that their lives should be saved.

On an appointed day the gates were thrown open,
and the pasha and the consuls marched in together in

. =]
Procession. The day was spent in merriment, and

e
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most persons thought the pasha honourable in his
intentions. Night came, and the consuls retired to
their respective houses, where they were to sleep, It
was then that the pasha began to play his treacherous
game. Despatching soldiers in different directions,

he secretly caused to be seized, at the same moment,
thirteen rebels, who were brought to the palace and
beheaded immediately. Their relations flew to the
consuls, whilst these executions were yet going on,
and told them that the pasha had not respected the
compact made between them. Monsieur Regnault,

the French consul, as first in rank among them, de-
spatched his drageman to the pasha, and bade him

hold his hand and respect the treaty. The dragoman,

a timid Levantine, arrived whilst the bow-string was

yet at work. Fainting and trembling, his tongue

faltered, and his representations were unheeded by a

man, who, in having made the consuls the tools of his -
perfidy, could well ask them why they meddled

between the Porte and its subjects.

The next morning, when the day dawned, the pasha
sent for the consuls. Monsiear Regnault at first
refused to attend on him, but his timid associates
advised him not to offend so sanguinary a man, and
he accompanied them. The pasha received them not
like one convicted of treachery, but as a magistrate
vested with an authority in which they had no part.
He read to them the firman of the Porte, commanding
him to exterminate the rebels; and excused the mode
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in which he had effected it, by saying that no faith
could be kept with them. He then invested each
consul with a pelisse of one thousand piasters value,
and, when they had suffered this, they went away,
held their peace, and returned humbled to Larnaka.
To add to the disgrace which this whole transaction -
brought on the consuls, when the pasha afterwards
came to Larnaka, previous to his embarkation for
Latakia, they invited him alternately to their houses,
where he made himself drunk with brandy, which he
asked for incessantly ; and, retiring to vomit, returned
to drink again. These scenes were renewed from
house to house, and often lasted through the night.
And here Monsieur Regnault was destined to betray
a second time the folly of meddling in affairs that did
not concern him, however good and honourable the
motive ; for when, on the evening of the massacre, he
had favoured the escape of certain rebels, and had
caused them to be secreted in his house at Larnaka,
the pasha sent a detachment of troops, and compelled
him to give them up. Two, however, of the leaders,
named Hadj Mustafa and Delli Omar, escaped. The
latter was for some time secreted at Signor Vondizi-
ano’s, until an opportunity offered for stealing on
board a ship and sailing for Syria. The whole affair
cost a vast deal of money to the island, which was
obliged to maintain so many troops; and the pasha
enriched himself individually by presents extorted by
terror, and by avanies levied on each rich person who
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could in any manner be implicated in the rebellion.
The troops themselves departed with their arms
covered with gold.

- Will it then be said, after this, by writers and
travellers, that the Turks are a nation devoid of ani-
mation, activity, or enterprise? Rather let us look
on them as unmoved by the tranquil occupations of
virtuous minds, and by the ordinary pursuits which
agitate a Christian’s bosom, because they play a
deeper game, and are to be excited to energy only
where the stakes are fortune and life: but we must not
charge them with dulness or 1nact1v1ty. -

The information acquired respecting Hadji Georgaki
induced the pasha to demounce him fo the Porte.
On his arrival at Constantinople, after his flight, he
had concealed himself at the village of Arnafitkui on
the Bosphorus, until by fresh bribes he could judge
himself sufficiently protected at court ; after which he
appeared in public. But, his work not having been
well done, one day he was seized and beheaded. His
house was despoiled at Leucosia, and in the floor of
one room was found a trap-door leading by steps to a
stone vault, where immense treasures were discovered.
‘When at Leucosia, I descended into this place, and
was satisfied more than ever that such means of con-
cealment were often resorted to by the natives of these
countries.

The archbishop, in this conflict, saw himself de-
prived of half the authority which before, by peculiar
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privileges, had belonged to the see of Cyprus. For,
up to this time, no judicial proceedings could be en-
forced against a Greek subject without his presence,
personally or by deputy: now the motsellems of
Leucosia, Larnaka, and Famagusta, were vested with
the same authority as the governors of other cities of
the empire.

The archbishop had once been an oixovopos, or com-
missary, and served as purveyor in the camp of the
vizir, who conducted an army against the French in
Egypt.

From the 8rd of February continued rain had
fallen. The weather hdd become exceedingly {em-
pestuous, and a succession of storms rendered it im-
possible for vessels to take in their cargoes; for
Larnaka has no harbour, and vessels coming for a:
freight lie at anchor in the bay, and receive their
merchandize by boats from the shore. There was a
polacca brig loading for Marseilles, by which I had
resolved to take my passage: but there was little
prospect that she would be ready for some time, for
the reasons assigned above.

On the 24th of February, after a very tempestuous
night, the house of Mr. Caridi, (whose wife was sister
to Mr. Vondiziano) was struck by lightning, which,
after taking an irregular course through four cham-
bers, breaking in its way a looking-glass, singeing a
coverlet, and bursting a door, entered the wall of
the house, which wall was of burnt brick. It so hap-
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p'ened that there wasa New Testament in Greel lying
by the mirror ; the mirror was broken, but the Testa-
ment remained uninjured. This book immediately
acquired a degree of sanctity equal to what a réuevos,
(temenos) would have done among the ancients. But
what amused me greatly was to see Mr. Caridi obliged
to keep open house for three days, that people might
view the book and compliment him on the miracle.
His wife was much inclined to make a vow to go to
Mount Athos, and return thanks for the signal deli-
verance, The same house wassoon afterwards visited
by another hurricane, when a.gust of wind carried
away a staircase, which led from the ground floor to
the upper story, and which was on the outside, as is
customary in the island.

Lent had now begun, and I resolved to live with
Mr. Vondiziano’s family as if T had been of their own
religion, in order to see how I could bear a meager
diet. Yet he would not suffer me to do so entirely,
apprehensive that it would not agree with my consti-
tution. The eldest of Signor Vondiziano’s daughters,
about twelve years old, had been so schooled by their
confessor, that she fed on bread and olives only.
Our meals consisted generally of rice soup, made
with oil, instead of meat or butter; fish done
in oil; wild and garden artichokes; salads, peas,
beans, or other vegetables, fried in oil; botarga,
caviare, olives, anchovies ; and some other things,
which I forget. K The children vied with each other
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in undergoing privations of this kind : and the maid-
servants were their abettors. Signor Vondiziano,
under the plea of a weak stomach, obta,med an ex-
emption for himself twice a weelk.

In this way time wore on, but the weather did not
change for the better: even the passage between
Syria and Cyprus was interrupted. The drought of
the preceding year was now more than overbalanced
by the flooding rains; and, from the standing pools
which they made, fevers and endemic maladies were
anticipated. -

The inhabitants of Larnaka, and, after them, tra-
vellers, have attributed the malignant fevers, which
almost annually infest that town to a small lake of
stagnant water, which lay between Larnaka and the
Marina. As this lake is not more than a few hundred
yards across in its longest diameter, it seems inade-
quate to the production of such extensive effects.
There would appear to be sufficient reason in the
sudden change of temperature which takes place at
sunset, wherever in these latitudes there are low
flats, in which heat is confined by day, and vapours
are condensed by night. Even in the winter, after a
sunny day, there was, at the close of it, such a chill sud-
denly pervading the atmosphere, as to give an instan-
taneous check to perspiration in any one incautiously
exposed to.it. In the spring and autumn, this must
necessarily be more sensibly felt ; as the quantity of
vapour carried into the atmosphere is greater from
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the greater heat, and the system is then more easily
acted upon, at one time from the sudden cessation of
a renovated circulation, at another from the sudden
contraction of relaxed pores.

Tired of waiting for the vessel’s departure, I resolved
on another excursion into the interior ; and, on the
21st of March, I set off with two mules, which cost
me eleven piasters and a half per diem, for Leucosia.
I was desirous, this time, of taking the road through
Idalia ; but my guide, who wished to pass the night
at his own village, turned from the road which led to
Idalia into that to Athegainon, imagining that, when
once there, I could do no more than fume and talk,
without any positive mischief to him. But I knew a
Greek’s shifts well enough to suspect that the direction
he took was not the right one, as I had previously
instructed myself respecting the way. Accordingly,
I suffered him to take the lead for about two hundred
yards, and then suddenly, without apprizing him,
turned off in a northerly direction. He did not look
round, until I and my servant were almost out of
sight ; when, discovering what I had done, he came-
hurrying after me.

1dalia, now called Dali, is five leagues fronx Larnaka,
west bynorth. It proved tobe avillage of eighty honses,
twenty of which were Turkish, a,nd sixty Christian,
It had four papases, or priests. "I was - lodoed at
the £evodoxéiov, or public lodging, than which nothmg
could be more wretched. I went the following morning
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to see the site of ancient Idalia, to the south-east, overa
fine plain of whitish soil. Half a dozen stones of rude
workmanship, at a spot where the hills form a bogdz,
or ravine, were all that now remained. My guide
was very anxious that I should sit down and look
around me; becanse, he said, the last Englishman
who had been there had done the same: and I was
inclined, therefore, to believe, that he had no other
reason for calling these scattered stones ruins of Idalia,
than because this Englishman had told him so. On
my return to the village, I inquired for coins and
statues, as is customary with travellers, and found, at
a papas’s, a small woman’s head, in marble. I
mounted my mule to depart, and, in passing a heap
of stones and rubbish by the church, I observed what
I thought to be the drapery of a statue peep out. I
alighted, and found a statue in high relief, about
twenty inches long, without a head, done in ala-
baster. This I brought away with me.

The road lay through hills, where I occasionally
caught a glimpse of Leucosia; but did not enjoy the
complete view until within a quarter of an hour’s dis-
tance from it. The day was beautifully fine. On my
arrival at the monastery, the archbishop received me
civilly, but with a settled gloom on his countenance,
the cause of which will be presently shown. His
dinner, as being Lent fare, was no better than the
repasts which I had left behind me at Larnaka.

1 visited, on the following day, Malem Anthony
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Brins, a native of Tripoli in Syria, who may pass as
a person of some mark in the eyes of Europeans, as
having been Monsieur Volney’s teacher in Arabic,
when living at Mar Hanneh, on Mount Lebanon.?

Brins was now a merchant, living in afiuence at
Leucosia. His house was spacious and agreeable.
Ali Bey had paid him a long visit during his stay at
Leucosia. He spoke of that traveller as ill able to
support the character of a Moslem, either by his
exercise of the rites of the Mahometan religion, or by
his general language and demeanour.

Let us now revert to the cause of the archishop’s
gloominess. About a week before this my second
visit to Leucosia, a large sum of money, amounting to
about twenty purses, or nearly £500, had been stolen
in the night from the room where Andréa, the arch-
bishop’s dragoman, sat every day for the purpose of
transacting the business of the island between the
governor and his master. In the bottom of the chest
which was rifled, human ordure was left, as if to add

! He was, likewise, a knight of the holy sepulchre; having
made good his pretensions to a noble descent (by money or
documents) in the following manner. He asserted that his
name, Brins, is but the Arabic manner of spelling Prince;
there being no letter P in the alphabet of that language: and
that his ancestors were princes of ‘I'ripoli, a principality crected
in the time of the crusades. His plea was thought so good.
that he was created a knight; and, as a proof of it, Le showed
.me his diploma to that effect.

YOL. Il T
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insult to theft. It is to be observed that the palace
of the governor, in which this room was situated, was
enclosed in a quadrangular court, and had but one
outlet.

At break of day, Andrea’s servant went, as was his
custom, to put the room in order, when, finding the
door forced and papers scattered in confusion on the
floor, he ran back in dismay to inform his master,
who hastened to see what had happened. The palace
was soon in an uproar, and the extrordinary event of
burglary committed in the very residence of the go-
vernor was considered as without a parallel.

‘When the first tumult was over, Andrea’s servant,
the porter of the gate, who was a Turk, and three
Christians, emplo‘yed near these rooms, were appre-
hended. The fufenkgi baski (or head of the police,
whose apartment was immediately under the treasury,
and where it was supposed no mnoise could have
been made without his hearing it), was suspected ; as
was Signor Andrea himself. Over these two persons,
though not imprisoned, a gnard was set to see that
they did not eseape.

It is usual with the Turks, when suspicion rests on
particular persons, to resort to torture for a confirm-
ation of their doubts. Accordingly, after four or five
days, persons, to the number of thirty-two, having
been arrested, and all these but six having proved
their innocence (which six were, the porter, Andrea’s
servant, and three Greeks, with a woman, the wife of
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one of them), the suspected were confined in separate
rooms, and the investigation was begun in the fol-
lowing manner. Meal barley, wetted, was made up
into boluses of a large size, and one of these was
given to each-of the accused. If he swallowed it, he
was innocent ; if guilty, it was supposed to be im-
possible to do so. Let it not, however, be imagined
that the Turks place more reliance on evidence of
this sort than we do. DBut they know that guilt
sometimes betrays itself in superstitious trials, where
the regular process of justice would be balked. An-
drea’s servant was most cruelly tormented. He was
placed on a cross, like that on which we represent
St. Andrew to have been crucified. His temples
were screwed by the pressure of a diadem of what are
vulgarly called knuckle bones. Hot stones were
applied to his head, hot irons to his flesh. Inflam-
mable matter was smeared on him, and then ignited ;
and he was prevented from sleeping by persons placed
near him for that purpose. On the other Greeks and
on the gatekeeper the same torture was exercised.!

1 One of the servants accused Andrea, the dragoman, as
having prompted him to the theft. He described how he had
effected it, how he carried the money to his house, and deli-
vered it into Andrea’s hand, who recompensed him imme-
diately for his trounble. Fortunately for Andrea, his wife that
very mght lay-in, and, as is usual m Greece, his house was full
of friends, who bore witness to the falsehood of such testi-
mony.

m
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For the woman, a mode of torture was resorted to
which may be called a refinement on cruelty. The
trousers worn by women in these countries are ex-
ceedingly large, and tied at the ancles and waist.
The plan pursued with her was this. A cat was
put into the trowsers, which, being pricked and
beaten, and unable to escape, grows furious, and tears
the thighs and legs of the sufferer with his teeth
and claws.

It was in the midst of this dreadful investigation
that I arrived at Leucosia; and, walking the next
day by the palace, I was startled by the sight of a
man dangling by the neck to the iron grating of one
of the palace windows, from fifteen to twenty feet
from the ground. This was the porter, who had been
hanged in this way, just as he was about to expire
from the tortures he had undergone. As the inves-
tigation advanced, it was rumoured that an Armenian
serdf (banker to the governor, and the rival of Andrea’s
influence among the Turks) had invented this ne-
farious plot for the purpose of ruining Andrea. The
servant of the latter died soon afterwards of his suffer-
ings. '

In the mean time, Andrea himself was exposed to
the greatest danger, for his enemies were powerful; ‘
and, although the proofs of his innocence were satis-
factory at home, he knew that such representations
might be-made at Constantinople as would totally
change the face of things. And the event justified
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his apprehensions; for, although the cause was still
under investigation when I left Cyprus, and the cer-
tainty of the Armenian’s plot became every day more
apparent, the affair was not finished without a great
sacrifice of money on the part of the 'u‘chluahop 5
whilst Andrea, to avert a continuance of the per-
secution, sold off his household furniture and pic-
tures, which he had recently imported from Italy, and
reduced his establishment and his dress to so humble
a guise, that envious and malevolent people should
not have it in their power to allege anything a«rmnat
him.!

I got back to Larnaka just before Easter day. It
foll this year on the 6th of April, and to a dull Lent
succeeded visiting and festivities. Mass was cele-
brated at midnight, and, this over, the ceremony of
kissing the cheek and saluting each other with
“Christ is risen,” began. By 10 o’clock, Mr, Von-
diziano’s courtyard was filled with drums and dancers,
whilst in the saloon was the bishop with a party of
priests chanting.

A circumstance, however, somewhat interrupted
the harmony of the inhabitants. On the restoration
of Louis XVIII., and the arrival of a new ambas-

sador at Constantinople, religion had again raised her-

! About this time, by the Trieste newspapers, the news of
Lord Stanhope’s death (on the 26th December, 1816) came to
Cyprus. [ forwarded the melencholy information to Lady
Hester on the 2nd and 3rd of April,

-
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head, and the Catholic priests attempted to resume
the influence which they had once so extensively en-
joyed, even in these distant colonies. The freemasons
were supposed to have been the fomenters of all the
insults which the priests had suffered for so many
years during the revolution, and the anathemas of the
preachers were now levelled principally against them.

This spirit of persecution was encouraged by the
arrival of the Abbé de Masure, almoner to the I'rench
ambassador, who denounced them as the machinators
of all evil, political and moral. It is customary for
Roman OCatholics to corfess themselves before re-
ceiving the sacrament at Easter; and, according to
the new order of things, the French consul and the
nation (for so the few individuals of each country
style themselves) went to confession. Three, who
were freemasons, were sent back, unless they would
give up their masonic diplomas, which, of course,
they refused to do. Nor was the matter settled until
the consul threatened to imprison the priest, if he
withheld absolution any longer from the individuals
in question.

I dismissed my servant Giovanni, who was to re-
turn to Syria, where he proposed marrying a young
person to whom he had been affianced three or four
years. Wishing to make the best recompence in my
power to a man, who, though he sometimes gave me
reason, as has been related, to be angry with him,
still had served me faithfully, T had previously pre-
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sented him, on quitting Abra, with the best part of
-the furniture my cottage contained; and I now made
him a present of a few articles for his bride, and of a
sum of money for himself.
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CIIAPTER XIV.

Departure from Cyprus, and Voyage to Marscilles—Dirti-
ness of the French ship and her erew—Fuare on board— Cruel
treatment of a political prisoner—Angora greyhound—Arrival
at Pomegue, the quarantine anchorage of Marseilles.

Tho Jean Baptiste brigantine polacea of1 50 tons being
now ready to sail, I embarked for Marseilles on the 9th
of April, in the afternoon. It was not without consider-
able regret that I took leave of a gentleman whose un-
abated hospitality I Lad partaken of for seventy-six
days. The vessel was laden with cotton, of which
she had nearly 600 bales, so that they were stowed on
the quarter-deck, in the waist, and on the forecastle;
besides which the cabin was so full, that between the
bales and the ceiling there was only room enough to
creep to the sleoping berths. I was to pay for the
state-room and my hoard 350 franes. Much had
been said to mo beforehand of the bad food and bad
usage which passengers gonerally meet with on board

of Provencal vessels; I therefore prepared myself
contentedly for the worst.
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On Friday the 10th of April, before sunrise, we
got under weigh, with the wind at west; but, after
tacking off and on, we found ourselves, at sunset,
where we started from in the morning. We had on
board a prisoner in chains, named Candie, who had
been arrested at St. Jean d’Acre, by an order from
Constantinople ; and, as far as I could collect, was
accused of having taken part in some of the troubles
at Grenoble at the return of the Emperor Napoleon
from Elba. The placo assigned him was on the eables,
which lay un the cargo close to the main hatehway ;
but, complaining that he feared being stifled whon the
hatches were closed in bad weather, he was transferred
to the long boat; and, when the vessel was distant
from the land, his chains were taken off. The Captain,
the owner, his two sons, the mate, and a Maltese pas-
senger, slept in the cabin ; and, there being no rvom to
sit, we ate constantly on deck, fair weather and foul.
As there was no space for stools, or chairs, or benches,
they all stood to eat, and to this position 1 should
have been myself condemned, had not my habity of
sitting in tho Turkish fashion made a bale of cotton
a very good sofa.

On the 12th, a strong wind from the East enrriod
us on our course soventy or eighty miles. On the I3th,
the wind again shifted to the west, and, up to the 23,
we were still beating to windward.

May set in with a change of wind to the north-

east. S st time, studding snils wore mot.

vy
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We now got on rapidly, and on the night of the 3rd,
we passed between Malta and Sicily.

On the 8th, the coast of Barbary was in sight the
wholo day. On the 11th and 12th we made little way ;
and on the 13th and 1#th we were becalmed on the
Casse, a bank over which ships of large burden cannot
pass without danger. Here ono of the sailors speared a
fish, between three and four feet long, of a deep purple
colour on the back, and with a snouted head, which
some called a paron and others a requin (shark).

On the 15th we had an easterly wind, and advanced
very fast towards our destination. On the 16th, at four
o’clock in the afternoon, we discovered the high land
over Toulon, and about sunset weo deseried the church
of Notre Dame de la Garde, the village of Sinfours,
and the rock at the entrance of Toulon harbour. Woe
stood off during the night ; and, on quitting the cabin
in the morning, I found the vessel at the mouth of Mar-
seilles harbour, just where the rocky land, so rugged
and bare, presents itself to the sight. In an hour we
were anchored at Pomegue, an inlet in a small island
not altogether safe in blowing weather, but destined
for vessels that have to perform quarantine. Thus we
had been thirty-seven days on our passage; ten of
which were spent in reaching Candia, thirteen more

to Malta, six to Sardinia, and eight more to our
anchorage.

In taking a review of the circumstances of the
voyage, I cannot say that anything could have made
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‘it tolerable but the prospect of soon landing in Chris-®
tendom. I was shut up in a vessel, and obliged to
live in close society with men, whose habits, occupa-
tions, and education, differed entirely from my own:
and, although a philosophic mind will not suffer its -
happiness to depend on such temporary inconveniences,
I confess I found mine sometimes greatly affected by
them.

The Provengal sailors are superstitious to excess;
and, whenever the weather was bad, there was always
a disposition to throw the,blame of it on me, whom,
as a Protestant, they reckoned no Christian. They
were totally wanting in cleanliness. The cabin was
full of fleas, and was never swept during the whole
voyage.. This however was perhaps more owing to
the remissness of the captain, who did not enforce it,
than to the cabin-boy and men, who themselves, when
ill-humoured with the captain, complained of the dirti-
ness of the vessel. The Provengaux seem to have a
habit of spitting not exceeded by the Spaniards or
Americans, and, what is worse, they spit in every di-
rection and on every spot, so that I had not a single
resting-place on the deck, nor could I go one step with-
out the apprehension of brushing with my long dress
the saliva that was scattered and conglobated in every
direction. This habit appeared more disagreeable to
a person coming from Turkey, where the, meanest
pauper is never seen to spit, even when smoking,

Their cookery was to me extremely. disagreeable,
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*The principal ingredients in it were oil and garlie,
the latter of which is considered so great a delicacy,
not only by the seafaring peoplo of Provence but by
those who live on shore, that women even of respec-
table condition often carry the odour of it in their breath
into society. B

It will not be misplaced here to give a list of
the dishes on which we chiefly lived during the
passage, that other travellers may be induced from it
to take the precaution of laying in their own provi-
sions on & similar voyage. On Wednesdays and Fri-
days we lived on meagre fare, such as lentils or rice
done in oil, or salt fish soup, or salt fish. plain boiled ;
artichokes stuffed with onions, and parsley stewed in
oil ; or on split peas and slices of bread boiled into a
soup with oil and water ; or on cold boiled peas with
oil. Hard Dutch cheese, or, which is still harder,
Cyprus cheese, with two dates and a few raisins for
each person, made up the dessert. On other days,
there was rice boiled, or rice soup; ham and bacon
omelettes ; stockfish always; broad beans raw, which
were to be eaten as children eat peas in England ;
boiled garden snails, which were considered a delicacy,
and of which we had a bushel basket fall. Two lambs
were taken on board at Cyprus, and killed on the
voyage. They were eaten in the following manner.
On the first day the blood caught from the neck
was fried, which looked like pieces of liver; but this I
could not eat. Next the liver itself was fried or
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‘roasted, and the tripe done in fiicassée, but so badly
washed that it was impossible to touch it, After this
we fared well for two or three days on lamb chops,
vermicelli soup, douilli of lamb, &e., until the lamb
was eaten. Towards the latter part of the voyage,
when all the provisions were nearly gone, we were
reduced to ham and salt fish soup, and boiled horse-
beans in salad ; whilst the water we drank came from a
wine barrel, with a smack of the vinous sourness init.

There was no remedy for these evils when once
embarked ; for the desire of avoiding anchorage dues
prevents these vessels from entering any port on their
way home.

But when itis considered thatsome regard was paid
to my English habits, and that I had the liberty of dis-
liking what did not please me, my situation was good
compared to that of the poor prisoner, confined to the
long-boat, and with no covering but an old sail. His
food was always of the worst ; and the spray of the sea,
in bad weather, constantly flew over him, so as to wet
him. In this man’s conversation I found the only
resource I had in the ship. He had been bred to, and
followed, the trade of a turner j but, in the revolution,
he had signalized his love of liberty, and bore with
him a medal equivalent inits import to what in aneient
times a civiec crown would have been. His conduct on
the return of Napoleon had made him obnoxious to the
royalists, and he had absented himself with a view to
escape persecution, which however pursued him into

" the heart of Syria: for, at St.” Jean d’Acre, whilst

L d
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gaining a scanty livelihood by portrait painting, he
was seized and shipped off for France.

He was more attached than any person I ever saw
to freemasonry, which ha secmed to have studied deeply,
and his object in going to Palestine was, he said, to
visit Jerusalem, as the place which gave birth to this
singular fraternity. Whatever his motives wore, ho
did not effect them.

The Provengal language (on board ship) is a most
disagreeablo jargon, as unintelligible oven to those
who understand French as to those who do not, and
delighting in intonations of the voice, which always
reminded me of a crying child.

I had brought with me an Angora greyhound. The
beauty of a dog from that country consists in long
silky hair at the ears and on the tail, the peculiar fea-
ture of all animals, whether goats, cats, or dogg, which
come from Angora and its neighbourhood. Never did
1 feel so forcibly the proverb of “love me, love my
dog,” as then ; for the whole of the crew, when my
back was turned, were constantly beating him, and
worried him cruelly.

As soon as the vessel was moored, the captain pro-
ceeded to Marseilles (which is o league from Pomegue)
with his papers; and next morning I was conveyed,
with my effects, to the Lazaretto, thankful to the

Almighty, for having permitted me, after so many

perilous voyages and journeys, once more to revisit
Europe.
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ADDITIONAL NOTE.

“ Beaten him,"—p. 325.-

I have preserved the exact words in which Dr. Wolff told
the story; but, in justice to Lady Hester Stanhope, I ought
to observe that, in her ladyship’s residence at Mar Elias, there
were no steps either in the house or at the entrance, and con-
sequently the bearer of the letter could not he ¢ kicked down
staws.” Neither am I disposed to believe that her ladyship
bastmadoed him: she might have desired the porter to say
that, if hé returned again, he would be bastinadoed. In thisway
were many strange tales circulated, for which there were no
other grounds than the assertion of some poor devil, who made
out a pitiful case in qrder to get a bakshysk for his supposed

sufferings. A Syrian thinks a few piasters are fairly gained by
a plansible lie,

THE END. .
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